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/ Editor:

We publisk in another column copy of a press
assockation telegram emanating from IHokitika, with
regard to the timber regulations as they affeet
Westland, which were fully discussed at a meeting
of the Westland County Couneil on the 10th Juune.
It appears that the Jocal bodies in that distriet have
devived a considerable revenue from the cutting
out of timber areas, and that if the poliey of the
Forestry Commnissioner s carried out, and large
areas are  proclaimed  as  forest  reserves, this
revenue will be greatly diminished. Strong objec-
tion waws taken by various speakers to the manner
in which the legislation was put through the House
i the dying hours ¢f the session without any dis-
cussion or sufficient explanation of the prineiples
involved ; and having regard {o a distinet prowmise
given by My, Massey that the royalties would ‘not
he talken from the loeal bodies, the action of the
Hon. the Minister of Forests L pushing through
the legislation veferred to, in the face of this
prowise, gazetting Orders-in-Couneil in the absence
of the Prime Minister is strongly rvesented. 1t
was resolved that delesates he appointed to give
cvidence before Parliament and thet all constitu-
tional wmeans he taken to ressind the legislation as
it now stands. It was also further resolved to in-
vite the Ion. sir Franeis Bell vigit Westlawd
and meet the Counetl, and this we understand the
latter has agreed to do.

* E3 * Ed

The housing problem beconies more acute daily,
and althougl the mitial step has beer fuken ealiing
for applieations for the approval of the allotment

of 200  dwelilres—this 18 a  were drop in the
hucket—-Christehureh alone is shorn of 1000 dwel-
lings and Wellington and Auekland many move,

hesides all the small nland towns throughout the
Dominion. :
L3 * *® *

The dislocation of the railwar service comes
along at a nwosl inopportune time, for, besides throw-
ing many men out of work at the country mills, it
will retard nuilding in the towns, and so earpen-
ters and allied tradesmen, will alse be idle. A
deputation {1rom the Sawmiilers’ Federation waited
upon the General Manager of Riviways in connee-
tion wita the carringe of tumber, - he could give
no prowise that the traffic would he resumed until
greater stocks of eoal weve in sight, and that tim-
Ler was not classified ag a neeessny The position
cf indusiries dependent upon eoal, and the refusal
or inahility of the railways to esrry the produei of
such a large industry as timber, muvst rcact upon
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the whaole community, aud the position appears to
heconie more chaotie and involved, in place of be-
‘ng strnightened out as we had fondiy hoped at the
signing of the Peace Treaty.

* * & *
The Tiuber Workers” Iederation has just con-

cluded 11s annual meeting and amougst the vesolu-
{1oms arvived al we notice the following, viz:—-
(1) luspection of tram lines, bridges, and tim-
ber slacks by a Governmeni inspeetor; (2.) wove
srgld inspectien of machinery in covutlry sawmills;
13.) Workers' Conpensation Aet 1o be amended so
a8 1o ercage allowance to depondants in case of
death fo £1000. Full medieal fees and full pay dur-
g period of uu,dpamt) (4.} Govirmuent to take
over all aceident Insurance as a  State munopoly,
and empioyers compelled to Insure workers in the
state ofiiee; (5.) a forty-four hour week for all
industrize; £6.) o “milto-mill” payment clause,
similar fo ““Bank-to-bank’ mners’ elause—involv-
ing pay.ient of bush hands 'i‘rC'n the time of leav-
ing the mill all thelr retwn; (7.} better aceommo-
dation for gawmill workers in the 111attel of house
haths, “rying rooms, ete.

the
Hons., the Acting-Priuse Ministes, Herries, and W,

A deprdatron subsequently  walted  upon
2. 3. MacDonald, and elaimed that the restrietions
imposerd an the indostry might affeet the workers
more  sariously than the unp]mﬂb and that the
worker or Il vreprescutative should have a place
en the Advigory Comuwittee of the Beard of Trade;
that i tinber i8 regulaied W priee, so should all
tfarmm produce, meat, butter, ete. The latter angu-
nent has a deal to ecommend it, especially after the
cessation of war conditions and regulations that
were orizinally intended to lapse after the deeclara-
tion of peace. A further suggestion made by the
deputal- s was in the direction of restricting the
importation of ovegon pine excepting in large sizes.
£ 0% % W

It is needless to point out thar restrietion of
hewrs worked per week, means less efffelency and
inerensed cost, whereas more intensive work and
arcater oulput of all of our industries should be
our aim zud object, if we are to hold our own in
the indusirini world. No vue in his scuses would
advoeate ressonable leiswre and vest from work in
order to eultivate the higher ideals of life, but who
shall say that forty-eight hours a week is too mueh
of a tax on our energies? I would appear as if a
school of political economy ought te be established



