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The great demand for timber has been the neans
of Inereasing the nwwnber of wills, and ou the West
Coust we understand sowelhg approaching twenty
are 1w sourse of erection. A Chrstehurch company
under the title of the “*Great Western Timber Cao,,
Litd.,”” has gust 1ssued a prospectus with a caprtal of
£125,000 to wuperate abont 10,000 acres ol milling
rights near Okarito—South Westland—and another
large company has been formed to tuke over the
Auckland Rimu Timber Co., Rotorua, and acquire
the willing rights of ineveased arveas of milling bush
on Lake RKotoiti, to be ealled the Roiviti Timber Co.,
Ltd,, with 4 capital of £75,000. Notwithstanding the
present shortage of timber, for building purposcs, i
would appear that the supply may catch up with
the demand sooner than expected, in which case we
lay reguire to look for iucreased overseas trade.
Millers are doing thelr utimost to supply local nceds,
but il these ure met up to the limit of their capacity
ey cannot he expeeted to wholly discontinue trade
with Australia, with the chance of entting off a con-
neetion that may be of great value later on.
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Building regulations have now been gazetted and
1t witl he necessary to oblaiu a permit Lor the supply
ef cement, brieks, and timber for any huilding in-
volving an expenditure off over £20. Loeal bodics
throughout the Dominion have been supplied wtib
applization forms so thal ne unnecessary delay may
oceur, and they are authovised to grant peruilts for
essential huildings such as dwellings and farm houses.
Other applications for permits wmust be forwarded
through the local Tnspector of TFactories, to {he
Seeretary Board of Trade.
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Since the new Award Lor the Aueklund Industrial
Distriet came into force on 10th May, application
has been made to the Board of Trade for an increase
in the price ol timber to compensate for the inercased
vost of production. A further mew award is being
applied for by the Wellington Timber Workers’
Union, and wlse by the King Country Timber Work-
ers’ Union. Meantime wages have been steadily in-
creased owing to various eauses, and the millers in
many instanees have already anticipated the new
awards.  In consequence the Board of Trade has
agreed 1o an increase of prices ranging from 1/ on
lialf ineh lining to 276 on heart lines and 373 on
Kauri-—which will take effect from Ist July., So far
as the West Coast is concerned fo.b. Greymouth
priees have been increased 1/6 per 100ft., and owing
to this and increased freight, the Christchurch mer.
chants have increased their prices 3/- per 100ft,
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The Thnber Workers™ Lederation bas Just  con-
cluaed 18 aAannual Conterence i Wellingon, and tie
loltowing  are sume of e resoluiions Luil wewe
passed, viz.---Ulhat the pritelple of an cgol-hour
uay [rom mul to wnll be approved Lor busien.”
“ihiat the Government be urged to appoimt Inspee-
tors o Inspect bradges, traim nnes, and sKids- -0 ci-
sure safe working. © “'Fhat boys uader 16 years of
age be prolabited trom ciiptoyment o bush saw-
wills."” " That the Government be asked 16 provide
adeguale  pensious for all widows and  orphans,
“That the Bankruptey et be amunded to ensure
payment of wages, as a first clalm agaiusl all es-
tates.”  “*That all Inspectors of macomery be -
suruceted 1o see that breast hench saws are provided
with a ‘fin’ to protest the sawyer —and thal locomo-
tives Lave effective brakes.”’
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The lIixhibition of Timbers produced within the
Iimpire has opened in London and according to the
cables India takes pride of place. New Zealund is
mentioned but as the Forestry Dept. and the Gov-
crnnent did not countenanee an ofticial exhibit, we
presume private enterprise has done something 1o
show the resourees of this Dominion and the beauty
of its timbers, Irrespective of any export restrie-
tion it is surely a good thing to show the natursl
produets of all the Dominiens, when an Kupire ex-
hibition has been organised for that purpose.
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“The Needs of Forestry in New Zealand®’ was {1l
subject of an address delivered by Captain M. Ellis,
Director of Forestry, before the conference of ihe
Council of Agriculture. Tn the course of his e
marks he made special reference to landholders and
their respensibilities. It ought to appeal to farm-
ers with particular foree,”” he said, “that the wiwise
tlevastation of forest lands, apart from the hmmediate
and terrible waste it involves, has done a great deal
to aceentuate the problem of coping with the onset
of noxious weeds. Obviously land areas which, once
stripped or forest, are incapable, or hardly capable,
of yielding even poor grazing, are in many  cases
those on whieh noxious weeds find » breeding-ground,
and flourish and spread unchecked.  On the other
hand, as Torest restoration extends, much will he
done to limit the range and spread of noxious weeds,
In the existing state of the timber market, great im-
portance attaches to the point that orderly methods
will avert a great waste of timber, and af the same
time that the developmeut work which is required to
put forests into a state of permanent production will
permit the harvesting of timber which at present is



