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worth very little. It is no wonder then that State
Lands Departments, knowing nothing of fhe econo-
mics of forestry, were unable to realise the impor-
anee Lo a nation of a forest asset. Things are now
chunging, and even those who have no sympalhy
with the practice ol foreitey shonld at least see thal
there is wealth in a forest whicl should not lightly
he disposed of in the same easy manper as in the
past.

It is to he hieped that the present extremely high
vrices of inported sofl-woods will not eontinue for
long, as Australia’s supplies are totally inadequate
to her needs, hut the huge shortage in the United
States makes it eertain thai prices ean never again
return to pre-war Ievels and Australia must there-
fore dotermine to make hersclf self-supporting. T
the Tesson will feaeh legislalors that expenditure on
forest management and the formation of coniferous
plantations is maney well spent, and if it also shows
other departments that forestry is more Jimportant
than the rights of a winer in a forest, or than the
issue of a grazing lease at a small rental, then some
progress may be expected in Australia as g vesult of
Ameriea’s negleet of forestry in eavlier vears.

—Australian Forestry Journal.

Trained Men Wanted.

The ald-time notion thaf, beecanse a man had been
harn and lived near a forest and worked in it for
vears. he was on that account a skilfnl forvester, and
aualified to express anthoritative opinion, wmust he
abandoned.  As o wmalter of Fact. in the Western
World and in Turepe, it has been abandoned long
ame (savs Javeah, the official Journal of the Austra-
lian Forest Teague, Toerild,

Tu every eonndry the valuze of timber to a natien
is recognized, and the necessity of heing a highly-
skilled forester 1o look after the “State’s forest™ is
also admitted. The same mav he sald of people en-
gaged in the exploitation of forests.

Perhaps na  clearer statement af the needs of
trained men in the Tumber industry has heen pre-
sented than that issued hy the Ovegon Agricultural
College of Corvallis, Ope. in announcing ifs courses
in forestry:—

“Am industry without leadership is as surely
daomed as a rudderless ship. O all the industries
on the Pucific Coast the timber and Tumber husiness
is richest in exelusive worth. One fifth of all the
standing 1imber of the country is in Orvegon. The
harvesting of this great wealfth so as to conserve
essential values and serve the publie to hest advan-
tage, is a task for thoughtful men who are specialists
in handling forest produets. These men must have
the aid of modern selence and modern engineering
methods.  ITence they must have fraining in a tech-
nical school of forestry.

“The war erisis revealed to the world how essen-
tial to the nation is the thuber wealth of the Tacifie
Coast. Tt revealed, also, the neeessily of a far-seeing
and consistent effort to conserve our foresis as a
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permanent resowrce at the same lime that we har-
vest the timber that is ripe and accessible for mark-
et. The aclivities in shipbuilding and the revived
interest in private construction, as well as the ex-
tengive programmes for public constrnetion that
have been eommencell thronghont the country, all
give assiranee ol great activity in the lumber busi-
ness. Henee the need ol live and resonveeful youths
{o go oul from the Sehool of Forestry as future
leaders of approved prineiples of harvesting, manm-
facturing, and marketing tHimber produacts,  Sueh
men are few and far between in practical lwnbering
operations to-day, sinee forestry iz vomparatively
new in technieal edueation.  They will he needed,
however, and demanded with greater emplasis, from
v oar to year. The eall is already insistent,  The
Lnrgest and most efficient companies are the ones who
arce keenest for emplosving teehmically trained men.
Thev veeommize the permanent worth of  seientific
Teadership.

“The timberman has alwayvs contended that the
practice of seientific forestry methods wonld develop
throngh the graduates of logging engineering sehools
where the voung men, after engaged in operations,
eradually will Blend  their theoretical ideals  with
these of the more practieal side of lmmbering.

“The men who served in the forestry regiments
in France have leavned an appreeiafion for thinher
conservation and its maximum ose. which will he
exemplificd in thelr Tuiure 1ife’s work, and in time
will he refleeted in the forest policies of the covuntrv
at lavee.”’

Nation Before Party.

Objects of the Welfare League.
Fighting Poisonous Propaganda
From ' Vvening Post,”” Max21th,

At the eonferenee of newsnaner pronrvictors las.
evening Mr. (. P. S8kerett, President of the New Zea-
Tand Welfare League, attended on hehalf of the
Tieague. to explain its ohjeets. TTe emphasised the
faet that politically the leasue was  strietly  non-
party; that it was originated in order to wake up the
averaze man, who formed the great backhone of the
State, to talke an Inferest and aetive part in publie
affairs. Ts objeets were fo get sennd men, never
mind to what party thev heloneed. into the TTouse,
and if possible to bring into our mnolitieal Tlife
a determination to place national hefore party
interests. At the last election the league aimed
at preventing the retmrn of the Revolntionary
Soetalist member tied and hound to a party
which Thad for its  ohjective the socialisation
of the wmeans of disteibution, production, and
exchange, and 1t supported the hest man in each
wase, whether Reform, Taberal, or Independent
Tahour. Tt had asked only one pledge. namely—
that the seleeted candidate would undertake not 1o
support any Government which  held office Dby
help of the Revolutionary vote,



