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D G ) Editorial Comment
The bhuilding mmdustry, in common with

ntents for March ing industry, in ¢
Content Wagi_is and 1] others is very vitally affected by the
Prices Avbitration Court’s recent interpretation
Page of w cluuse in the Waur Legislation and
. 442 Statnte_z L‘m\' Amendment Act gf 1918, under whieh
Dlrectory power is given to amend any Arbitration Couwrt award on
. , the application of either party, so far as hours and wages

Publisher’s Announcements 443 >

are concerned. The war caused such a complete dislocation
of industrinl eonditions that business has heen carried on

Editorial .... .. 445 largely in the hand-to-mouth fashion. nohedy being able
to prediet with confidence what the eonditions would be
. - _a month ahead. Contractors have in many cases been

The Town Planning Conference 447 ’

able to protect themselves with a provision that teuders
were based on existing prices, and an adjustiment has

Surveyors and Town Planning . 447 heen nmde‘\\'hsre it has heen_sl:own that after the uc-
ceptance of the tender, the prices of some of the materials
New Hospital Ward for Wel]inglon 447 used had substantially advanced.  Now the Avbitration

Cowt  has introduced a new elemment ol uncertainty.
Hitherto it has retused 1o allow increases 0 wages in

A Soldier- Architect . 448 striet ratio to the proved inerease in the cost of living,
) . ) as evidenced in the Goverunment Statistician's index
Dannevirke Soldiers’ Institute ... 453 prices of four groups of articles in conmon use. The
view taken by the Court was that as such inereases were

Current War Cartoons ... . 455 mainly attributable to the war, the workers, ov at any

rate those whio were receiving substantially more than a
living wage, could, and should bear a portion of the bur-
den impesed by the war on the community generally,
The Court held that il this class was relieved wholly of

Sawmilling Section—Editor's Notes 456

A New Butter Box ... .. 457 the sacrifice under this head, it would fall with greater
heaviness on other wenthers of the community who

) ware already bearing their fair share of the burden.

Stale Forestry.... . 458 But to-day the Abritration Court finds that the hastily-
passed amendnient of 1918 is mandatory, and it has to

N.Z. Kaurt Timber Co. ... 459 adjush wages in accordance with the fluctuations in the
cost of living. The Government Statistician has himself

Afforestation ... 460 heen put into the witness hox in support of the union's

claing for increases, and the oflicial statistics as to the
decline in the purchasing power of the sovereign will in
fubure have a direct bearing on the wages of these wheo
look to the Avbitration Court for adjustments in their
working conditions. The only safeguard which the
H @ Court can impose against vexations attempts to change

Patents of Interest to Builders ... 461 I
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