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in eonuaeetion with our higher standards, :and
technieal sehools, with the objeet of teaching the
rising generation something of its prineiples, so as
to counteract the idea that appears to hold good
amongst a considevable percentage of our manual
worlker: when a demand is wmade for the highest
possibls waees for the least return of worlk perform-
od or time worked, or in other words, a *wo-slow?”’
movement or poliey.

Forestry Legislation.

A Westland Protest.

At the Westland County Council’s monthly mect-
ing, the position regarding the enfoveement of for-
estry. legislation in Westland was strongly travers-
ced by the chaivman’s veport, which pointed ouf the
impending injury to the distriet by limiting the pro-
oress of settlement and loss of revenue to loeal
bodies, as well as erippling industrial development.

Members discussed the matter at considerable
length. The strongest exeeption was taken to the
proposed action, whieh, it was pointed out, was con-
travy to the promise of the Prime Minister (M1
Massey) to West Coast loeal bodies in 1913, when
the whole position was under review,

The Couneil resolved to iavite Sir Franeis el
to visit the distriet and discuss the matter with
local hodies and the people interested, failing whieh
il was resolved as follows :—“That this Couneil en-
ters a strong protest against the Commissioner of
IPorests using powers that were ohtained In a surrep-
titious manner in the dying hours of last session of
Parlinment 1o deprive the inhabitants of the coun-
tv ol Westland and also this Couneil of one of the
chict sources of ecounly revenue by locking up vast
areas of  matured forests for no definite purpese,
and by so doing absolutely removing such Torests
from the best use to which they could he put, uane-
Iy, conversion into fimber Tor mdustrial purposes,
and the opening up of lands suitable for seitle-
ment. The Council also strongly protests against
further arcas being proclaimed as provisional for-
ests wntil a definite poliey  for dealing with such
forests has been evolved aud annownced, and until
some seienfifie sysiem of demareation has heen sub-
mitted to and approved by ihe people and loeal
bodies interested. That a petition be presented Lo
Cabinet in the first instance {(and later to hoth
Houses of Parliament, if necessary), praying for
the repeal of the eonfiseatory pertions of section 34
of the War Legislation .and Statute Law Ameud-
ment Act, 1918, relating to State forests, pointing
out the serious wrong and injury doue to industry
and industrisl developments as well as the disloes-
tion of loea! hodies’ finwaee which will result under
the terms of the seetion referred to. The Councl
reiterates that the seetion was put through Parlia-
ment with indecent haste and without adequate ex-
planation as to the foree and effect of the swoeep-
amendment therein contained, as shown more par-
ticularly ia a memo. on the poliey of the (Govern-
ment issued by Sir Francis Bell to Commissioiers
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of Crown Lands in April last. That steps be taken
to obtain a careful estiate of the life of the exist-
Ing unative timber in Westland at the present rate
of milling operations,  That the Couneil heartily
affitms the prineciple of reafforestation, wnd that it
be a suggestion to the Government that either the
Forestry Department or leeal bodies he authorised
to proceed with the work at onee upon cleared
areas of certain lands eonsideved suitable, therehy
affording employinent for a number of retwrning
soldiers at present unable to wndertake other sus-
tained heavy work, and that # he pointed out thas
if reafforestation with fast erowing imported troos
be wadertaken, the same will be at maturity long
hefore the native timbers of Westland are exhaust-
ed al ihe present  rate of progress of  sawmilling.
That, to afford aceess to the vast aveas of millable
timber in South Westland whieh would be other-
wise destroyed to make room for settlewent, the
Couneil urges the Government to extend the railway
south of Ross, as already suthorised, as rapidly as
possible.  That steps he tuken to improve Okarite

“harbour for shipping, and 1o provide landing und

loading wharves for export at Bruee Bay and Jack-
son's Bay, as well as consider ways and meuans of

providing faciities  for exporting  timber  from
Okurn and other parts of South Westland. That,

to ensure the neeessary supply of milled timher be-
ing available for the Dominion for decades to come
the Governnment be urged fo establish State saw-
niddls in Sewll Westlaond and install the  requisite
plant {ov developing the hydraulie eleetrical power
at the most convenient of the many suitable sourees
in the far-stretehing district of Westland,”’

I was further resolved to lold a conference of
local bodies from Karamea to South Westland at
Hokitika on Tuesday, July 1st, to prepare evidence
to o submit te Parlianent in support of  repeal
legislation.

Workers’ Dwellings.
Erection of 200 Authorised.

{I'rony the **Dominion’’).

Mr, . W, Rowley (Superintendent of Workers’
Dwellings) recently announeced iha authovity had
just been received for the ercetion of a first instal-
went of 2000 workers” dwellings, and also for the
receipl. of applieation from workers earning sal-
aries up to £225 per annum.  Formerly, no applica-
tion from persons carning more than £175 per an-
num could be enieriained, so that the fixing of the
new limit at £225 represents an important widening
of the Depariment™ activities.

“The Department,’ said Mr. Rowley, “'is instruel-
ing its agents throughout the Dominion at once to
allew o fortnight for the submission of further ap-
plications for these dwellings, 1t has not 200 ap-
plieations in hand at present, possibly heeause the
{ormer conditions of eligibility  excluded the ma-
jority of the workers in this country, or beeause the
people knew that the Department was unable to
proceed with the construetion of many homes on



