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quarrel with the gimile and say a tool is an instru-
ment by which something is ereated, whereas eon-
crete is the erecation itself, Now this is a great fal.
lacy. Concrete in itself i an ugly thing, but in
construction it must bhe considerced as a servant and
as a means to an end. It is a good servant, but »
bad master.

It is my firm eonviction that the beauty of eon-
crete construetion must mainly consist in right pro-
portions. What are right proportions? 1 refuse to
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delicate fecling will express heauty through any
medium, provided they are not hide-bound hy tradi-
tion, they will ereate that which hreeds beauty of
character. .

There is one thing for whieh we must e thank{al
1o eonerete construction, namely, that it has foreed
upon us the neeessity for a revision of the building
Taws. These Toolish and mischievous irritations
must he revised, it not repealed altogether, for the
stupidity of veneering eoncrete econstruetion so as
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have any formula forced upon me, either (lreek,
Roman, or Gothic. It is a matter of feeling, and is
capable of refinement—forever evolving and de-
veloping as we advanee in spiritual, movral aud in-
telleetual eulture. We want no dogmuatic state
ments as to what is in good proportion, any mole
than we need a definition of truth or beauts. Al
are growths, forever being purified and lifted high.
er. Those who are steeped in archaeology cannot
glorify conerete construction. Precedent
aneient fashions will not help us there.

and

Men with

to give it the appearance of stone is frandulent as
well as foolish. Veneer, when frankiy applied, is
legitimate enough, but it is open to guestion as to
whether a eoncrete huilding cannot be made beanti-
ful and satisfying withouwt veneering it. The tex-
ture of concreie wight be made as pleasant as that
of stueeo. It is quite doubtful as to whether we
should allow the expenditure on veneer, the pur.
pose of which is oniy to enhauee appearance, True
archtectural beauty, in my mind, raust be welded to
the structural function.  Therefore, the form of



