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Australia.  This exportation s causing & great
shortage in the local market and has at the same
time materially added to the cost ol the smaller
huildings. I am teld that ships ave leaving the West
Coust loaded up with timber, while it is inpossible
to have our own needs supplied, and that millers do
ot seem 1o cme about local orders, as they are doing
so nuch letter in supplying the Australian market.
There 15 another aspeet ol this case which should
ot be lost sight of, and that is our timber supplies
arc not inexhaustible, morveover the available trees
ave getting lar back into the hilis {which means in-
creased haulage), amd no steps ave being taken for
realtoresiaiion. 1 will not  persne  this  subject
Lurther as 1t will be brought forward for diseussion
during the evening.,

Though we are still in the midst of the war and
it is impossible to tell when the end will eonme, whether
it may be soon, ov long deforred, it is very necessary
that we should Look forward and plaec our house in
order, that we may the better be enabled to meet
the problems which will contront us when the long-
looked-for peaee comes. Bome of  these  problewns
may be entively new, and we shall have no preeedent
to guide us.  How aund when is the present Govern-
ment cotitvol of building to be removed? s it to he
gradual, or will the coming ol peaece automatically
put an end to it? low is the serious shortage ol
hailding materials to be dealt with, and how are
solidicrs 1o he repatviated?  Chese and many other
problems confront us and thelr solution will require
areful consideration.

The yuestion of building materials is one which
concerns us very closely, and will 1 think be one
Mraught with great diffieulties when the enormous
damage, caused by the enemy, comes to be made
wgood.  So that the Belgians, Freuceh and others of
our Allies may he repatriated an enormous quantity
of materials will e required In these countries, anc
I any ol opinion that in this lav-off Dominion we may
have diffieultics in having owr wants supplied. It
would therelore appear that we, as & community,
will have to become more self-reliaut and proeeed
with the manufactre of our own necessities.

The repatristion ol our soldiers is also a uestion
which will require very carelul eonsidevation. A
Few days ago | saw o the newspapers that classes
were now being held on owr returning transports,
and amongst the subjects taught was that of avehi-
teeture, b am quite in accord with the scheme that
the soldiers, who have done so mueh, should he given
cducational hewefits as witl give them every prospect
ol earning a hiving. I eannot sce, however, thal the
tioe that is devoted to instruction on the transport
{two hours per day fTor say filty days) is suffieient
1o allow more than a very rudimentary knowledge
ol the subjeet to be given. It a soldier, on return to
eivil lite, s to Tfollow the archilectural profession as
a meaus of livelibood, we know that much more will
he required of him than he ean obtain in that time
unless he hias had previous training, | am airaid the
authoeritios hold the opinion that all that is required
of an areliteet is that he should be able to draw a
fow lines on a picee of paper. The sooner this idea
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i dispelled the better it will he for the prolession
and the veturning soldier.

I am ol opinion that the time has now arrived
where a conmittee or comnittees should be set up
to eonsider these and other questions. 11 sueh com-
mittec or eommiltecs be appointed they should act
in conjusetion with representatives from the allied
prolessions awd trades, as these guestions apply to
all terested in the manutacture, vse and nnporta-
tion of puilding materials and training ol students
and Juniors.

When you did ne the honour, an henour which
Passure you | appreciate, of electing me for a second
time to this chair, | made some good resolutions
which | am airaid | have not heen able to fulfil as |
should have Liked, but cirewnstanees have 1n a large
neasure prevented this. Little did 1 think, when 1
again aceepted offiee as chairman ol this Branch,
thal the members ol the Couneil of the Institule
would see fit to place wen in the highest office it is
m their power Lo bestow.  This honour, whieh 1
highly appreeiate, earries with it numcrous respou-
sihilities and a large amount ol work, more work
probahly than ithe ovdinary members ol the Institute
are aware of, and this has 1o some extent prevented
me [rom giving as much attention to the affairs ol
the Branch as | eonsider the office warrants. 1 have
also to regret that the viec-chairman, through pres-
swre ol business, was unable to grant me veliel
under Braneh Bule No.o 3, a orelicl 17 would have
gladly weleomed, as the demands ol the presidency
necessitate almost datly attention to matters of rou-
tine i addition te attending numerous meetings.

One o the first official duaties was that of attend-
g and presiding at the inaugural meetings of the
fwo  new  Brancehes (Wanganui-Taranaki  and
Hawke's Bay-fiisborne} which were held in Wan-
vanui and Napicr respectively at the heginning off
this year.  As these two Branehes are an offshoot
ol this Branch members may be glad 1o know that
these two new bodies give every indieation of sue-
cess by the good work they ave doing.

During the past session there has heen very little
business 1o hring belore you, so that 1t has not been
necessary to hold more than the number ol mectings
laid down by the regulations. FKavly in the year My,
W. 8. L Trobe, an hon. IYellow of the institute,
delivered before the memwbers of the Braneh a most
mstruetive and mteresting leeture on ““Staties.”” |
trust that Mr. T.a Trobe may be enabled to have his
address published in pamphlet or hook {orm, as T am
sure his diagrams would be Tound most uscful by
members of the prolession.

The altendanee at Braneh meetings generally has
not been quite so good as the Branch officials have
the right to expeet, amd in expressing my thanks to
those members who have atteaded, often at personal
inconvenienee, 1 would like to ask those who stay
away il they are taking a fahr share of the work of
the Instituie.  Matiers which are dealt with by the
Brauch are for the good ol the whole of the mem-
bevs, and while il 18 not possible for all to he actively
engaged in the govermment of a Branch, it s ex-
pected that they will assist the committee by atiend-



