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The net is being drawn more closely roungd the
sawmillers by the Minister in charge of the timber
regulations—additions to which have been gazette:l
and read as follows:—

(1) It shall not he lawful for any person to sell
any timber standivg on any publie or private langd
of any tenure, ¢r to grant a license to cut any iim-
ber standing on any such land, exeept pursuant to
a license issued 1n that behalt by the Governor-
General in Couneil.”’

(2) ““Any lieense issued hy the Governor-Generul
in Counecil wunder these regulations may he i like
manner revoked.”’

(33 “Fvery person who sells any standing timber,
or who grants a license to cut any standing timber,
contrary to the provisions of these regulations con-
uiits an offence against these regulations, and shail
he liable for caeh offence 1o o fine of £50."

* ® % *

Tlsewhere will be found some comment by the
[Ton. W. D. 8. MacDonald on Cost problems and the
regulation of prices of footwear and standardised
hoots.  The manufacturer of hoots—if prices are
fixed- maturally elaims that the price of Teather mus
also be fixed.  Then the tanner in turn demands the
fixation of the price he shall pay tor ndes and <o
on, all of which simply goes to show the impos
sibility of fixing prices that shall he equitable nnless
the wages, transport charges to warket, and all
materizls entering into the cost of the artiele pro-
dueed, are likewise fixed.

The Hon. the Minister in Charge of the Thiher
Regulations has laid it down that the miller 15 en-
titled to a Fair price for his timber, but this price is
not to he reguluted by eurvent export priees.  This
must, therefore, wean that home conswnption shall
have gpecial consideration should the demand for
export inerease, even although the export trade is
now regulated, and dependent upon the eutput, andd
loeal requirements  which wust first be  satisiled.
We maintain that timber is now largely regulited in
price by the world’s markets, aned assuming that a
better priee for export can be obtained than the loeal
price ruling- -the difference is really extraeted From
the poekets of the sawmiller tfor the henefit of the
‘eonnnunity—ud this appears to he wholly unjusti-
fiable under ordinary conditions.  If we compare
this position with that of land values which have
inereased cnormously within the past five yvears
no doubt largely owing to the increased value of
our primary products—the whole of the inercase
I8 mopped up by the holder of the land who reaps
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the full benefit when he transfers to the next huyer,
althouely, as in the case of the eities particularly the
ereaxed value s often very lawrgely eommunity-
ereated. It woeuld appear that wntit all produets
wel manufaetures are treated alike from a com-
mercial point of view it ix invidious and unfair to
sinegle any one of thew out for harsh restrietion.
The old Taws of supply and demand together with
the thme-worn axiom that the essence of trading is
“to buy with the ceheapest and sell in the dearvest
market,” when mterfeved with, generally leads to
an unknown goal.
* # & *

Sinee owr last dssue fhe Toober Advisory Cow-
wittee has again heen i consultation with the
Hoard of Trade regarding a standard elassifieation,
and the fixation of priees, but so fins we understamd
no finality has heen reached. The whole problem
s o complex one, the various grades and elasses of
timber having a different interpretation in different
parts of the  Domindon, and thoese in turn being re-
cogiised by loeal merehants, contraetors and archi.
teats. There s a strong dewand for bullding tim-
her ot current rates, and although there s probably
not the smne inguiry for shipping contraets fur Aus-
tradia, this is aceounted for ehielly hecause of some
doubts regirding future supplies from other sourees
than owr Dowinlon, and the transition stage from
wiar to peace condifions,

% * L3 *

The Pavliamentary Indiistries Committee has held
sittings in the prineipal towns of the South fsland,
and voluininous evidenee has been taken with re-
gurd to a2 nuwber of industries.  The Comnittee
will take evidenee at the Magistrate’s Court, Auck-
Land, on Wednesday, the 16th April at 2.30 p.u., and
later on will visit several geutres ineluding Palm-
erston North.  The Pabuerston Chamber of Com-
meree has arranged that several of its members
shall give cvidenee on such subjeets as wood pulp,
afforestation, manufaeture of paper, extraets from
wood, sueh as dyes, potash, ete., white pine and hut.
ter boxes, and these watters appear to be worthy
ol the consideration of sawmillers and others whe
are desirous ot fostering new industries.

# * *» *

A Wakeman™s Hotel, Taihape, on the evening of
the 4th April, a complimentary banguet was ten-
dered to Mr W. (. Haybittle by the members of
the Rangitikel General  and Co-operative Timber
Company, Ltd., un the veeasion of his retiving frow
the ehatrmanship of that company after a period of
eleven vears consceutive serviee, My R W, Smith,
M.P, acted as chairman of the banquet and aftev



