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Editorial Comment

The old saying that it is an ill-wind

Town-  which blows no good to anyone is
Planning applicable to the recent influenza
and Slums., gpidemie, for there seems to be a fair
indication that, as a vesult of the siek-

ness, the matters of the seientific planning of towns
and town distriets, and the building of sanitary
Lhomes are to have more attention paid to them.
than their value as mere vote-catching propaganda
would warrant. The fact that slums do exist in New
Zealand has caused some astonishment in many
quarters; and, on the other hand, the faet that
certaing. places, usually regarded as slums, have
escaped the epidemic has astounded other sections of
the commmnnity. The pesition is, in reality, that very
few people know what a slum is, and this point is
the pivet upon which turns the wlhole suecesz, or
otherwise, of town planning sehemes. The dietionary
dervivation of the word “*slum’ is that it comes from
the Dantsh word “slan,”” meaning “mire’”; while its
meaning is given as ““the back street of a eify,
especially one filled swith a poor. dirty and vielous
population.””  There is nothing in this to indieate
that houses of a slnm must neeessarily be old: quite
new houses will be found in eity slumns, and a single
new house, with the latest appointments in modern
hygiene may, through overcrowding and aceummlated )
dirt become a slum. Since the epidemic ran through
New Zealand, iliustrated papers in the Dominion
have published photographs of alleged slums, in
which the houses invariably appear to be old. That
age tends fo create slums by the lower vents charged
for old houses attracting improvident and slovenly
people is a fact, hat wore diseretion than has been
shown is needed to ensure that the plague spots of
our cities are eradieated, cven though they be eom-
posed of isolated houses. Town plauning by provid-
ing ample air space is a powerful Factor inm (his
direetion, but the strict enforcement of sanitary
bylaws is necessary, even in a town-planned town—
to use a colloqualism which is tantalogical. In short,
town planning itgelf does not ensure the absence of
slams, Tt is simply a grand step towards that goal.



