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names of those who have participated in it deserve
~.ouru.. 'liiey are: Mr. S. G. Mobson, author of
"National Guilds and the State Councillor Lewis
Watson, President of the Operative Bricklayers' So-
ciety; Councillor Richard Coppock, North-Western
Organiser of the Building Trade Operatives Federa-
tion; and Councillor Frank Gregson, secretary of the
Manchester branch of the Federation. The Manches-
ter branch of the Federation has now taken over
responsibility for the whole scheme from this origi-
nal small committee.

Already steps are being taken to secure the adop-
tion of the scheme in many parts of the country.
The Management Committees of all the Building
Trade Unions of Warrington have unanimously de-
cided to form a Building Guild Committee, and it
is intended that the committee should work con-
jointly with the Manchester committee. At Wigan,
Bolton, and other Lancashire towns plans for Guild
organisation are well advanced. In London, com-
mittee discussions are proceeding, and a big public
meeting to further the idea is to be held in the
Kings way Hall.

A conference is being held in Rotherham with a
view of adopting the scheme.

A special conference of the National Federation
of Building Trades’ Operatives is being held in

Manchester to discuss housing, and the Guild system
will certainly receive particular attention.

One word of warning should be given. The Guild
organisation will provide the labour, but it will not
provide the materials.

The Ministry of Health was at first somewhat
sceptical about the scheme, but the conferences which
took place between the officials and representatives
from Manchester modified its views. The point
which both the Government and the municipalities
have been raising most difficulties about is financial.
The Manchester Guild Committee decline, of course,
to take any financial responsibility. "That is not
our concern," they say. "We possess a monopoly of
labour in the building trade in Manchester. If the
Manchester City Council will supply the materials,
we will organise the labour. We do not want to
make a commercial profit, but we ask the Council to
advance the labour cost and overhead charges. If
the scheme fails, the) Council will in any case have
tangible property equivalent to the money ad-
vanced."

The Manchester Committee has received assur-
ances of co-operation from architects and super
visory workers, whose support is, of course, a ne-
cessary part of Guild organisation.
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