Deacemher 1918

The Housing Problem and the New
Public Health Amendment Bill,

The recent epidemie seens to lave done some-
thing (o wake up our legishidors 1o the faet that
something is wreng ina country when au epidemic
sueh as we have recently gone through, has such
fatal vesults, The Pubbie Health Awenduent 1310
as Anally passedd by Parliment gives wide powers
to the Tlealth  Department with regard  to o the
bousing ol the people,

A Pablie Tealth Doard s constituted, consisting
af Alie Minister of Public Health, the Chiet Tlealtl:
Oftieer. the presideui of the Dritish Medical Associa-
rione fer New Zealund, 1he head of the medieal elinie
at MMaga University, the ollicer in charge of loeal
gavermnent i the Departiment of Infernal Atfares,
and dive nominated members holding oftice for thiee
[REII

Lt will be the duty of this boarrd to report to 1he
Minister

fani
lrealtle whiielr in the opinion of the boavd if 18 desir-
able o intradies into New Zealand ;

fhe Upen any matiers concerning the nedieal
serviees, o0 insteaelien in bealth imatiors, sugeested
anterelments o the law, the relation of the Poblie
Health Deparinnent to Joeal government anthoviiies
the training of wedival practitianers, dentists, neses,
atd massenrs s qiml

ted Uponoany other natters inconneelion with
public hiealth reforved 1o it by the Minister.

The Minister may set ap distriel advisory eom-
tittees (o veport o steh natiers as be may reler to
i The disteier health otfieors and district prosidents
af the Medieal Assoclation will he ex olfieio members,
the vemaining  menhers being nomivated by e
Minister,

Lodging-Houses.

Any foeal authorily way ostablish lodgineg-loases
withine or near s own houndarvies.  The Tand vo-
quired  Tor fhe purpose may be {aken under the
Public: Warks Aet, 19080 and the money vequived
for the purchase of the land md the erection and
furnishing of the huildings may he vaised vader the
Local Bodies™ Loans Ael, 1L by special erder,

The lacal anthority way either Lot the lodging-
Tonses or itself maintain and administer them,  The
loeal authority  way, with  the approval of {he
Minister. make by-laws for the conduet of all suel
lodging-lauses.

Unhealthy Buildings,

Upon the cortificate of the district health officer
that any huilding or part of a haililineg is in

A enn-
dition it for ceenpation o dangerons to puhblic
health, the loeal authority shall give notiee (o {he

awner 1o pull down the same withio the time naned
i the notiee, noi execeding eighi weeks,

o B dien of vequiving the owner o pull down any
msanitary building, the District Tiealth officer nay
reqruir[- the owner te make struetural alterations or
additions 1o the building or Lnprovements to the
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sanitury conditions. The owner of the building may
appeal to a Magistrate,  The decision of the Magis-
trate shall be final, and he shall make such ovder as
fo costs as he thinks fit.

If any sueli appeal is not allowed, or if there is
na sueh appeal, and the owner fails to pull down
the building within the time named in the notice,
the local authority shall cause the building to be
pulled down, and wmay reeover from the owner all
expenses Incurred under this seclion.

1f the lecal authority fails within fwo nonths
after notice to take action has heen delivered by the
district health officer, the distriet health officer shall
proceed 1o exercise all the powers eonferved on the
loeal authority.

Inspection of Buildings.

Ay loeal anthority may nake hy-laws providing
for the inspection of any building  hefore heing
ocettpied Iy s new owner o {enand,

The loeal authority shall appoint a competent
iapeetor of buildings, whose duty it shall he 1o
mspeet. every huilding. The inspeetor shall report
to the leeal authority as to the condition of every
vecupied building In the distriet, and in partienlar
as to:r Avea of land oveupied and alvrspace, waler
supply, baths, Tavatories, sanitavy and hygiene con-
ditions, the nane of the owner, the name aud oeen-
pation of the oceupier, the number and deseription
of the rooms, the number of persons living in the
building, if vented the rental payvable, and soel
other information as mway be ordered by the Jocal
authority,

Insanitary Buildings.

The district health oflicer may veport to the loeal
antherity and Deard of Tlealth upon the necessity
of tmpraving any part of a distriet under the provi-
sions of Seetion 203 of the Municipal Corporations
Act, TH05. 1F the loeal anthority negleets or refuses
fo fake action within three months the Board of
[Health shiall hold a publie inquiry into the matfer.
The repart of the Board of Tlealth shall be traps-
witted to the Minister. who shall forward a copy of
Hoto the loeal authority,  The locgl anthority shall
censider the report of the Board of Health and for-
ward to the Minister its decision theveapon.  If the
leeal authority approves the recomnendations of the
Board of Health, it shall proceed with all veasonable
speed to give effeet thereto.  1f the loeal awthority
sl refuses or uegleets for the peviod of one vear
to proceed continnonsly therennder, the Minister may
reduest the Minister of Public Works to carry out
the repart of the Board of Health at the cost of the
loeal authority., Te give effect o this elause it shall
not be necessavy for the local anthority to tuk. a
poll of the ratepavers In conueciion with any loan
that may he required,

Overcrowding.
On and after Webruary 1, 1919, it shall not he
tawtul fer auny person—
(a) To take in move than five lodgers af anv one
time for board and vesidence, either temporary or
perinanent, unless the premises have been lieensed



