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Wanganui Improvements.
' Durie Hill Garden Suburb Scheme.
) G —

The installation of a passenger 1ift has been the
means of developing a Garden Suburb at Duvie Hill,
Wanganui. It appears that the Durie Tl elevator
is only five minutes’” walk from the Wanganui Post
Office and lands passengers (after a trip oceupying
ahout 40 seconds) within ene minute’s walle of the
(tarden Suburb. The clevator is capable of making
ahout 40 trips an howr with 15 to 20 passengers, and
as the concession fare works out at about a penny
per trip, the henefits ot the country air may be en-
joyed at a minimum cost of transit. Mro Bdward
Crow. ADMARCE, designed and supervised the
tunnel, shaft awd elevator construction, and 18 now
engaged in designing the asphalt roads and foot-
paths.

Position.

Aceording to Mo Hurst Scager, FLRLBA, (who
reported on the seheme). there can he no doubt 1hat
the position is as fine 2 one as can possibly be ob-
tained for the emrving out of a scheme of this kit
The fact that the site s only about six or seven
minutes’ distanee from the Post Office, and that it is
at an clevation of about 270 feet above sea level,
gives it a very distinet advantage over other sub-
urban developments.  Tn this short time one can
reiach seetions from which a magnificent view of the
river and headlands can be obtained, and which arve
adjacent io park lands and plaving-grounds.  Con-
ditions are thus ereated of which the peaple of Wan-
ganui will probably not he slow to take advantage.

The Lay-out.

Lt will he noted by the plan illusirated herewith
that the general lay out provides for the roads heing
arranged in such a way that they follow the contour
lines, and thus the seetions are reached by very easy
grades. Dy avoiding any right angles the roads
give access and good fromtage to a larger number of
scetions than iy possible under the usnal method.
This makes for great ceonomy in road construction
and in the sewage, gas, and eleetrie light and water
serviees.

The main entrance to the estate is at the north-
western corner glose to the Tift, It will he a very
effective one by reason of the division of the main
avenoe into curved roads, that to the right lcading
down to the ecireular garden at the north-western
angle, and that to the left to the main avenue lead-
ing to the park, and to the roadways on the spus.
The cntranee avenue coutinues in an casy eurve
and grade on the land whieh may he intended for a
Residential College, but which, if not used for this

purpose, can he very efficiently used for sections as
shown, Tt will he seen the sections vary very much
in size. They are purposely formed in this way,
beeause in all garden suburb sehemes it i recog-
nised as a cardinal prineiple that the suburly should
be for people of very varving incomes. The suburh
would ot be intended For any particular ¢lass, bu
would e suitabic for all members of the community.
The smallest scetion is therefore about ove-ninth of
an aere, whilst they vary in size up to about half an
acre. The only necessary vestrietion is that what-
ever the size of the houses, they shall all have the
same architeetwral character, and this  ecould hbe
aggured even in houses ranging from 3 or 4 rooms
up to 9 or 10 reomed houscs.

Roads.

Coutinning his report, M. Hurst Seager says
that it 1s not necessary 1o have a chaln-wide street
Fornied for a residential area such as this. The roads
canitot by any chance becone main thoroughfares,
and are simply formed for the parpose of reaching
the houses which will be erected; hut in case it may
net be possible to seenre titles unless a chain-wide
road is dedicated it iy proposed, as shown by the
seetional drawings on. the plan, to dedieate the
full 66 feet, but to allow 15 feet 6 inches of this
on cach side to be used hy the owners or

tenants  of  the seetions, as suggested by ¥,
Crow. It is proposed that the space reserved
for the aetual roadway shall he 33 feet, and

that this shall he divided into the actual road, 13
feet wide, and two footpaths each of 3 feet 6 inches,
and the halance (6 feet 6inches) on cach side heing
laid in grass. a slight feuce dividing the roadway
from that portion of the reserve allotted for the
houses of the tenants or owners. The trees shown
would he planied within these fenees, on that por-
tion of the 66 feet thrown inte the seetions. The
buitding line is in caeh ease shown, and it will be
noted that in 11o case are the frontages of the build-
ings less than two chaing apart.

View from Houses.

[n setting out the cstate, the positions of the
houses has been arranged so that all can get a good
view, None of ihe houses direcily bloek ihe view
from the others. The houses surrounding the ecir-
cular garden (the shrubbery) in the western angle
are on land stoping towards the view over the river;
thus the upper northern houses on the higher land
can get a good view over the roofs of those on the



