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A pleasant funelion took place at Tuihape on the
19th May, when Messis Bush and Syme, members
of the Rangitikei Timber Co., were entertained prior
to their departire for London. The Former has heen

a prominent memhber of the Company  for many
veard, and is ngw the Chatrman, whilst M. Svmne
is an old and respeeted memhber, My W (L 1lay-

bhitile, ex-chairman of the Company. oceupied the
chair an the oceasion. and presented Ar. Bush with
a valuable gold wateh and c¢hain, and Mr, S8vine a
pair of hineculars on hehalf of the Company. Tn
a very culogistie speech he wished them bhoth Ton-
vovase, an revoir, and a safe veturn. Messrs U W
Smith and Gleen, Mg P were present amongst the
guests. .

Australian Forestry.

A report drawn up by a Forestry Commitiee in
the United States of Awmerica, and nablished in the
Ameriean JTournal of Torvestry for Decomber. 1914,
contains soine startling statements of considerable
interest to Aunsfralin. Fallowing are some of them:

The annual consumption of thnber 18 one hun-
dred thovsand million superficial feet.

The present annual ovawth of 1imber is thivty-
five thougand million superficial feet.

Eighty ner cent. of the standine merehantable
timher 18 privately owned, and ninetvseven
per cent. of the annual eut comes from pri-
vatelv owned forests. )

The national and State Torests connnt meet the
situation,

A timher shartaae alreadsy exists in the [Unifed
Rtates and s rapidly heronine aenle.

Prices will continue o inerease.

That these statements are not merely false alarms
From those anxious fo magnifyv the hnportanee of
forestry is evideut  from the assertion of leading
southern pine manufacturers that within the next
five to seven vears more than 3.000 monnfacturing
plants will go out of exisienee on aceount of the
shortage of timher.

There i&, of course, in the above. the same old
lesson for Ausiralia, namely, thal without the prace-
tice of forestry no ecountry can maintain and m-
prove ifs lorcst resourees.  Aweriea’s lesson is one
of the most reeent., but the samce was to bhe learned
from a study of almost any counley in the world,
not excluding the Anstralian States - Our resourees
are almost negligible commared with these of North
Awmerica, but in a minor degree we have a simtlar
shortage of soffwoods here.

New South Wales once contained millions of aceres
of sypress forest in the Central division: bt to-day
the forests which have heen left fo the control of
the Commission are «hiefly cither grass paddoeks.
or stocked mostly with small undersized trees up
to 9 inches in diameter. The present small demand
ecannot he met from accessible areas. and there is no
possihility of mecting the ereatly duereagsed demand
which a few years will bring.
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The Tleop pine resources of New South Wales and
Quecnsland were never very large, and their de:
struetion in New Sputh Wales has been sueh that
what is left can yield only a drop in the Lucket.
Queensland. which bas always put a greater value
on lloop pine. iy more favourable situated al pre-
sent, heeause there has been some regulation of the
annual cut in the past few yvears, and iudiseriminate
exploitation and alienation have not heen allowed.
She will, Tiowever, be hard put to it (o supply her
owil needs,

[t 3% the old storv oft repeated, and never faken
to heart, exeept by a few people, who promptiy he-

Transporting Timber on Pacific Coast.
containing 5,000,000 feet of timber being towed from Puget
Sound to Chile,
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come classified as ¢ faddists™ or “*theorists,” not fo
he taken serionsly by ““pracfical’”’ men.

There js, hiowever, anotlier important aspect of the
matier which has fto be impressed upon Australia,
namely, that the days of cheap imported timber ap-
pear o he over. never to retuen, and that in con-
sequence of rising prices our forests have inereased
in vatue. We have depended very Inrgely on Ame-
rica for cheap timber. so much so that 1 may quite
reasonabhly he arpued ihat the absence of fovestry
pracfice there is responsible  primarily for its ab-
genee here.

The United States handed over the hulk of its for-
est resourees to the timber exploifer, who, being thus
enabled to work on a very large seale and o pro-
duee cheaply, landed sawn timber in Australia at a
price which rendered Australia’s standing timber



