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Zealand town planners, were very thoroughly ven-
tilated, and placed on record, at the last Town Plan-
ning Confercnce in Wellington, Mr. Morton’s ex-
pericnces serve to force home the lesson that our
municipal  aud harbour administrators shonld he
regularly sent around the world for the extension of
their knowledge, and to spread any available par-
ticles of New Zealand’s enlightenment to the dark
patches of the earth,

Mr. Hwst Seager, the cnthusiastic

A New New Zealand Town Planner, who is
Zealander's speidding a long holiday in the cenires
1deals. af the Old World for the purpose of
further equipping himself with ex-

perienee  of practical town planning and  howsing

matters, seems to have stirred up the Inter Allied
Housing Congress quite thoroughly over a notion
in favour of properly equipped echildren’s play-
grounds. It was certainly a eounsel of perfection to
urge the authorities of thickly populated centres to
have a playground within a qumter of a mile of
every home.  If there had heen town planners in
England as enthusiastic as Mr. Seager « century
ago, the motion which he failed to carry hy only
cight voles would have heen aceepted as quite a rea-
sonable thing, and passed simply to remind hack
ward communities ¢f their duties.  But we really
think that our New Zealand friend was too regard-
less of the hard faets to he faced in the older
countries in pushing forward so fine hut impractie-
able and extravagant an ideal. Tt ig the kind of
thing which has led people of the type of Welling-
ton’s Cily Eugineer—immersed av they ave in the
actualities of municipal 1ife- —to Tabel the Town
Planning movement a fad. The reception of town
planning ideals. properly and reasonably put for-
ward at the Government’s congress of Town 1Man-
ning in Wellington last vear, proved that municipal
administrators thorcughly appreeiate the wisdom of
suitahle planning for future requirements, Had
this heen adopted as @ systematie scionee in New
Zealand enlv a generation ago, this Prosperous
eountry swould have heen an example to the world
in the provision it made for its best assel. the child-
ren. Buf we are far hehind in these things, and Mr.
Murst. Seager’s ideals ave worthy of attention here
hecause the Dominion has 4 population seaveely one
twentieth of what it could ea rry withont overerowd.
ine. Now is the time to set up these ideals, for it
will he ecasv and comparatively inexpensive to fol-
low them. We sngpeet that the defeat of Mr. TTurst
Seager’s motion for ehildren’s plaveronnds was due,
not so much to lack of appreciation of his ideal, hut
to the nractieal consideration that housing is the
imnerative vital reauirement. whieh wmmst come first,
and that anvthine clse. howoever worthv, mmst he

regarded for the time heing ag a red herring drawn
serpsg the frail.

The Angtralian Commonwealth steam.
ship purchase is a proved  suecess,
and Canada has embharked upon an
even more ambitious marine undertak-
ing. While our producers are much concerned over
the future freights, and no comfort ean be gained

State
Steamships.
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from the shipping magnates, New Zealand opinion
seews divided over the wisdom of running a State
ling of refrigeraied vessels to Bngland. The Prime
Minister is one of the doubters. 1le has said nothing
reeently on the subject, hut in 1917 he was only dis-
posed to suggest that i privale enterprise could uot
provide the facilities, the State should come in.  In
other words, if private enterprise sees ample profit
in the business, the clement-of seeurity for the Da-
minion in reaching the world’s markets for its pro-
dhiets need not he eonsidered. Treights, on present
lines, do not encourage trade. hut irade simply goes
on in spite of the handieaps imposed by high freights.
The Canadian Governwent in order to develop its
overseas frade, has faken the wise slep of providing
casy and reasonable faeilities, which will do more
than all the protective duties ever invented to on-
cotirage the huilding up of its industries, Tt Fonnd
-—as we find in New Zealand-—that the State conld
nrovide cheap freights to the seaboard. hat that the
henefit to the eonmmuity was absorbed hy shipping
interests, which. profiting by the lowness of the cost
of Tand transit. conld land upon the produets of the
coantry a good deal more than stherwise ecould have
heen horne,  New Zealand carries ils nrimary pro-
dnets o the zeahoard at a freight which does nof
meet the working cxpenses of the traffic. hut {he
overseas shipowner then gefs a fine innings. and New
Zealanders have fo pul up with it. Thev have no
alternative.  Canada, faced with this position. con-
neeted up its great trunk railway lines witlh overseas
lines of steamships. Tt fleet  to-day agoregates
A00L000 tone deadweight, twenty-five steel ships he-
ing alreaedy in service. Thev ply to Britain., New
Zealand. Anstralin, the West Tinidies, South Ameriea
aml Cuba. Tha TTon, 0 . Ballantyne. AMinister of
Marvine, is anthority for the stafement that so farv
there has heen o handsome nrafit on the operation
of these ships, and that the Government is now eon-
sideving fhe addition of several 15.000fon passencor
ships fo its fleet. To the freighters slready in eom-
misgion or on the stoeks 4 number of others will he
added, contraets havine heen let fur sixty in all. in-
cluding the finished ships.  The fotal cost to the
country of these will he ahant £T0.000.000.

ATl these ships were huilt. or are heing
built, in Canada. at ten different ship-
vard<.  TF the Government does de-
eide on the nildine of the passenser
vessels mentioned, theyr also will e enngtrueted in
Canadian shipvards, which, sinee the davs when
waonden ships were the only kind known. have never
expericneed a hoom equal to that of the war period
and sinee. Tt 1z 1he hope of those diveetly coneerned,
as well as of all whe wish for continned Canadian
prosperity, fhat shiphuilding wiil hecome a stable
industry of the ecountrv. TF New Zealand set ant
upon  a national ship-hnilding  programme.  there
mieht he some hope for early development of aur
rich resourvees of iron ore. We seem. ae o eommunil v,
to be awakening to the necessitv of developine se-
concary industrices, and if the (lovernment showed
cimilar entornrise to that of its British neighhours
on the Pacifle, our prosperity wonld in time hecome
more broad basad than it is to-day.

A Second
Benefit,



