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Competition for Water Tower in form

of Memorial.
The competition set by the Christchurch Educa-

tion Board for a Soldiers’ Memorial in the form of a
water tower drew eight designs, which have been
adjudicated upon by Mr. W. M. Page, architect, of
Wellington. A prize of £3/3/- was offered by the
Education Board, and the adjudicator very gener-
ously gave his fee, £2/2/- as a second prize. The
winning design “Konk,” is by H. L. Hickson, Wel-

lington. Design “Tower,” by G. E. Wilson, of Wel-
lington, is placed second. We also publish the
design “P.N.P.,” by R. A. Patterson, of Wellington,
which is placed third. The judge’s report runs as
follows:

“The difficulty confronting competitors must
have been to determine whether it was a water
tower or a soldiers’ memorial that they were called
upon to design, and it is interesting to note that four
competitors call it a “water tower,” two call it a
“memorial water tower,” and two a “soldiers’
memorial in the form of a water tower.” The com-
petitors have been further embarrassed by reason of
the conditions stating that consideration will be

given to designs including some further useful fea-
ture. It is quite clear that it is not the desire of
the promoters of the competition to erect a soldiers’
memorial, or at any rate they desire to have some-
thing of a decidedly utilitarian nature for their
money, and the memorial to a great extent is lost
sight of. These conditions are not likely to call
forth successful designs, and' the erection of such
“combination memorials” should be discouraged. .

At a conference held at the Royal Academy a
few months ago to discuss war memorials this aspect

of the question was dealt with. The First Commis-
sioner of Works in speaking in support of a move-
ment to establish a central body of advice in connec-
tion with the erection of war memorials said he
hoped it would succeed in saving the country from
the erection of unsightly objects intended at memor-
ials, and that “utilitarian buildings for this purpose
should be discountenanced, in favour of artistic
monuments.” If the First Commissioner of Works
entertains this view it should be easily compre-
hended by the average person that a water tank is
not a very high or suitable form for a memorial to
take. If a water tank is what is wanted let it be a
water tank and do not make any attempt to make

Winning Design, “Honk," in Water Tower Competition, set by Canterbury Education Board, by H. L, Hickson, of Wellington


