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TOWN PLANNING.

The Brisbane Conference
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Me S0 Huest Seager, FURILBAL, gave a talk to
the Town Planning  Associatien, Wellington, and
also a publie lecture on Town Planning, carly 1his
wonth on Bis return from the Conference of Town
Planneis held reeentiy in Brishaie, at which he re-
presented 1his cotintry,

The Conferenee attracted 542 delegates, and was
the mweans of hringing  forward some  exeellent
papers on Town Planning, housing, ete. There was
a most valuable exinbition of great educational
value, no less than 40,000 superileial feet of wall
space  heing  covered  with  illustrations  on o all
branches of {he subjiet,  ©*The exhibition—Ilike all
other exhibitions,”” savs My, Seager, “was not ready
for the opening day, but a visit shows the very great
value of it as an cducational medim, Tt willy 1
think, make a far stronger appeal than the papers
read,  Some of the ilustrations were prepared with
great care and skill, and the whole made a most
attractive show. 1t the whole time at the disposal
of the delegates were spent in examining carvetully
this wealth of waterial, they would, 1 think, get a
muel better knowledege of what town planning
meains than they eould get i any other way., 1 s
for this reason that the greatest value acerues from
having the conference in the different States. T
most sineerely hope that in fature vears New Zea-
land will help to contribute to the sueeess of the ex.
hibition more fully than te this one, in ovder that she
may carn the right to ask that she be meluded in 1he
exvele of eontfereneex.  In NMouth Australia great ad-
vanees in praetical town planning have followed the
holding of the conterenee at Adelaide.

Brisbane—judging from the talks | have had
with connnittees, and business men—witl, 1 think,
take the Jeseons to heart with equal  readiness.
Theve is a very great need for hoprovement,  Like
Svdney and Auckland, Brishane has not sold, bhut
actually  thrown away, its birthright. It had
elorious opportunities. % heautiful bread winding
river swrrounding gontly undualating slopes forming
sich a ~ite tfor 2 eity as town planners would re-
joice in. Owing to the many curves in the rviver
there must be a frontage of abouwt 17 or 18 niles
round the city, vet of all this there is only about 2]
to 3 miles of river road.  The wtreets do not follow
the econtour of the modulations, hut run over hill and
valley in bleeks of porfeetly straight lines at right
angles 1o cael other. The eentral partion of the
eity has its blocks of rectangular streets named
Gearge, Albort, and Edward for those which run
parallel inone direetion, and Alice, Mavearet, Mary,
Charlotie, ldlizabeth, Queen, and Ann for those which
run parallel i the other, This appeared to me a

convenient  arrangement, but to  an  “inuoeent
abroad’’ wio overheaird us diseussing town planning
it appeared to leave nothing farther to be desived.
“Brishane is a beantitully planned eity, Al ity lady
strects run one way, aed its gentlemen streets the
other.”  What mare was there 10 be said?

A beginnimg is being made in replanning parts of
the eity, and some very fine buildings have been
crected. The Governnent baildings ranged round
u largs open spaec, are very fine,  The Angliean
Cathedral  reaches  the  high-water  marlke  of
ceelesiastical art. [t s from destgns by Pearson, the
cminent  Gothie  architect, who desighed  Truro
Cathedral. The nave, towers, and spives have vet to
he built, but the castern portion new ecompleted gives
pronise of a magnifieent whole. Tt will undoubtedlr
he tite finest Anelican Cathedral in Australasia, and
a worthy rival to the Roman Catholie Cathedral at
Svdney, Brishane, thorefore, has very fine works to
form the pueleus of city  beautification. But the
wost urgent necessity s the better housing of in-
dustrial workers, and it is 1o the solution of this
most important problem that Brishaue will he'led in
the conference. :

The recoption of the delegates 1o the Town
Planning Conference by the Mayvor was an extremely
mteresting funetion.  Brishane is even worse off
than oursclves for a hall in whieh eivie funetions
can he held with proper civie dignity. Tt was held in
a dilapidated old  struetwre approached along a
rieht-of-way giving acecss to a billiard saloon and
other places—-4 very poor setiing indeed for the
Mayor, in all his rich panoply ofibffice, inclnding a
cockad  hat, “The Mayor (Aldevman John  Me-
Master) ix a oost  interesting  personality,  In
architeetwral language we should speak of hiw as
heing ahout 24 diameters high—his short body ear-
ries a large bead eovered with a4 wass of grey haiv
and a Wruger-like beard.  Te is Brishane’s “grand
old wan,” and i1 added wnzh to the interest of the
proceedings that he was receiving us on his 8%k
hirtheay,

Delegates were made {o feel at onee at howme hy
heing asked fo sit round small tables loaded with
light vefreshients. The State delegates, ineluding
Now Zealand’s vepresentative, were invited to the
platform. ‘There was no formality 3 fun, hanter and
humour were the notes struek by the Mavor, and
theyv beeame the deminant notes of all the sub-
sequent speechoes,

At last yvear’s eonference, a veference to a
“shmless  Adelaide’ threw down the gauntlet,
which was quickly tuken up by the ether inter-State
delegates, who caelh in twrn stoutly maintained that



