June 1920

names of those who have participated in it deserve
ceourde CLhiey are: Mo S, Gl Llobsow, author of
“National Gwlds and the State 75 Counelllor Lewis
Watson, resident of the Operative Lirvicklayers’ So-
ciety; Councillor Richard Coppock, Novrth-Western
Organiser of the Building Trde Operatives Federa-
tion; and Councillor Frank Gregson, secrctary of the
Manchester hraneh of the Federation, The Manches-
ter brauch of the Federation las now tlaken over
vesponsibility for the whoele sehieme frowm this origi-
nal small eommittec.

Alrcady steps are being taken to seceure the adop-
tion ol the schewe in many parts ol the eountry.
The Mavagement Cownnittees of all the Building
Trade Unions of Warrington have unanimously de-
cided to form a Building Guild Committee, and it
is intended that the eommittee should work eon-
Jointly with the Manchester commitice. At Wigan,
Bolton, and other Lancashire towns plans for Guild
organisation are well advanced.  In London, com-
mittee discussions are proceeding, and a hig public
meeting to Further the idea is fe be held in the
Kingsway Hall.

A conference is heing held in Rotherham with a
view ol adopting the scheme.

A special eonferenee of the National Tederation

N.1. BUILDING PROGRESS

81l _

Manchester Lo diseuss housing, and the Guild system
will cerlainly reeeive parvticular attention.

Oue word of warning should be given. The Guild
ovganisation will provide the labour, but it will not
provide the naterials.

The Miiastry of Ilealth was at first somewhat
seeplical about the scheme, but the eonferenees which
took place between the officials und representatives
from  Manchester moedified ils views. The point
which both the Government and the municipalities
have been raising most diffienlties about is financial.
The Manchester Guild Committee deeline, of course,
to take any finaneial responsibility. **That is not
our coucern,’’ they say. *We possess a monopoly of
lebour in the building irade in Manchester. Jf the
Manchester City Couneil wilt supply the materials,
we will organise the labour. We do not want to
nmake a commercial profil, but we ask the Couneil to
advanee the labour eost and overhead charges. If
the seheme fails, the Couneil will in any case have

tangible  property  egquivalent to the money ad-
vanced.”’

The AManchester Committee  has received assur-
ances of eo-operation from  architeels and  super-

visory workers, whose support is, of course, a ne-

of Building Trades” Operatives is heing held in eessary part of Guild organisation.
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