550

N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS

July 1919

of hot water. Lot us have hot water pipes, led,
not  only inte the kitehen, bathreom and wash-
house, but also into our bedreoms.  Why must we

Jight the copper five every time we want a little hot,
watler i the washhouse? Why should we earry
every drop of waler into the bedroom?

The next essential is some form of central heat-
ng. Eeonomists tell us that we wuste millions
of pounds and much energy in conveying coal from
the mines to the places wheve it is used and main-
tain, that jio the near future we must devise sonc
means of converting that coal at the minchead into
power which ean be cheaply transmitied ; the house-
wife thinlks thai it is quite essential that means
should he adopted to save her carrving coal about
the house.

Liet us lave i the howme of the future, taps
door handles, ete., that do not need pollslunc, shin-
ing brass and t\\'inl\Img silver are doubtless atfrac-
tive, but polishing as a pastime is aplt 1o pall.
Plenty of tiles round the sink, round the bath, in
all places where they will do away with the neces-
sity for suuhl)mo—f—suuhhmﬂ 15 o deadly oceupa-
tion in the opinion of most women.

Built-in furniture--The initial cost of a fixed
wardrobe could not be mueh greater than ihat of
the  present portable variety; a washstand fii:
with taps and plug would not eest as ueh as a
wminble-topped stand and  bedroomn ware, a fixed
table eould so easiby take the place of the present
dressing table.  How speedily a roow Nuenished in
this way could he turned out.

Nearly every wowan loves hathing a baby. To
indulge that desire she wust stoop with an aching
ek over the bath in the bathroom or ey ihe
bot water ina hueket and fill a small tub; why eould
ot the favatory basin which is found in wost bath-
roows he made a little lavger and 2 little lower and
serve as the baby’s bhath?

In the new home pleaty of euphoards and shelves
Gtted with doors must be provided, so that every-
thing inclucing erockery and glass as well as pots
andl pans, ¢an bhe kept free from dust when not in
Use,

Ruclis sind rails must be fitted where possible. Tn
the washhouse let us have vails worked hy pulleys
so that elothes ean be dred and aired indoors in had
weather,  In the kitchen we want racks eonvenient.
Iy placed for the drying  of plates, saucers and
tlishes.

Floors should he nade  of  some  havd, firm
substanee, that ean he wiped elean easily wad quiek-
Iy and need not be serubbed, ‘

Walls could be covered with material that ean
he readity eleaned—washable paper, pretty dis-
lemper or sone substance vet to he invented,

In the home of the future weather conditions must
he taken into aceount; in the majority of sticets
to-day all the houses ou one suide of the road Tace
the wrong way., Fven at the vost of appearanees
from the outsider’s point of view let us have our
houses so built that the sun does not pour in all day
on the kitchen and Jarder, so that the living reom
is not u checrless cavern to which the sun never

penetrates, and so that our bedrooms are notl ex-
posed to every wind that blows.

The old-fashioned house has no provision for chil-
dren, preswmably landlords do not expeet their feu-
ants to have any; in niany houses there is not a
single roomw with a bright sunny aspeet that is fit
for a nursery or playroom for children, stairs are
preeipitous and pittalls for the liftle ones are many.

Then, in every house there must be a voom, which
nay be ealled a parlour, a living roon, a snioking
room—it tatters nol what 1t is called -but in that
ropm there should be comfort for the woman as
well as the man at the end of the day. To ensure
this, it must he rovmy, free fron draughts, and well
lghied; so that if neeessary the children may work
at thelr lessons while the pavents we reading or writ-
ing, and so that as the little ones get older this
room can be used for socinl purposes.

‘We want our ehildren taken out of fhe stieeis,
we do not wish them to spend all their spave time
al the pictures. To this end we must make the howe
attractive to them.

Avchiteets will doubtless tell us that all these -
pmvunonts will cost money, bhut wmoney could he
saved by eliminating many u} the so-ealled decora-
tions i the house of to-day.  Considerable sunw
are spent al preseat in useless ivon work, fluted and
twisted pailings amd pillars, decorated ceilings, piek-
ed oul paint, cornices and motidings that only har-
Bour dirt aud are not decorative. 1o the heauntirally
designed home of the wealthy man one finds no
unmeeessary Cfdecorations.” Why musi the working
woman have them foisted on her?

("ost Tias always beewn the most essentiol qualifiea-
tion in the building of eottaces and smal! houses;
Init sonte of the very qualities waking for cheapness
tend also dowards a pleasing  appearance.  Sim-
plieity of design, purity of line, repose, the right
use of  materials, graceiul  proportion and  pie-
turesqae balinee —these are some of the clements
that add to the heanty and comfort of a home with-
out adding to the expenditure.

sotain Reiss, the chairinan of the
Uommittee of the Garden Cities and Town Planning
Assoeiation, concludes an article of his by saying
that we shall now have a unique opportunity for
building ““homes fit for heroes.”” Iow would it he
to congider also the heroes’ wives and to consult
their opinions?

lixeeutive

Bitumen as Street Dressing.

The use by the eity engincer’s department of the
Mellourne Gity Counedl of hitwmen asg a strect dress-
ing is looked upon as a suecess (says the ““ Argus’).
1t is ealenlated that the bitwmen swface lasts ap-
proximately two vears, whereas the tar eovering,
whieh it 13 designed to supersede, requires rencwil
every six monihs  with heavy traflic and every
twelve months with iight traffie.  Last year the Gity
Couneil laid about 80 tons of hituwmen, whieh is prae
tieally non-dust- produeing.  When the price of the
material, which is o by-produet of oil, deelines, it
is expected that mueh larger quantites "will he wsed
on the chicf Melbourne streets.



