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State Forestry.

Urgent Need for Action.

Native Woods or Exotics ?

A interesting paper, written by Mr 8. T, Ularke,
o Auckland, urging the inunediate need for ade-
quate steps fo maintain aned inerease the timber
sipply of the Dowminion. was read at the annual
meeting of the [ndustrial Corporation of New Zea-
Jand.  The writer pointed out that of the natural
praducts autside those velating te food no material
was s0 Universally in use o the daily life of the com-
muniiy as was wood in its various forms and condi-
tions.  Although other materials were heing substi
tuted for wood, vet in the aggregate the consump-
tion wus duily nereasing in volume and value—
huleed, in the preparation and distribution of these
sibstitites themselves wood itself was o necessary
element.  Failure of owr natural forests as a souree
of supply in the near future was  eertain unless
somdthing were quiekly done ta prevent it, and it
was very fortunate that we were heginning fo realise
the necessity for the rveconstruction and examina-
Fion of owr supplies, aud that the subjeet was too
hnportant 3 be left 1o chanee or the uncertainties
ot private effort,  The State was the only power
competent to deal with sueh a vast proposition on
such o seale us would hanish all fear of the national
isester whieh must result if the Dominien’s timber
supplies remained subjeet ta destructive influences
only, and nothing were done fewards their regen
cration or renewal. The folly of trusting to sup
plies irom overseas had heen too elearly illustrated
diuring the war to regquire further demonstration.

Though it was evident that an adequate supply
of marketable timber could only he supplied in the
future  hy State control, the application of the
remedy was by wo nemis a siple matter, for the
question arose of how hest to maintain economy of
national  resourees, and fo supplement them with
sieh Tnnan aid as would make for stability of
rade and the national welfare.  There was a ten-
deney 1o surround the case with an airv of mystery,
and to pretend that o vast amount of special study
and seientifié vesearelr was n nmeeessary equipment
for treegrowing, onece it was dubbed with the charm-
ed name ol forvestry; but there (id net appear to
be need for anything more than ardinary husiness
gense in the matter—it was nonsense to assmne that
we must wait for elaborate instruction in elemen-
tary work, the snecess of which was mainly depend-
ent on loeal experience and observation.

A point of difference was the bhasis of the for
estry plan—whether it should be fhe reconstruetion
of native bush, ity transformation by the introdue-
tion of Toreign clements, or the creation of eculti-
vated Torest of forcien origin, consisting of woords
seleeted on aceount of their proved value, and their
capaetty of preduciionwithin the hounds of econom-
ie suecess. The question of what trees were likely
to e of the greatest use should be submitted 1o the
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Judgment and eonsideration  of men of practienl
and business knowledge of the comniereial timbers
of the world, and especially of indigenous woods,
for serious mistakes might he made ag the result of
general eomparisons and conelusions  in the ab-
sepee of that particular knowledge upon which the
value of  thase conclusions rested. 1t had been
stated that our trees were practieally all eoniferous
soft wood, the class of Forest that supplies nine-
tenths of all the timber used in the world, hut this
conveyed a wrong impression. Botanieadly, & mun-
ber of our conifers helongad to o tribe of conifers
quite  separate and distinet from the trne pines,
spruces and firs of the northern hemisphere, and
with the exeeption of the kauri none of our timbers
used in construction work eould be talken for tha
soft waods of the eld workl: and with one excep-
tion they were not on the same level of general
utility, foir timbers  suitabie for eonstruction pur
poses found in payahle quanfitics were few in nan-
ber, and were vanishing at sueh o vate as to con
stitute a eanse for serious alam.

Ou the other hand, an equal number of exotics
could he seleeted, eiving naeh hetter promise in the
matter of  rapidity o growth, volume of returps,
case and lightness in working, strength and duo-
rability, all fwportant economie faetors,

Thus, though we would do well to conserve our
nagtnral forests as far as possible for the provision
of an expanding trade and an inereasiue popula-
tion, owr mais hope was in a properly equipped and
and well vinnaged systew of cultivated forests. The
writer was aware that this was not in necord with
certaite overseas adviee tendered to New Zealand,
but he refused to aecept the possibility sueesested in
that adviee of 2 eonstant stremn of profit to the
extent of £10 per aere a year, to be made from the
growing of kauri, nov did he aceept the suggestion

that  we should go to Prussia for ingpiration and
example.  Sueh authorvities as K, P, Stebbing, head

of the Forestry Department of the Bdinburgh Uni-
versity, and Dy Fernow, direcivr of the New York
State  College. of Forestry, roundly condemned
Prussian forestry methods.

After the paper had heen vead, My 8. J. Harbutt
CAueklimd)  moved:—That this meeting  views
with alarm the Jessening of the native timber sup-
pl¥ of the Dominion, and the continued vise in the
price of -timber, wherehy the industries of the Do-
minion, hoth primary and seeondary, are being dis-
astrously atfected. Ti is agreed that urgent repre
sentations to be made to the Government to place an
export duty of at least 5/- per 100£t, on all kinds of
timbers  expovted frovt the Dominion. That this
meeting, while appreeiafing the formation of the
Department of Forestry, expresses a hope that most
aetive steps will be tuken in establishing exotic soft-
wood  forests, comprised of sueh speeies as pinus
paviee, pinns radiata, and others eaxleulated to pro-
vide the curliest possible supply of timber for the
idustries of the Dominion.  That the most urgent
measuves be enforeed to preserve the remaining na-
tive timber supply.”’
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