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The crowning mercy for New Zealand is that the prices
of its principal export produects scared in keeping with
the imported articles, otherwise the country would be in
bad straits.

We suggested last menth that the Go-
vermmnental housing scheme should in-
clude the provisiou of eheap money for
municipalities which will go in for huild-
ing.  This, we ave glad to suv, is part
of the propesals indicated in the Dudget, which on this
point is worth quoting in full:

“The question of the housing of the people is receiv-
ing the closest attention of the Government, with the
object of overcoming the shovtage of houses which the
lack of lubhour and building-matevial has hrought about
during the war, and which has resulted in the com-
plete cessation of building operations by private enter-
prise.  The diffieulties created were, unforlunately,
aceentuated by the recent influenza epidemic.

"Now that conditions are improving, an endeavounr
will be made to enable the breadwinner of every fwmily
to become the owner of his home on the easiest pos-
sible terms. [t is thervefore proposed to introduce
legislation widening the secope of the present law so
as to enable local hodies (including Harbour Boards),
as well as farmers and other emiplovers in ceriain
essential industries, to undertake their shave of {his
important swork, The Bill will inchiude provisions
enabling the Government to wssist local authorities
with the necessary finanece for house-building purposes.
The Government intonds to procecd with the erection of
dwelling-houses throughout the Dominion as vapidly as
the supply of labour and materials will spermit.  In
arder to facilitate the work it has been decided to ap-
point experts, who will he Instructed to devote their
attention to investigating and introducing the Iatest
methods of huilding-construetion.”

At the time of writing. the promised TTousing Bill had
not heen presented to Darliament. but it must soon
maferialise, as the session has not long to run. The
reference to the appointmient of housing experts is very
interesting. Apparently the Covernment is going further
than dependenec on the avchiteets vetained by the Lubour
Departinent. Tt would be o wise move to scoure from
England or America someone with praclical knowledge
of quantity produetion in conerete, for this scems to he
the line most likely to produce real ceonomy in huilding.

Cheap
Money
for Housing

The “Goed Roads” slogan has heen
taken up with avidity by the Counties
Conference which wmet in Wellington
recently, and has been hrought into use
to support the constant demand hy local
authorities for more State aid in the construction and
maintenance of vonds. Mobors bave sueh o wide range
of travel that connty autherities quite rensonalbly ask that
they should have some revenue from traffic which does
not originate in theiv own avea, becanse much of the
damage to arterisl roads is done by “foreign” traffic. In
parts of Taranaki, they have managed to make the out-
sider, also the loeal man, pay at the toll-gate for the
excellent roads available for motovists’ use, but this
system is guite unfair in its operation, and there is

Good Roads,
Who Should
Pay?
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general agreement that the proper taxing authority shiould
be the Government. Tt would be grossly unfalr to have
all sorts of tyre and wheel baxes in different counties,
unless motor cars were only used in one county during
the vyear. Motorists have not hesitated to suggest
tuxation on tires, to the extont of 15%, bhut the Counties
Conference helieves in u thivty per cent. hmpost. [t
would like to saddle the moter industry with almost the
whole cost of arterinl rouds, forgetful of the fuei that im-
proved roads mean higher laud values, and more wealth
to the people scrved by hinproved communication.  Only
thronah the Government ean this question of o fair
allocation of the cost be settled, and motorists will have
to wateh the position caretully anless they do not mind
heing penalised as o cluse, so that wealthy landowners
mey escape what s undouhtedly a faiv ebarge against the
Land. Druring o geneval discussion on the subject in the
House of Remresentatives vecently, the majority af Mem-
bers expressed appoval of @ svstdm under which arterial
roads should he placed under the care of a national hady
which would be responsible for theiv construetion, im-
provemment and maintenance.  The car-marking of a tive
tax for voad Improvement would have to ba Tollowed by
some such preeaution against wasteful exponditure by
local bodies, who eannot alwavs be depended on to o
the vight thing in the inferests of the general body of the
travelling publie, as exclusively local interests are wore
likely to come firsh. Laocud control also means wusteful
dunlication of experiiments whiel: could better be carried
out hy a central authority, and he vesults made available
to everyone responsible for the upkeep of the voads, 1t
is recognised that there is no single Lype of surfiece which
catt he applied everywhere as the hest available for the
coudition of the locatity, hut under oabional diveetion,
the necessary variations in construetion could be properly
settled, and a great deal of money suved.

As we go to press, the Government's

Millions Housing Bill nizkes its appearance. FMx-
for cept for the fact thab it gives horvowing
Housing powers Up to two and quarter millions

per annum for this very urdent purpose
ol housing, it is a disappointment, for there is veally no
Iresh construetive suggestion in the whole measure.  The
fumniliar Workers” Dwellings scheme s eluborated o Httle,
and provided with more monev. The total cost of any
dwelling and site must not exceed £750 if built in wood,
or £850 if in any other material.  As for the problem of
menaging bo produce reasonably good dwellings for this
sum, the Bill gives no illwmination, for it leaves the
whole thing to the existing machinery which bas so lav
falled to solve the difficulties of the time,  The State is
to subsidise up to ninety per eant. uny scheme put for-
ward by State servants’ associations lor building garden
suburbs or village settlements. A quarter of a million
may beborrowed for this purpose.  Then anotlier quarter
of a million may be borrowed for loans Lo employers in
selecled industries (not vet speeified, hut certainly in-
cluding mining) so that the permanent worlers in those
industries may be adequately honsed.  Floully, loeal
authorities will get money, at a rate of interest vet to he
specified, from the State Advances Department for carry-
ing out housing sebemes “pursuant to any lawful
authovity "——and the Bill does not propose to extend their
“lawful authority”. .



