In the meantime a prospectus of the proposed
Pan-Pacific Peace Palace is heing prepared, for the
trustees of the Union are already contributing twic:
as much toward the work as is appropriated by the
Hawaiian legislature, The design for the palace
was first suggested as a soldiers’ and saitors’ me-
morial. Tt ecomprisas u (ireek theatre that will seat
5000. In front of this is the main buiiding, one
wing of which will house a theatre seating 2000,
the other a picture gallery and memorial hall and
auditorium. Artists studios will he housed in the
upper part of the conneeting corvidor hetween the
great wings, the main floor of the corridor being re-
seved for the executive officers of the Pan-Paeifie

A Rear View of the Pan-Pacific Palace and Greek Theatre,

Union. Behind this is the hig stage Dbefore the
Greek theatre auditorium. In the ample space he.
neath the back tiers of seats in the arena will he
" the headquarters and offices, offered o the usefnl
civie elubs and organisations as well as hanquet
halls, ete.  Ahove these in a seeond storey, will Iy
housed the Pan-Pacific Commereial Muscuri. The
facade of the wain building will he refleated in a
pond of eclear spring water. Tn the lasemen®,
around the entive block of buildings it is proposed
1o house permanently the seenie dioramas of Tlawaii
as well as others of scenes from all Pacifie tands
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Personal.

News has been weeeived in Welliugton that Cap-
tain 8. Natusch, M.C., who was vecently awarded o
New Zealand  FExpeditionary  Foree  Architectural
Seiolarship, has passed the assaciate-ship examina-
tion of the Royval Tnstitute of British Architeets.
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Mr. (. Firost (chairman ot the Wellington Tech-

T~ly

W O
SJohn B Bwan (on

nical Fdueallon Board} amnd AT {one
of the two arehitects concerned in the preparation
of working plans of the new Wellington Technical

College) wvisited Christehurch early this month for

urawy

the purpose of consulting Mr. J. II. Howell (the new ‘

director) on the plang of the proposed building.
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Scarcity of Material,

A Hospital Board Contractor Gets 10 per cent.
Increase on Contract,

The Arehitects to Waikato Hospital Board last
month advised that the confiractors for the nurses’
auarters and kitehen block had written stating that
they were unable to procecd hecanse they eould not
eblain material, and they would have to dismiss their
wen. With pegard 1o material they pointed outl that
they had been netified " a wise of 95 per ton on
cemend and Ts 6d per 1000 a1 bricks, which amounted
to practically a 10 per cent. rise.  If the contractors
had te carey the rise, thev stated that it would be
tmpossible for them to continue the contracts, and
they would ask the hoard to release them from the
same unlesg some arrangement could he made to give
thent some measnie of proteciion. The architeets
stupported the contractors”™ stalements.

The regult of this was a special meeting of the
Beard, and after conferring with its solicitors and
the arciiitects, the following vesolution was carried —
“That the heard grant fhe conteactor an advanee not
exceeding 10 per cent. on all material an which the
archiittecet gives his certificate that the eost has risen
as a direet or indivect resull of the railway ‘eat,” and
that the Government’s conseni be applicd for forth-
with.?’

Concrete Houses.
A Sheffield Experiment.

Sheffield van claim 1o have faken o pioneer part
in connexion with the buildineg of concrete houses.
Long hefore the maitor aftracted attention in the
countyy generally. the conerefe methnd  was pat 1o
practical test on the outskirts of the eitv. and the
resulls have heen highly satisfacinwy,

Adaeal Tdowner has heen the principal mover
in the experiments, and las erceted houses on his
estate. two of which have aetually heen  ocoupied
sinee 10150 The material he nses is eomposed of
seven parts of elinker or hniler ash, and one part of
cement, with a hinding of sand, and he mixture
has heen proved fo he quite 40 per cent. cheaper
than the concrete made of hroken Iniek ar stone,
cement, and gravel. The cavity-wall system of huild
ing is emploved. and it is elaimed that the honses
resist the weather befter. and shield the oecunants
mare from  the heat of summer and the eold aof
winter, than dn those with solid walis. :

The exporiments show {hat a hungalow eontain-
ing three e veoms, one sitiing room. kitehen. bath
reom aidd othier eomvenienees. can he hnilt for €400
as eompared with about €700 Tor a similar struecture
«f brick.  One of the experimen(s consists of the
huildine of 32 houses,  Alveady ten of ihese. whieh
ave in praeess of prection have heen sold. and thare
are demande Fop others even hefore thev are pot nn,
Thev aee Inilt of menlded eoncrete and the same
wntarinl is nsed far the mpofs. which nre so treated
with red nchre as lo eive them the anpearanee of
heing tiled, Tt is fownd that concrete honses ean he



