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The Clock

The Tunet o Bracket Clock and systens of clock
dials shown in connection with the New  Zealand
[nsurance Building was imported and creeted by AL
Kohn (17 L. Diddams, manager, 178 Quecn Street,
Aueldand. I ix one of the most up-to-rlate systems of
tinte keeping that is pessible to obtain, and should be
contualy adepted by all business honses wheie
correel te Is essential. The great advantages con
veeted with these clocks ave unifornity and aceracy
with every elock in the bnilding, No winding whatever
s requived. Btfeetiveness, reliability and mdepend.
cnee are assured. There s Httle o no variation wlhers
a number of clocks are necded, The orioinal cutlay
is no more than the old style of clock.  The elochs
consist of an eleetrieally deiven peadualing, called
naster clock, which operates any number ol dials
The pendudune i combined with a siinple switeh 5o
that both the time keeping and switching Tunetions
are perfornied antomatieally, awd inoan ideal manmer,
Fach dia) Tas 2 one wheel ™ movewent behind it yet
this shimple neehanism seewres uniformity and acaoraie
tine-keeping  withont  winding up or any  other
attentiow.  The elock shown on the building has two
dials placed V7 shape, to coable it to be seen the full
length of Queen Bt Each dial is § ff, i diameter,
cloel over all heing 8 ft. Case is composed of antiyue
bronze and weighs over a ton. The lighting is aulo-
nattically tiwrned on aned oft according to the season
of the years. The power is dervived from the eity
waing through the master elock ereeted in the hoard
room. In case of failure of the eity supply, the power
iy devived frem the ordinary dry‘eclls, The firmy of
A, Kohn have also in hand anether order for a
shintar systewr to be erceted for a well-known Queen
Strect fivm,
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Electrical Installation

The clectrical installation is of a wmost compre-
heusive character. comprising over 500 lights and 150
heating plugs.  Power is supplied front the under
ground nains of the Aueklawd City Conneil, and s
led o two main swileh boards in the basement from,
wheree it radiates 1o 29 distribution eentres through-
out the building.  All distributing pipes, telephones,
wires, cte, ave led up two conduil wells located on
either side ol the main stairway which extend the
whole height of the huilding, providing an vasy means
of extending and altering civeuits,  The main offices
wd corvidars arve Tit with indirect fixtures giving an
even and restful illumination.  Lighting and heating
poinits ave provided o cach tenant s office, ko arrangsl
that any cobination of rooms may he grouped for
metering purposes ot the switehhoard with a mininmg
distwrbanee of conneciious. A private intereom-
munieating systen of 200 lines capaeily 1s instalicd
hetween various parls of the main offices.  Conduits
vadiate from cach room in the huilding to the two con-
it wells, permitting the easy installation of exehang:
telephones  without  terfering  with  the  internal
deeorations. The two maln elevators ave of the Sinith
Mlevens makes, having three speeds, the maxinnn
heing 5300 £ per minate, A sialler autowatie elevator
is provided for goods serviee,  Messrs, Tolley & Son,
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Chews Lane, Wellington, are vesponsihde for  the
sicessful caveying out of the above installations with
the exception of the clevators whicl were installed by
The Eleetric Construetion oy, Auckland,

The Stairs

The staivs 1o the mezzanine Hoors are all in solid
vile, and were built by My Geo. Stevenson, who, in
addition to eiving a first class job, has faithiully
carricd out the artistie design which is the hall mark
of the professional workman.,  Mr. Stevenson, who
has Tor 20 vears beon building stairs exelusively,
savy that T ix seldon given sueh scope as e
had on the stairs al the New Zealand  fnswranes
Building.  No skimping or cconomy was requived,
everviing  is  massive,  solid and  substamial,
vet these stairs, although heautitul in appearanee,
sre not over-burdened with enrichnwent. The beanti-
ful straight lines with plain faces and bold curves
showing olf the inbuitable wrain of oak, give at onee
the mpression of chaste design, substantial con-
struetion, and artistic workmanship. The stairs are
a credit alike 1o the building and 10 the builder, and
one would go a long way hefore finding suech a com-
hination of heauty, strength, and artistic merit as are
found in these staivs.

Australian Boring Beetles

Some  correspormdence has passed  through  the
Christehureh papers regarding 1he alleged  danger
of importing Australian boring heetles of a large
size in timber nsed for telegraph peles. The matier
was referred to Meo K. Shrimpton, engineer to the
Post and Telegraph Department, who said e had
noticed the tunuels bored by beetles o 1he timber
used for poles, bt he had never yet been able to
findd the Iviug beetle. though he had looked for at
cavefullv. I considered that so far as the South
Island was coneerned, and the colder parts of New
Zealamd, there need be litle fear of an Australian
Beetle living, as the elimate would kil it. b the
Auckland distriet, however, inseets such as white ant
bad Deen imperted from Australiz, and damage had
been cansed by it. and in this elimate boring beetles
might survive,  Mr, Shrimpton thinks thai the holes
in the poles were probably made when the tree was
in its living state.  Knguiries made at the Christ-
chureh museum  regavding the matter elicited the
fact. that Australiun beetles of the boring vaviety
had been found as Tar back as 1873, There was one
labelled as having heen found in Tully s eowshed ™
in February, 18730 in the Wakefiekl collection, but,
generally speaking, an inseet of Dmpoerted  speeles
was rarely found.  On the other hand, New Zealand
has a lavge aative family of beetles ranging in size
from a fraction of an inch {o ncarly two ineches
long, which all bhore in timber during the larval
stage, hut in many cases these beetles do not atfack
the living tree, but chiefly confine their attention te
dead and rotten wood.  The opinion was again ex-
prossed byoour informant at the muasenm that the
colidd climate of Canferbury and the South Island
wag more than likely to kill Australian insecis,



