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rooms should have one retiring room; that schools of
more than five cass rooms should have two retiring
rooms, one being for men and the other for women

Desks.

A paper was read by Mr. Penlington on the most
suntable school desks and standardisation of same.
After discussion it was agreed to defer the matter
to sowme future conference,

Painting.

The painting and interior decorations of the
schools and classrooms 1 partieular was diseussed.
Several schemes of tinting were considered, and it
was thought that the most suitable for mteriors were
certain shades of greens, cream and French gray, the
ceilings in all cases to be a fat white. The outside
of senools shwould be painted in tints most suitable
tor the climate.

Rebuilding.

Regarding the rebuilding of gchools or residences,
it was reconnnended that each case be decided on its
merits, Wlhien a second persen is called in to report
ol the condition of a bullding the Board's architect
snould acvompany him in the inspection.

Artificial Heating of Schools.

[t was found that in the mild climatie conditicns
of the north, artifictal heating is requived for a short
time only during the winter, but further south, espe-
clally in Southland and Otagoe, the healing has to be
maintained for quite six months of the yecar. The
conference eame to the conelusion that tor large
seloels and espeeinlly those erected in brick or con-
ercte, hot water heating of the ' ldeal’ or ' Bees-
ton’’ systems should be nstalled.  For small country
schools in the colder parts of the Dominion, where
tuel is not plentitul, a slow combustion jacketted
stove now used in Otago would be most satisfactory.
It was understood that the Departimment would not
contribute, except by subsidy, to installation of heat-
ing systems in old buildings.

. Drying Rooms.

In discussion, Mr, Spencer suggested that a radia-
tor in the coak rooms would neet the requirements.
The delegates considered this would not be sufficient,
aud that a specially arranged drying room would be
necessaly to meet the requirements.

Cloak Rooms,

I was decided that in the erection of large schools,
provision be made in the plan for separate cloak
rooms.

General.

Other matters conusidered were, the question of the
Boards holding & stock of building matcrials and
special accounts in velation to same; the purchase of
materials; grants for workshops; the various delays
In procuring grants from the Department for build-
ings; and also the provision of janitor’s eottages for
the larger schools. The above items were discussed
and various delegates gave valuable information con-
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cerning the items, but nothing deiinife was arrived
at, and the matters are therefore deferred. The
general opinion expressed by the delegates was that
the confercnee had been of great eduecational value
to the Board’s architects, and apart from the con-
tevence itseif, the general discussions that took place
hoth at tne sittings and afler, were most intevesting
anel instruetive. Lt has brought the architects toge-
ther for the fivst time, and there appears fo he a
hrotherhood existing that was guite impossible out-
side of the conference. No professional jealousy has
been displayed in any diseussion or aet, and there is
no doubt that the various architects will consult oae
another on any subject in which they may be in
doubt.

Hearly votes of thaunks were accorded to Mr. Pen-
lington, the Chalrman, and Mr. Spencer for attend-
ing the conference; to Messrs Penlington, Moore and
Ilodge for valuable papers; to the Wellington Edu-
cation Board for use of Board room, cte.; and to
Mr. McDoungall, who acted as secrvetary.

Subjeet to the consent of Boards, it was deeided
to hold the next conference at Wanganui, on or
ahout this tlme next year. Mr. Hodge undertook to
mike any arrangements necessary for rooms, ete,
and the visiting of schools in his distriet.

Book Reviews.

“The Home I Want.”

““The Home I Want,”” by Ricliard Reiss, publislied
by Hodder and Stoughton, London, 2/6 net—We ean
heartily recommend this book to all those interested
in the housing movement. The book summarises the
main facts and legislalive provisions as existing in
England up to September 1810, and gives some work-
ing suggestions as to the plans and internal arrange-
ment of cottages, the layout of land for building pur-
poses, and other practieal matters.

The author in Lis introductory remarks, points out
that the actnal extent to which improvements in
housing conditions will be carried out in eaeh dis-
trict depends upon the loeal inhabitants. Many Aects
of Parliauient have been passed giving local authori-
ties wide powers, and it 1s safe to say that if these
powers had been preperly cxereised, the housing
problem would have been largely solved. He stresses
the necessity of preparing adequate plans at once,
and points cut that the housing problem is one of
the basie problems upon the solution of which other
prabiems depend. Ile shows how health, for in-
stance, is bettered by & comparison of Shoreditch
with Letchworth. In the latter town the infant mor-
talily is only 30 per 1000 infants wuder 12 months,
while in Shorediteh the number was 165 per thou-
sand.  Strong arguments are given showing how edu-
cation, agriculture (including village life), and in-
temperance, can be improved by better housing con-
ditions: Besides the space devoted to housing there
is a chapter on town planning, and another on Town
Planuing Act of 1919, giving the very latest infor-
mation on the subject that ought to be of the great-
est value to our New Zealand housing reformers.



