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The Aesthetic Aspect of
Concrete Construction.

Uk

In & paper on the Aesthetic Aspeet of Conerete
Construction Mr C. F. A. Voysey read before the
Conerete Tnstitute, London, recently a great deal of
emphasis was placed on the ncocssitv whieh faces
the avchiteetural profession of disearding tradition-
al ideas and attempling those new expressions which
must comie from the new material which is heing
pul. to use. Mr Voysey points out at the outser
that the conscrvative instinet in some of us tends
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train, the motor-ear, that they are made in the forn
of the thing which they ave destined to replace.
As the evolution of things is quite evident to us
all, we nmay look forward with confidence to the
time when conerete eonstruetion will have a chai-
aeter of s own and will eecase to be made to lool:

like anxthing that it is not.

We shall all agree that the finest examples of
huilding throughout the wide world have heen the
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to strengthen our prejudiees, A fondness for hand.
work and the qualities of fanuiliar building materials
make one shy of the mystieal conceetions that are
niore oy less mingled with hiraing. Conerete seens
to be one such that depends on conseience.

Mr Vorsey rveviews the objeetion to conerete, list-
ing chictf among them the great diffientty expericne
od in making slteration to huildings, the sound eou-
dueting quality of the muaterial, and lastly, the
opporfunity whieh it gives to the imitative instinet
i man, which with this material has found ereat
Dutldings are wiade to look
like stone or brick, even at times like half-timber
work. Iiven this last named objection to use of
the material is found to he a natural one, in view
of the faet that we wsually'find when any new in-
veution first appears, as for instanee, the railway

E— Iy [,
.‘\L',UIJ[' i{ur \'_\.[Hl'h."’l”ll.

result of the consideration and understanding of the
requirements and eonditions obtaining at the time
of their ereation, aud the moral, intelleetual, and
spivitual character of the people of their time and
place. It follows, us the best work grows out of
requirements and conditions, that the charaeter of
conerete construction must be evolved.  Ax the con-
ditions for eoncrete are quite different from those
for stone, brick, or timber, the mode if its expression
must be different.  Doors and windows are require-
ments, but the form they take must depend on eon-
ditions. Those eonditions are ¢hemical, natural and
funetional. The ingredients of which concrete is
made have their distinetive gualities.

Bad workmen find fault with their tools, and as
cenerele is in a sense one of our tools, we musi
not gquarrel with i, though doubtless some will



