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Rererring to the report of the Conference of
Crown Lands Commissioners with Sir IFrancis Bell,
which was given in full in our last issue, we now
reprint, particulavly for the information of nem-
bers at a distance, copy of the remarks made at
an nterview granted to o contewporary by the
President ®of the Federation,  Iu this he traverses
the statements of Sir Franeis, and shows amengst
other things that outside markets have absorbed
a large quanti(y of thwher used for making rough
lroxes, which otherwise would probably never have
heen sawn up for cur loeal markets, and that, for
this and other reasons) it is unceonontical 1o restriet
export.  We must repeat that the vestrvietion of ex-
port, together with limitation of price for home
consumption, in times of peace is a havdship o
our mdustry, which we have every reason to re-
sent,  Let the Government put any reasonable re-
strietions on new sawmilling  areas within  their
Jurisdietion, but where millers have acquired thejr
rights either from the Crown or otherwise without
restriction, and when war conditions do not obtain,
they have no right to interfere and single out our
industry for speetad freatment and regulation, and
we niust contmue to fight for owr rights.

- * * *

At the Farmers” Union Conference, held in-Wei-
ington recently, o dominant note was sounded pro-
testing agalnst any limitation of export of their
products, and the removal of all restiictions now
the war has ewded, and we eannot see why the
prineiple should not apply 1o thuber. The (lon-
ference also elaimed that  the butter equalisation
sehienie should ot be bhorne by the wmdustey, but
that any Joss sustaimed through limitation of price
for home consumption as cowmpared with that obh-
fainable for export, should he a charge on the con-
solidated fund.  1f the principle is held to be a good
one I the case of dairy produce, why not again in
the case of timher?  Farmers arve well organised
and 11 woeuld appear they intend to run the next
clection and hring  forward ecandidates in theiv
espeeial inferest. It would, therefore, he only fit-
ting if the timber industry awoke 1o s interests
more completely and indueed some of their aumber
within the eouniry sawmilling distriets to tale up
the cudgels and bid for a seat in the Iouse of Re-
presentatives, so as to obtain a reasonable hearing
m all questions affecting them.

* * ® L J

The housing problen” appenrs 1o heeonie -ore
acute daily, and one hears of considerable  pre-
miwmy being offered to agents to secure houses for
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clients. I it be true that 7000 soldiers have mas-
ried abread, 1t is elear that housing acconumoda-
tion will be required  for them on their  return.
The shortage appears to be general throughout New
Zealand and . houses ave being sold by the owners
vver the heads of the tenants In possession, the rve-
sult being that the latter are in some esses being
sued to give up the tenaney and cannot do so0 he-
cause they have nowhere to go. The problem will
have to be faced hy Municipalities and the (fovern-
ment, amd we notice the Hou. (. W, Russell states
that £5,060,000 can he found for the adequate hous-
g of the people. TIf the reeommewdations of the
Town Planning and Housing Conference ave car-
ried cut builders have a busy time ahead of them.

Timber Supplies and Restriction of
Export.

Replies to Statement by Sir Francis Bell.

A statement wax issued recently by Siv [Franeis
Beli, the Miister-in-Charge  of the  Forestry De-
partment, concerning the conservation of the fiu-
her supplies of the Dominion. Fov sowe days a con-
ferenee of timber willers has heen in progress in
Wellington, and reeently the chaimuan of the Con-
ferenee, Mr Butler, gave the “Thnes™ an interview
covering a nuwber of the points mentioned in the
Minister's statement. )

““With respect to the restrietion of exportation,”
said M Butler, ““there arve good grounds for he-
Heving that the restriction  reeently proposed by
Australia on the exportation of eval 1% to some ex-
teut a retaliatory neasure.  Although it may be
contended that there is ample roon in New  Zea-
land for the profitahle eonduet of the industry with-
out the aid of foreign markets, it is a notable fact
that the foreign markets that have heen developed
have to a very large extent absorbed o class of
timber that could not be placed on the New Zealand
markets.  In the case of the West Coast Lushes this
I very noticeable, and it is a faet that the output
per aecre has imereased to sueh an extent as to re-
compense any excess of wastage of New Zealand
forest asset that it wmay have been elaimed has oce-
curred through exportations.  This has heen con-
firmed by offieial reporty of the rangers.  The chief
aim of a progressive forestry poliey should be to
utilise the whole of the forest produets.

“CAs to the assertion that the high prices obtained
for our woods outside New Zealand had inflated
their pricec within New Zealand, it should be borne



