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these blufts that the stone was quarried and is stil]
being quarried for the Parliamentary buildings, But
the whole of the Takaka Range shows outerops of
marble, It is in faet & marble mountain.  From a
quarry near the smmnit of the road which erosses the
range to link Takaka with Motucks, marble wuas woen
with whieh to build Churehes in Motueka and Takaka.
White marhle was chosen for both buildings and it was
nsed in the rough with most pleasing effeet. There
are four colours of marble in these mountains however
—white, black, dove eolonred and grov— and all rake
an exquisite polish, The formation e¢f the hills where
the marble contes from is nnusual, 1t suggests infense
voleanie aetivity i ages past and gquite deep extinet
eraters are to be seen of varving extent and depth,
Reports by experts have been unanimous in declaving
the marble to be of good building quality, It is only
on the guestion of profitable working that denbts have
heen raised.  Now that the stone has been given
prowinence in an important national building an in-
ercased demand shonld follow resulting eventuslly in
a more extensive working of the existing gquarries and
the opening up of mew ones.  That the Dominion
possesses a valuable asset uthese mountaing of marble
there can be little doubt,

o the average person the idea of fown-

Simple Town- planning is of an intricate and ornate

Planning, laying-out of grounds, parks and
streets, and planning of massive Imild-
ings. But the art of town-planning is veally a simpli-

fying rather than an elaboration of detail. It cap be
applied te a hamlet with as much suceess as to a eity.
In fact, a town-planner is quite as necessary a person
as an architect when any laying-out of gronuds and
planning of buildlings is in view. So much is this
realised that many modern archifects are town-
planners too; and the cvombination invariably resulis
in exeellent work being done.  But always it manst be
remembered that shuplicity, not elaboration, is the end
in view, even In planning such a city as the Federal
City of Canberra. An example of the application of
town-planning to a suburban scheute is that of Kur-
alts Park, a suburb of Adelaide. The area was one
of 120 acres adjoining a railway. It was oviginally in-
tended to be subdivided, with 40 feet roads adjoining
ihe railway, and other streets intersecting at awlward
angles.  There was ne provision for parks or for deal-
ing with through traffic; in fact, it appears to have
been nuite a badly-planned place. However, Adelaide
has & Town-planner (3r. Reade), formerly of New
Yealand,and the South Australian Government sent the
plan te hiw at the request of the Survevor-General.
The amended scheme whieh the Town-planner pre-
pared met with the approval of the Railways Com-
missioner, the Survevor-General, the Distriet Conneil,
and the owners of the land. Briefly, the new plan
seeured for the residents a new station site with a spa-
cious Y Place”” 72 feet wide for street traflic and station
purposes, as well as extra width for station huildings,
cte. The width of roads adjoining the railway was in-
ereased to 66 feet, and a main traffic avenue, 66 feet
wide, will previde a new direct voute to the sea from
the city of Adelaide. Drainage resevves also were pro-
vided, and a ereek diverted to remove danger of flood-
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ing, Inaddition to all these benefits, five aeres of park
and reereation reserve were seeured  and have been
fransferred free to the Distriet Conneil of West Tor-
rens. The whole of this advantageous replanning was
secnred, Le it remembered, by simplifying, not by ela-
bhorating, :

At the present thne New  Zealand
N. Z. s 1mporting  ashestos tiles from
Ashestos. Anstralia, in the mauking of whih,

report has it, a certain amount of New:
Aealanul ashestos is used. It is seme vears since as-
hestos was mined and worked in the upper Takaka
Valley, and after a brief trial, the working of it inte
pitrketable ashestos was ahandened and the raw mate-
vial shipped away. Whether this is still being done or
not. the faet remains that New Zealand asbestos 1s the
veal article, [t bas not nearly so long a fibre as [talian
ashestos, 1t 1s troe, but this is no impediment to itssue-
cessful manufacture. T Canada, a similar short-fibre
ashestos 18 worked, and, as a wmatter of faet, the
miethods of sworking it are being shown in a filin picture
now being exhibited in New Zealand theatres.  Some
day, no denbt, New Zealanders will make a ecommereial
nse of thelr minerals, and New Zealand ashestos roofing
tiles and building sheets will no doubt be among the
artieles made.  Special facility for the suecessful ae-
coamplishment of this work 18 offered in the Takaka
Vallex. for at Terakeoke, at the scaward end of the
valley, there are extensive cement works belonging to
the Golden Bav Cement Company. What more desir-
able eombination than that of asbestos and cement could
there Te for the making of asbestos sheets and tiles?
Yot New Zealand is still iuporting ber eommercial as-
hestos from overseas countuies,

Building houses of wood has heeome
a habit in New Zealand, as it has in
Queensland. In the latter State, the
people express their preference for
the wood, as Dheing cocler and lending itself to
prettier effects in cottages. The Queenslanders huild
their houses high above the grouud, to allow a tree
passage of air benecath. In the older and more
gsouthern States of Australia where eolder conditions
are apt to prevail, very little wood is used. Brick
and stone are chirfly used. New Zealand’s use of
wood, originated, of eourse. in the days of severe
carthruakes, when it was felt that brick buildings
would speedily beeome disintegrated and fall in
ruins, The advancement in conerete work in build-
ings has disposod of most of those fears, cspecially
as regards one-floor or twe-storey vesidences. The
heavy inercase of building timber, due to the eutting-
mills having to move Twrther into the forests away
Irom the railways, and to other ¢auses, all of which
will net be removed after the war, has caused the
thouvhts of builders to turn to other materials.
And always conerete obtrudes.  This material is
especially suitable and economical at seaside resorts,
and in valleys where viver-sand is obtainable. And,
moreover, its use does not affect the timber-mills
appreciably, for tle interiors of concretc houses are
best finished in New Zealand woods, while timber
is still necessary in the ceiling and roof work.

Concrete
Dwellings.



