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tives of the architects, civil engincers, and the Town
Planning Association uwnanimously agreed upon
points on which the Town Planning Bill can be im-
proved. One vitally impoertant reeommendation this
conferenee makes is that there should be at the head
of the movewent a trained town planner, of world-
wide knowledge. The departmental cxperts pro-
posed by the Minister of Internal Affairs are all
valuable, but experts take too exelusive a view as a
rule, the sanitary engineer, for instance, heing too
much inelined to think that when good draining ix
provided for, the prineipal work has heen done.
Drainage is essential, but there are other essentials
too, and the man of hroad cxperience will know the
varied requirements and use all the cexperts to
perfect a good genceral schewme, We helieve that the
movewent we have so long advoeated is at last fairly
under weigh, that it now has sufficient impetus to
prevent a steppage if difficulties are encountered.

In the lobhy of TParliament Build-

Our ing, Wellingten, may he seen a large
Honoured slab of conerete which represents
Dead some official attempt to provide a

standard type of head-stone to mark
the grave of cvery Xew Zealander whe has given up
his life for the Allied cause during this war. Tt is a
high and solemn duty, this marking the resting plaee
of gallant men who faithfully and hevoieally did
their duty even unto death, and we would have been
glad, were it possible, to record that the offieial
design  suggests  something  appropriate  to  its
purposc. But unfortunately it only raises a sng-
gestion of a cheap and nasty jobh, Tn outline re-
sembling a shortoned fenee paling of a tvpe familiar
to those who see timheramill catalogues, this
wretehed creation of some 'ill-trained experimenter
bears on its face, in rvelief, a conercte evoss, within
the angles of which appear the initials of the New
Zealand  Expeditionary  Toree,  Lower down,
mounted on an inelined. hevel of conerete, is a
small tablet of warble, which is doubtless provided
to bear the name of the soldier. The slab apparvently
is intended to lie on the ground, which would
heighten the sugeestion that its hest use would he as
a paving-stone.  Very soon after its appearance, the
little warble slab fell off its eonercte hed, and this
official experiment in head-stone  design looked
extremely untidy and shoddy,

There is, however, some hope of

Designs hetter things. The Government re-
in (quested the proprietors of New Zea-

New Zealand Jand marble qguarries to  submit
Marble designs  and  priees,  Obviously,

whoere thousands of head-stones have,
unfortunately, ta he provided, nothing elahorate
n Franaiedharl

could be furnished, hut wo have soen same sample
head-stones of New Zealand marble, about 3 feet 6
inehes high by 2 feet in widih, which meet the re-
quirements of good taste in design and proportion,

and bear no evidenee of shoddiness. A polished eross
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and the N.ZK.F. initials appear in a panel of rubble,
ot as it is teehnieally termed “sparrow-hilled’ sur-
faee. A small hronze tahlet is provided helow the
panel for the soldier’s name and other partieulars,
This type of headstone is immeaswrably in advanee
of the conerete slah, for it looks well, will stand the
climiate for many years without serions deterioration
in appearanee, and has the sentitnental advantage of
heing a New Zealand stone of which we are proud.
We are also glad 1o be able to add that the cost of
this very appropriate headstone will not be appreci-
ably greater than the conerete slah.  We suggost
that the latter should at onee he set up in soue
remete gorner as a wmemotrial to mis-applied effort.
If the originator feels hurt over sueh a course heing
adopted, he should zain eonsolation from the know-
Tedge that the monument would he unreecognisahle as
sueh in less than a generation!

Unfortunately the Government is not

Misapplied the

oily  sinner  in wis-applyvine
Material cotercte for memorial purposes.  We
have  consistently  advocated  the

widened use of this splendid and adaptahle material,
but never inowr weirdest night-marves did we drean
that it would offend us in this euise of scldicers’
memorials. But in Seuthland distriet, the laudible
desire to perpetuate the memory of fallen heroes has
taken this most undesirable shape, A local under-
taker was entrusted with the task of providing a
suitable memorial, and he displaved the limitations
which might be expeeted of the local undertaker.
The contributors to the fund were given good value
in the large mass of ornate concrete provided, hut
the geneval effeet of the design was to make anvone
with artistic pereeption feel sorry for the eommunity
whieh thus permitted its Hne sentiments te be in-
actequately vepresented,  There will he a general
desitre for soldiers’ memorials  thronghout New
Zealand, and we hope that these projeets will not he
huriiedly undertaken, 1t is a sad and solemn duty,
and the memorial should suggest, in every line, its
high purpose of reminding posterity that in these
days we were proud of our heroes, and we mouwrned
their Toss. We appeal to the aichitectural profession
1o assert itself in this huportant nmatter of public
wood taste. The general publie is alwayvs willing to
he led by those who are qualificd, and it is generally
appreciative of sound advice. In the hope that some-
thing wore appropriate than eonercte in ornate mass
can be put forward for local soldiers’ memorials,
“Progress’ offers a prize for the hest desten, accord-
ing to conditions appearing in another part of this
issue.  As there is a great publie purpose to he
served in this conneetion, we believe that the in-
trinsie value of the prize will bhe the least of the
inducements to enter this competition, 1t is our in-
tention to thoroughly follow up the subjeet, and en-
deavour to ercate a proper appreciation of good
design and  appropriate  materiat for  these
memorials. 1 we ecan commenee by demonstrating
that there is no laek of artistic talent in New Zea-
land, owr task will be comparatively casy.



