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Deputations from the Carpenters wul doiners, and
Tinber Workers” Unions have recently waited on
the Premier regarding the bhousing  problem  and
shortage of timber, and wmoengst other requests have
asked that nen-essenilal  building be stopped, the
duty vernoved from foreign tiniber, and that no tin-
her should he exported Lo the Dowinion whilst
the prescut shortage lasts,  One delegate advocated
the buying up by the Governnent of all timber pro-
dueed, at full export rates, s the distribution or
raticning of it aveording (o some delinite plan, The
Premier inoreply practically gave in his adbierence
to the war regulation whereby oo building  other
than dwellings ot o value exceeding CGOUS can he
crected withowt vonsent of the proper authority, We
ave ol opinion this is only fair and that i shouid
he the means ol eonscrving  avallable supplies of
imln-l' and other huilding materials for the ereetion
of dwellings, and so IlL,ll} to some extent lo ever-
cone the shortage.  As to the rewmission ol duty;
that was a Government watter which wc;uhl he con-
sidered by Cabinet, and the exportation of huilding
tiber frow the Dominion 1y vuder the striet super-
vision ol the DBoard of Treade, but i0 any altempt
were niade to stop all export, Australia would prob-
ably rvetatinte, and as we were dependent upon back
oading of coal, wheat, and other Australian pro-
ducts we could not <o without.
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Our atlention has been drawn 1o a resolution re-
vently passed at a Gonlerence of the Wellington Pro-
vineial Faruers’ Union to the effect Lt Lhe Gov-
crument be wrged to remil the import duly on all
tinher, and that raibway Preights on imported -
ber be hiought 1nto tine with the N4, timber rates,’’
but we are ol opunoa an wereased duly might well
be hmposed on all toreign  tinbers, and  that the
exampie of the Commonwealth showld be followed
m thig vespest. As Lo the vailage rate on hardwood
wmported into the Dominion, there can be no doubt
that the extra welght alone Justifies the incereased
tarift for the carviage of this timber,
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It is very doubtful if a reasonable rate of nterest
on the capital involved in the Sawmilling industry
has been earned by those cngaged in it during the
pasl 23 years, aiwl yel fhe business is made the huft
of all sorts and conditions of men whose commenis
are nsually made b complete ignovinee of the true
facts, and were it not for the organisations brought
into vxistenee within the past few years for the
pirpose of watehing the inferests of those engaged
in it, we should be relegated into a state of oblivion.
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With perhaps the single exceplion of voul miuing,
no industry is of move vital Tmportanee to the com-
munity than owr ewn, and having rvegard to the
number of men ehgaged, together with thelr depen-
dants, and the visks attending cevery phase of the
husiness, we are entitled Lo recelve every considera-
tion at the hands ef the community i place of the
usual denouncations we are accustomed to.
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Nolwithstanding the wild statemenis which are
vontinually appearing in ihe daily press with regard
to the quantity ol timber exported from the Domin-
ion, the Tollowing official figures elearly show that
export has been largely reduced and every effort is
heing nade Lo cope with the present shoriage. For
the nine wmenths ending 31st March last the Board
of Trade authorised Lhe issue of permits Lo export
rimu fo the extent of 20,300 000ft. whereas only
3,300,000, were avtually shipped, and with respeet
1o kauri, perntils were authorised for the shipment
of 326700001 for 6 months ending 31st March,
whereas in actual fact only 384,00011, of this timber
was exported, Al things being equal sawmillers
with a Tew exeeplions, have no desire Lo export, so
long as the Toeal price is on a parity with the export
price; hul as some millers have gone fo great tronhle
and expense o building up an Australian connec-
tion, 1t 1s not reasonable that this should be sod-
denty dropped, especially in eases where o clags of
Hmber s shipped  which could not be marketed
leeally.  Apart frony all this smely the mutual ex-
vhange of the products of countries is an advantage
to the inhabitants of cach, and if it be borne in mind
fliat cach 1000 of Limber cxported to the common-
wealth practically represents a bag of wheat in ex-
change, we should be a parlons state if we attempted
to stop all export.
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A new award for the Anckland Industrial District
Country mills operafing cutside a radius of ten
miles from the GO has been approved by the
Council of Conciliation on which the Sawmillers’
representatives were Messes T AL Lane, 110 Valder,
andd Jos. Butler,  [f ratificd by the Court of Arbi-
{raticn, as we have reason 1o believe, it will heeome
operative Tor a period of three years from 101k
May. 1920.
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Wostlaml s also faced with an application for an
increase ol 15 per cent. on pregent award rates owing
{o the ercased cost of living, all of whieh fore-
shadows inercased cost of production and higher
prices.



