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A report was recently cabled fron
The Sydney showing that theve had beena
Building slumyp last year in building operations.
Slumgp. It was subsequently gnestioned by a

well kmown buildmy, who made a com-
parison in expenditure, but the fact vemains, that if
proper allowanee is. made for the inercased cost of
huilding, there has been a slump in builling astivities
in New South Wales, and the smne unfortunate posgi-
tion prevails in New Zealand. The maiustay of build-
ing in normal times is the provision of dwellings.
There are fortunate people who ean provide themiselves
with new houses, regardless of the eommereial side of
the proposition, These owners have gone on, to a
limited extent, in spite of the disadvantages oecesioned
by the war, but building dwellings as a conanereial
proposition is quite out of the question in New Zea-
land to-day, thongh the dewaund for dwellings m
siich eentres as Wellington is absolntely unsatisfied.
If private enterprise cannot do it. the Staie or the
municipality must come into the business, for dwel-
lings are a necessity, and the lack of them at reason-
able rents constitutes a serious handicap to industrial
conecrns employing large bodices of labour. We are
emphatically of opinion that the municipalities of
New Fealand have here an opening for their enter-
prise which will bring enormous benefit to the peopie.
They have ample power to undertake housing schemes,
but it is spread over several statutes, and vequires soine
research to discover the full powers. By turning up
various amendments of the Muunicipal Corporations
Aet, and the Housing Act, it wilt be found that muni.
cipalities have power to horrvow for the purpose of
providing houses for their residents. These ean bhe
built either as simple renting propositions. or for sale
on time payments. Auekland a year or so ago, decided
to go in for some sueh seheme, and advertised for
eompetitive plans, which were submitted. 'We under-
stand that the architects were able fo submit plans
for good dwellings, of niee appearance, which were
capable of being built at a reasonable eost, and eould
thercfore be let at low rentals, and bought by the
workingman tenauts under an easy systen of pay-
ments.

The War Possibly the war is the cause of delay
or the in carrying out this exeellert schane,
Ratepayer  bLut it is more than likely that the

veto of the big ratepayer was respon-
sible, for this influence is exercised most mysteriously
in some of our citics. In Wellington, for instance,
there is a Greater Wellington Town Planning and
Municipal Association. It takes an interest in town
planning, but its constitution is sueh that if a compre-
hensive municipal housing scheme came forward, the
last body to give it official support would be this
Association, which is first a ratepayers’ protection
league, and after that—a long way afler we are afraid
—a Town Planning Association. The leading spirits
in this association are opposed to a betterment clause
in any Town Planning Act. They are opposed to
raising loans without the sanction of the ratepaycrs,
who ean be guaranteed to block any important money-
spending scheme which is calenlated to interfere with
private profits from houses. Private enterprise has

given up the {ask of building vented dwellings, hut
the ratepayvers of Wellington would have to be earried
off their feet with campmigning hefore they wonld
sanetion a loan for municipal dwellings. Mo a state
of stagnation prevails, though the need in Wellington
is urgent. Wellingtonians arve acenstomed to see in
every dssue of their daily papers advertisements offer-
ing a bonus—sonetiines as mnch as £10— to persons
who will secure for the anxious advertiser 2 house to
live in.  The system is so ingrained thai recently
someone wrote to the press protesting against house-
owners adopting i1, by demanding a bonus for them-
selves before they wonld Tet their honuses.

Munieipal and State housebuilding is
A Joint a well recognised  responsibility  in
Responsibility England, and is heing taken up af
present with venewed vigowr.  The
necessity of properly housing the hundreds of thous.
ads of war workers hag heen Targely responsible for
the revival of the housing ¢uestion, and it is so general
that all elasses of workers will henefit, We can depend
on the mnnerens honsing and town planning assoeia-
tions in the Old Country to take full advantape of the
tidle of public opinion which is helping them so waon-
derfully, and we ean only hope that a similar move
ment will arise here, as a result of the sevicus famine
in homses in some parts of New Zealand, votably in
Wellington. [t is reported to be bad all over the
North Island, so much so that railway workers, who
are liable to be transferved when promoted, offen
refuse promotion if it mesns moving [rom the Sough
to the North Island. We would like to give some facts
showing what is being Jdone in England at the
moment,  Bristol Couneil have adopted the seheme
for building 2,000 houses in five garden suburbs, and
have instrueted the Committee to report on the prob-
able cost of 8,000 additional houses. It is evident
that the National Aindstry is theroughly alive to the
situation and is elosely eo-operating with wunieipali-
tics in a great public duty.  The President of the
Local Govermmment Beard, the Rt, Hon, W, Tlaves
Fisher reeently announeed that replies to reeent offi-
cial cireniars ndicated the probable need of 300,000
ltouses. e was able te announce that H00 Jocal
authorities had intimated their witlingness to pro-
vide more than 150,000 houses. Those anthorities
added that something, but not mueh, might he ex-
peeted from private enterprise. My, ayes Fisher
indicated that there was to e a kind of parinevship
in thig matter between Iocal authorities aud the Gov-
ermment.  The Treasury had agreed to find 75 per
cent, of the estimated deficit, leaving 25 per cent. 1o
he horne by the ratepayers---in any ecase not more
than a penny rate. The tocal anthorities had been
informed that the Deparimeni would expeet that
there should not he more than 12 houses to every
aere in an urban distriet, and not move than 8 in a
rral distriet. We hope that the English example
will stimutate New Zealand fownplamiers to a vigor-
ous housing campaign. Ti has such a direet practieal
bearing on the people’s welfare that the eampaign
would at once beeome popuiar, And  popu-
larity for an idea Is the open seseme to the atiention
of New Zealand politicians,



