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to {alke the wool to Fneland and send baek the manu-
factired product, and labowr and money ave un-
necessarily absorbed.  Another important develop-
ment which has already cowme 1o pass is the estahlish-
ment 1o Ausiralia of a laree Tactory by Nestles 1td,,
the world-wide business handling eondensed milk
and choeolate, Sinee it was anmounzed that the firm
of Lysaghis had deeided te ereet works in Australia
several important British mannfacturing eompanies
heve been considering the question of following on
the sawe lies, partly heeause they have sinee leand
to realise the aetivities of their foreign competitors
in this direetion.  Aostralia, though unable to ship
many of the raw watevials which she preduees, is
very prospeirous al present owing {o the arrange-
menis wideh have beenn made Dy the Tinperial Gov-
crpment for paving for these produets, whether
shipped  or nol. Consequently  there  are  large
anounts of money constantly waiting to he invested.
Those engaged in pastoral, wmining, and other Aus-
tralian eonecrns, ave partieularly interested in the
new development to seeure a more aetive Anelo-
Australian development of the industiies of the Com-
menwealth, as it is vealised that an opportunity now
presents itselt of associating themselves with some
of the prineipal British manufaeturers in developing
certain industries in Australia which the war has
shown to he vitally neeessary., So far as New Zea-
land is coneerned, we know of two cases in which
firms of high standing have decided te establish
manufactories in the Dominion. A hranch faetory of
a well known wire business is to be established o
Auekland, and the plans for a large huilding ave in
hand. Anocther buportant development s at Petone,
near Wellineton, where Messes, Lever Bros., of Sun-
light Soap fame, have asequired a large works site
and some old factory huildings, and are putting in a
soap-making plant to deal with their New Zealand
made. We wonld like Lo see the Government fake
ari interest in this movement hy freeine the Para-
para iron deposits from the inertia whieh has tied
them up for many years, and it eould well under-
tale, for the salke of our primarvy producers. the
areat husiness of manufacturing nitrates by utilising
the splendid water power resourees of the South
Tsiand Sounds distriet.

A peliey of Inisk development is

Providing wanted as an important feature of
for Qur the big problem of putting our fight-
Soldiers ing men back into civilian employ-

ment,  Out of 107,380 New  Zea-
landers who Jeft owr shores in the Fxpeditionary
Foree, 22,777 have returned,  This ix hut a mild in-
stabment of what is cventually 1o eowme, and the
problem was easy enough to dispose of temporarily
Because the retwming drafts were small, and spread
cvoer long perinds.  Byven now, however, there has
arisen a diffieulty in placineg a nunher of Auckland
ex-soldicrs v ecmployment.  The organisation to
neet this need, the Disehareed Soldiers’ Tnformation
Department, has  placed 2,968 wen, but 11,490
happily managed without Government aid. We ave
afeaid that this Department is heeoming too muech of
a typical self-contained Government organisation, to
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which soldices will Took wmainly for “a CGovermnent
o7 TP i is woing to he a real suecess, a vital
Tactor in the tuask of re-establishing the soldier as a
citizen, i1 must hraneh  out extensively, sceure
voluntary aid in all paris of the Dominton, and
organise a thorough campaion in favour ol pre-
ferenee to the returned soldier.  Fmplovers and
prominent 1rade union workers should he asked to
actively interest themselves iy the Departinen!’s
work, and the Targe emplovers of Tabour should he
asked, as a national duly, to make openings for re-
turned wen, thougl they may be vestless and holow
pav in the watter of steady application 1o their
civilian tasks for a while.  Government jobs and
soldiers” settlements will fail far short of covering
all requirements, and we sugoest that now s the
time for employers as a whole (o join with 1he Gov-
erument in s repatriation seheme,  Prospeetive
openings for returned men should be seheduled up
in readiness Tor the {inal rush when peaee comes,
Not only ix this a reasenable thing to ask from the
standpoint of patiietic duty, hut it may well he re-
varded as a sound insurance poliey against lahour
troubhles which will certainly avise in an acute formif
a lavge body of ex-fighting men is twmed loose vpon
an uhready and apparently unsympatlhietic sworld.
Tt is with

some «atisfaclion over a

N. Z. fine picee of huilding done wnler the
Insurance diffieultics of war time that, n this
Co.'s issue, we oive full particulars of 1he
Offices New Zealand Tnswranee Cowmpany’s
splendid new office in Queen Street,

Auckland.  This imposing and cfficiently planned

office bloek will enable Aueklanders fo visnalise 1he
hmportanee and prestige of a company whicl, sfart-
ing in their midst, has grown o proportions hevend
the dreams of its founders. [s husiness is not eon-
fined to the Dominion, and it Is a matter for pride
that such a company can go into the commereial
world and hold iis own anyvwhere,  As for its new
headquarters, we need not here partieularise, hut we
call_attention to the fact that the architeets are a
New Zealand firin—-there was no need to zo outside
the Dominion for suitable plans mud adviee—avhile
the principal materials are of New Zealand erigin,
The fine marble from Golden Bax is used for the first
time in an Auckiand huilding, 1t stands the ehisel,
and tfakes a high pelish, so that when owr arvehi-
teetural ideas expand, and there s a call for great
and worthy national buildings, it is evident that we
witl not need to seck far Tor saitable material for the
purpose.  Lredit mnst be given 1o the New Zealand
Government for setitng the fashing in the use nf New
Zealand marbie. But for its adoption in the front
and bhack clevations of DParliament Buildines, 1his
fine huilding material would have remained acees-
sible to the industiry exeept at prohibitive eost. 1 i
coming more aid more Info use for portant hnilil-
mes, and the putting down ef a diamond saw plani
in Wellington has enahled it 1o be cheaply worked
up, despite its fough structure,  The large amount
of space given to the description of the New Zealand
Tnsuranece Company’s building has neeessarily enr-
tailed, and in some eases exelnded, other matiers
usually dealt with.



