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Quantity Construction oI Houses.

Lheaper i Lonerele Luan «w ool 1N AmMerica.

‘Lne adaptlation of the vonerete housce for muliple
CONSLIUCLION, BUCH 4§ 111 all 11AusLyial Lousing clicer-
Prise, tas LECH SUCCesSTULLY ade 1 ldrge groupigs
M LAULAN, 410 other ANCIICAn GlLes,  1ae Suggesiea
plans, shown hece, ale, HOWeVer, INLEIESLILE 101 dil-
otlier reasol, 1 Lat ney nvoive the siandalrdizd-
tion of operauons, and tie mierchangabiliiy o6 pars
rather tuan the hxing or a4 linal vype. Lhey are oie
design of tue blynt Bwlding & cousiracuon Cuo,
Patmer, Massacucusseits, and the bullders stale Lial
they arc able to make an arrangement, so thal eded
house is difterent from its unmediate neighbowrs, Lo
avold that mouotony which characterizes mull cities,
built up of an absolutely fixed type of louse.

These houses were originally aesigned tor a client
who contemplated a rather cextensive developnieid
and wanted 1o erect an economieal type of hwuse and
particularly one m which the maintenance would be
reduced to the minimum.

The houses were designed to be as comforlable
and iivable as poessible, the client even bemg willing
to forego any ornamentation which weould not water-
ially contribute to the beauty of the building. 1t was
agreed that the beauty of the coperete building lay
more in its proportions than in applied ornamenta-
tion.

The prospective illustrated houses shown are there-
fore intended primarily for those who desire neal,
permanent, and attractive, but not ornate Lhouses of
a very substantial eonstruction. They do not, how-
ever, exhaust the possibilities of this kind of con-
struction, but merely indicate three suggestions and
show at how reasonable a cost such lhouses can be
built. A practically unlimited varicty of types may
be eonstructed without material change in costs.

In order to make the houses comfortable, it was
planned to use the Van Guilder type of hollow wall
construction, the plaster on the interior to be applied
directly to the wall, and it was intended that the
dividing wall in the two-family houses should be of
eoncrete construetion. This feature was introduced
more from a fire prevention standpoint than any
other, though it would have constributed matevialiy
towards preventing the transmission of sound from
one side of the Louse to the other.

The Flynt Co., likewise, intended 1o construet the
fioors of ordinary joist construction with nunder-floor-
ing on the first floor, having either a comb grain
vellow pine or fir top floor. The second ficor was to
have only the top flooring, and the attic only the
under-flooring. The interior trim was to be of yellow
pine or fir thronghout, except for the doors, which
would prohably have heen birch.

An estimate made in Jan, 1920 hy Chas Dingwan,
Engineer to the Flynt Company shows that a house
built in conerete at Type ““A’" would cost £516;
Type ‘13’7 £724, and Type ““C"" would cost £306.

Probably the most interesting feature about the
new figures is that it will cost less at this time {o
build lionges of conerete, when they are built in
quantities, than it will to build them of ordinavy
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(raute construetion. Furthermore, in the few wonths’
eyl between 191, and January, 1920, the cost
vl cynherele houses increased 606 per ceut,, whereas,
te wooden houses mereased o ocost from Y3.8 per
cont. e 102 per cent.——a very striking comparison,

UF eourse, the explanation of this apparent incon-
shateney is In ine fael that during the last half of
MY, the priees of practically all kinds of bulding
lanther advanced very rapidly, shile the advances
m prices of cement, sawd, gravel, erushed stone, and
other materials were very nuch lower.

In the Van Guilder type of construction there is
practically no wood used for forms, and, therefore,
the only depreciation of form hunber that is ineluded
15 that used in the cellar walls which were to be of
solid poured conerele.

Details of the Three Types.

It bath and wash basin -be omitted from  either
type 1377 or O, L40 per family may be dedueted.
The differcence between this cost and the cost guoled
for type A7 being explained by changes necessary
in type A7 to weeommuodate the fixtures,

Type A7 provides a kitchen, pantry, living room,
toilet, two chambers and two clogets, for each family,

Type 177 provides a kitchen, pantry, living room,
dining room, reception hall, batly, three chambers,
three closels and slerage space in the attie, per
Family.

Type ©C77 provides the same accommodation as
Twype 137 exeepl that the rooms are gencrally
larger and the pantry is built into {he kitehen,

An examination of the illustrations will further
show the confortablencss and the good arrangement
of the yooms—" Conerete.”’
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Dominion Federation of Building Trades.

The question of forming a Building Trades edera-
tion of New Zealand was disvussed at a eonference

of delegates representing unions in the  building
mcdustey helid ot Wellington  reeently.  Mr. K,

Phelan, president of the New Zealaud Timber Work-
crs” IPedevaiion, presided. The following hodies were
represeited :—Thmber workers of Invercarpill  and
Weatland, Furoiture Trades Federation, Natfional
Organisation of {he Amalganated Society of Carpen-
ters and Joiners, Wellington Buoilding Trades Fed-
cration, painiers of Chyistehurch and Nelson, Master-
ton uniens, clectrical workers of Wellington, Canter-
hury Buitding Trades IPederation, Auekland lahour-
ers, King Conntry sawmill workers.

The following motion was carried :—“That this
meeting afitrms the principle of closer unity in the
building  trade. and recommends the provineial
arganisations concerned to still eontinue their efforts
1 the diveetion indieated, and when sueh provineial
federations have heen effected all provineial federa-
tions shall appeint delegates lo attend a Dominion
conference. ta be beld in Wellington, with the ulti-
mate objert of ereating a Dominion Federation for
1he industry.’’

AT H. Tianter (Christehureh) was appointed
seevefary pro. fenn, and instrueted to get into com-
munication with the provineial organisations.




