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two fairly high walls whieh they would have had
with a gabled treatisent.  On the whole the design
has el to comnmend it, its ehief fanlts heing 2
want of compactiess in the plan, and as hefore men-
tioned, too mueh outside walling for its superficial
area.

CWATTLE, —This plan is npt as good as either
of the olher two. The drawing room and hall are
quite desirable, forr though there is ouly one window
in the Tatter i is a laree one.  Its position, however,
is not goad if it is to light the inner hall,  This
inner hall seareely  seems 1o he  wanted, hut
S“Wattle’” appears to have put it there heeause he
did not know what 1o do with 1he spaee. The same
vemarle applies 1o the plate safe. The dining reom
would prove shealotely suntess fer six months in the
vear, a fault which oueht easi v to he aveided i a2
suburban seetion. The kiteben light is praetically a
hoirrowed one, and i placed so that the vange would
not get the full benafit of the lown. There seens to
he no farder, a move exsential thing than a plate safo.
The wall between vorandah and kitehen is wasteful,
heine too thiek.,  On the fivst tleor the point that
strikes e s the ngrrowness of twe of the bed-
rooms. Though havine a lavge floor area the diffi-
culty of placing the fruroiture wonld be considerable.
T the front reom, Tor instanee, 1he head of the hed
wotttd he hetween two of the windows, and its Toot
would e about two feetl onjv from the hearth, The
treatinvent of the outside I like, and would swt a
Tevel suburban site vers well, 1 plaee “Cavus’’ first,
o CWhy Not™ seeand inoerder af et

1%, de . CLERY, F.RILB.A.

Correspondence re Soldiers' Memorials

The following correspondenee appeared in the South-
Tond Times"" reeently, amld we commend it to our readers for

perusial:
To the Editor,

Sir—Some menths ago ndw your paper econtained one
morning an aveount of o statee whieh it was proposed  to
crect at Edendale o5 0 memorinl to the fallen soldiers of that
distriet,  Your reporter expleined that this statwe was the
work of a loeal momnnoertal artist, and that a novel feature
of the production was that it was made of “eoncrete.’” 1
was sufficiently interested to oo and see this statue, 1 am
not an artist, wor o an architeer, and T have no wish 4o
deprecinte the achievement of the senlptor who no doubt
saeeoeded wonderfully well o his strange task, but I do
think that same protest shonld be raised against the over-
whelming indifference, or s it ignoranee, of o community
which allows soeh o envieature of all that s meant hy
seulpture to be put in o pluee of honour and prominenee in
the name of patriofism.

[ believe o similor monstrosity 15 to he ereeted af Woml-
lands, o eertninly the pedestal s already underway, T
shecrely hope they will stop short of thie ““eonerete hera™ of
the Edendale monument.

Tt is not 4o be expeeted, perhaps, that the peaple in the

country districts of New Zealnmd shonld huve any iden of art’

ar of artists, but surely the firmers of Woodlands whao are so
generously defraving the exvenses of the erection might well
Lnve sought advice from someane who at least would have
suved them perpetrating o horrer which in any country with
pretensions to the slightost knowledge of what senlptore is
would Wnve made them the laughing stack of the whole
community,

I am not a New Zealunder, but T blush for it when 1
think that it is probably the only part of the British Empire

where the project of erecting feonerete’’ statues to its
tallen soldiers should pass without & word of censure, lot
ilnme the derision, it deserves.

IHd it not betray a depth of ignorance on the part of the
community which says little for its education and less for its
sonse of the heautiful; the whole business is too ridiculous
for serious notice.

Huwever, it is vot only the people of Woodlands who ap-
parently kuow. ne hetter, but every member of the com-
munity who knows what art neans will be to blame it they
allow these preposterous figures to mar the countryside and
hold up the New Zealand bumpkin as of all humpkins the
must hrainless-T am, cte.,

ANHAMED OF SOUTHLAND,
* % ¥ #

Rir—It is to be hoped that the timely and emphatic
protest voutnined in the letter published in your eolumns this
morning will have some ehastening efleet upon the com-
munity.  To any one who knows aaything of art and
seulptore, mul who s seen the “‘eonerete soldier™ of BEden-
dale, it cannot but appear appalling and well-nigh ineredible
that another suel moustrosity shouwld be contemplated as o
soldivrs" memuorial in Sosthland.  Conerete hridges, concrete
ships, sonerete pill-boves even, but why! oh! why a concrete
soldivrs” memorinl? Ts the vidue of sueh a memorial to con-
sist i oars hulk, in the nunther of tons of conevete it contains,
vather than in its beauwty, its approprinteness, its worthiness
of qits objeet? £200 worth of conerete! Savely it would have
Leen wiser to offer some purt of the sum so generously sub-
seribed Wy the Woodlands farmers for a prize for the hest
desigy for o omemorial to be exeented in something more
appropeinte than conerete, a design produced by some one of
knovledge. training and experienee whe has seen something
of truly artistic work elsewhere.  Beauty and art are not
mere frills and furbelows: to regard them as sueh is the marvk
of ignaraney and unenlightenment, They possess an inflnence
of the greatest value and impertanee that tends to higher
ideals und n keener apprecintion of the finer things of life,
With vegret it is to be wdmitted that there is little in Inver-
curgill to train the cve or the artistie appreciation.  What
heautitul buildings, whuat pietures. what statues have we in
vy eity? T venture to say that there is not more than one
bnilding—nand that is not First Choreh—-with any elaims to
arehitectural heauty, and the only figure to give satisfaction
to the exer wax the bronrze figure of Athene aboeve the
Mthenaeuw, Yot this Iest was eoated with white paint when
the Counetl had that building painted last year! Think of it!
Athene in o eoat of white paint! .\ soldiers’ memorinl done
i eonerete! One ean imagine some antigquarian a few een-
tnrics henee  studying  these huge  blorks of  conerete,
weathoered by time, in o mystified attempt to discaver in
houour of what heathew deity they hnd been erected hy the
curly barvbarian inhabitants of the district.

A thing of heauty is a jox for ever, Let us strive a littls
after the beautiful: Jet owr memorials he worthy of the deeds
of valour and suerifice they commemorate, and sueh as will
awalken feelings of pride not only in our own hearts but in
flie hearts of future generations.—I am, ete.,

ANTI.CONCRETE.

—— To Designers!

We are offering a Prize of
£10 10s, for the best design
for a Soldiers’ Memorial—
Second Prize ... £3 3s.

See Conditions on Page 299
of this issue,




