
N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS380 December 1918

by' the local authority in accordance with regulations
to be made.

(b) To take in a greater number of lodgers as
aforesaid than is specified in any such license.

(c) To let any house or tenement in which more
than one family is to reside, or any room for the
occupation of more than two persons, without the
previous approval of the local authority in accord-
ance with the regulations to be made.

Medical Services.
On the application by special resolution of any

local authority the Minister may provide a resident
medical practitioner for the district. The Minister
shall fix the salary and emoluments of the medical
officer, who may hold Government appointments
connected with public health in the district for
which he is appointed.

Such medical officer shall charge the patient for
his services through the local body, provided that
in necessitous cases, his services shall be free to the
patient.

All fees paid for services rendered by the medical
officer shall be payable into the district fund of the
local authority, which shall pay the salary of the
medical officer either out of the general rate of the
district or by means of a separate rate for the' pur-
pose. Any two or more local authorities whose
districts are adjacent may combine for the purposes
of this section in such manner as they think fit, and
thereupon the provisions of this section shall apply
to the districts of all such local authorities. The
services of the medical officer shall be available to
all friendly societies and other organisations
approved by the Minister on such terms as he may
determine.

Health Officers.
The Minister may require the council of any

borough having a population of more than five
thousand toappoint a registered medical practitioner
as medical officer and also such sanitary inspectors
as may be deemed necessary. No such officer shall
be appointed without the approval of the Minister.

No house shall be erected or occupied as a
dwelling-place unless approved by the local authority
on the recommendation of the inspector under this
Act, who shall certify to the water supply, baths,
and sanitary conditions of the property.

Picture Theatres.
No picture theatre shall be opened before the

hour of two o'clock in the afternoon or between the
hours of five and seven in the evening of any day.

The Minister may, on the recommendation 'of the
Board of Public Health, establish and maintain
lecturers; instructors, training classes, gymnasia, and
any other methods in the interests of public health,the cost to be paid out of moneys appropriated byParliament. .

Any local authority may, subject to the approval
of the Minister in charge of Hospitals and Charitable
Aid, pay out of its ordinary fund such moneys as it
thinks fit to such persons as it thinks fit for the

assistance and development of any society, organ-isation, or institution not established for purposesof profit, and whose object is to promote public;health, or for the establishment and maintenance of
bursaries to medical or dental students.

Compulsory Powers.
If any person is found by an inspector to beliving in insanitary conditions and without properand adequate regard to health, food, and clothing,such person may he ordered by the district healthofficer to remove to an institution under the controlof a hospital and charitable aid board; and in theevent of such person neglecting or refusing to become

an inmate of the institution aforesaid, he shall be
summoned before a Justice of the Peace, who shallmake such order as he shall deem fit.

Prohibited Dwellings.
Any local authority may, and shall when orderedby the district health officer, make by-laws prohibit-ing the use of houses or any class of rooms thereintor human habitation that in the opinion of thedistrict health officer are unfit for such habitationthe powers of a district health officer may heconferred on a local authority which is satisfactorilyenforcing the law and safeguarding the publichealth.
The Bill contains many other clauses intendedto strengthen the hands of health officers and extendthe power to secure improved housing conditions.

Song of the Slum Woman.
The baby and the rubbish-tin are huddled side by sideI m gettm' through the washin', and the yard is not too wide:Z when you

,

come to think of it, it doesn't seem quite squareFor the baby V the rubbish-tin to sit together there.
?(t™1 }T there's room enough for 'im to play upon the streeti\ext-door-but-one a kid got crushed beneath an 'orse's feet)E sits quite good 'n' quiet, 'n' never starts to whine,J ill is eyes get sort of achy with the flappin' on the line.

rVS 4?S? for Women '* ' there's Infants' 'Omes as well;IN the Walker Convalescent you can rest in for a spellIt'd bei a deal sight cheaper than the nurse, 'n' bed, 'n''wardIt the Council 'd provide us with a decent-sized back yard.
'

For there's Billy down with fever, 'n' there's Janie not soreeyes; ft

■N' Hector, though 'e's turned fifteen, 'e isn't any size.Yet they fill us up with charity in 'ospitals 'n' all!Won't anybody tell 'em they're against a bloomiii' wall?
If they'd start from the beginnin'-like, with rentals on thesquare,
'N' pull these rotten houses down, 'n' 'elp us get fresh air-If they'd see we got conveniences— much; just what we needWhy they'd 'ave both feet on sickness 'fore it'ad the chance tobreed. *

But the baby 'n' therubbish-tin are huddled side by side,I 'in gettin ' through the washin,' and the yard is not too wide-It kind o sets you wonderin' what they all intend to do!There's the Parliament 'n' Premier, 'n' the grand Lord Mayortoo—

Vance Palmer— Forerunners."


