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I another colunm will be found a reprint of the  for butier-boxes, cheese crales, wud  frnl cuses—

paper read by M H. Valder at the Annual Generad
Meeting of the Federation held in Wellington recent-
ly—the subjeet matter—-LProfit Sharing—in the light
of the Workd’s unrest and upheaval to-day—togecher
with the demands of the worker for higher wages and
better conditious, cones most opportunely; aud al-
though it way only touch tbe fringe of the subject,
it is pleasing to note that the Federation is awake
to the position, and desirous of making some contii-
butien tewards ihe solution of the problems with
whicit employers are confironted. The basis or ground
work of the unrest appears to be the feeling of antagon-
st exhibited by labour towards the employer, and a
rooted beliet that the interests of labour and capital
are opposed to each other, in place of being inter-
dependent; and until a better unnderstanding s
breught about and the relationship of each is shown
to be dependent upon the other, we can bardly look
for a wremedy.  Mr. Valders paper certaivly affords
food for thought, and suggests a systen ol profit
sharing amongst workers who contribute their labour
towards the profits carned by any manufacturing or
industrial coucern. Some of us way not agree with
the low mate of Interest he thinks eapital shouwld be
allewed, in an itndustrial undertaking, even if regard
he had to the reserve rate sef aside for unforeseen
lIosses, which would flnetuste in proportion to the
risky nature of Uie business. [t is also open to
question whether * Welfare shures’ should be distri-
buted amongst the employeeg of a concern, until they
had put in a certain length of serviee, and also
whether capital and lahour should wot divide in equal
properiions the excess profit after allowing Capital
a fixed rate, and sctting aside u Purther per centage
to meet eontingencics. But that some such system
wheraby the worker will have a direet interest heyond
his daily wages in the suceessful conduct of the trade
or business he ig engaged in, must sconer or later
become general—ig in our opinion beconing more and
more apparent. Direct action by way of strikes, thus
lowering prroduction, in the long run hits the worker
harder than any other class of the community—but
somehow he eapnot, or will not see this, and it is only
by giving him « direet interest in the profits he
assists to ereate, and by spreading alwoad a beiter
knowledge of economics amongst the rising generation
of workers, we may hope for a better state of things.
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Attention is drawn to the ‘“Fovestry’’ seetion
“of the Parliamentary Indunstries Committee’s Report
just presented fo the House, The Committee advo-
cates the immediate appointment of a trained Forestry
expert-—the planting of quick growing trees, saituble

~suifable

nmitation ol trwber export—--the estabhstent of a
Chair of Forestry in one of our Colleges and a Gov-
grnient Sced Store for the supply of Lorest sceds.
From the sawuillers™ potut of view and the suggested
Forestry restrictions ot is intended Lo impose, he
recomnendation that  Imnediate steps be  taken to
settle bevond dispute the inerement value per acre
par anuun of timber produced by tiimber frees in our
Natlve Forests, 1s of great unportance, as upon this
woltld probably hinge the restvietions that may he
impesed in the Tuture.
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The resumption of tlie Railway fimber traffic has
bheen Lrought about after nearly two months’ suspen-
sion, wherein stocks in the town yards have been
depleted, and ot the country mills correspondingly
increased.  Several nills had cloged down, but if the
traffic. had not been mmediately resumed i part,
nany mowe would have Tollowed suit, and so liave
created  widespread discontent  and unemployment.
Lt is hoped and helieved the full services will agatn be
available very shortly.
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The shortage ol honse accommodation has again
Been beought hefore the publie prominently and a
conterenee convened by the Wellington Repatidation
Bowrml has just been held, at which strone resolutions
were passed mrzing the Governnient fo nudertake a
house-Imilding  prograniie 1o meet preseat needs.
One delegate gave it as his opinton 20,000 houses were
required thronghowd the Dominion, and ithe Indus-
iries Committer recononends that a National Housing
Dept. should be set np under the charge of a separate
Minister ol the Crown, and that 2 or 3 husiness men
with o thoroneh  koowledge of the building trade
shonld be appointed Commissioners to act with him.
[t is further proposed that @ sum of £2.000,000 should
be anade available for this purpose.  Tf it is intended
to coniine this expenditure to the cities and larger-
country fowns where workers are cmployed, gread
cave will reruire to be exareised 1o avoid running up
the value of fown allotments and suburban  areas
for the purpose. which it mav  he found
necessary to purchasc.
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The dissolution of the Nalional Government came
about snddenly and was a srorprise to many who think
that Sir Joeph Ward would have aeteg with greater
diseretion and with more aredt and honor to himself
and party, had he elected 1o remain in the Cabinet
and assisted to pass the wrgent and necessary legis-
lation required before a dissolntion of Parliament can
take place. ITis muniflesio to the counfry is a far-



