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Industrial Buildings

present many problems in the selection of the roof
covering that will give satisfaction. Some of the
most desirable features are moderate capital cost,
durahiiity, weatherproofness, lightness, immanity
from action of smoke or fumes, ease of fixing, &c.
These good points, and more, are to he found in

ertain-tee

Asphalt Roll Roofing, which has proved equally
satisfactory on flat or pitched roofs. Drop a post-
card to Joun CHaMBERS & SoN LrD., Stuart 5L,
Dunedin, or St. Asaph St., Chrisichurch, for free
samples and price list of this modern roofing.  You
cannot afford to overlook Certain-teed if you are
building a Be:-hive, Crib, Hous:, Factory, or
Township. It's good for flocr-covering also.

to anyone interested by

Samples and Literature concerning CERTAIN-TELED will be freely posted

JOHN CHAMBERS ® SON Ltd.

Fort Street (Head Office) - AUCKEAND
Jervois Quay - - WLELLINGTON
Lowe Street - - GISBORNE

200/2 S5t. Asaph Street - CHRISTCHURCH
Stuart and Cumberland Streets DUNEDIN

Mention of ‘" Progress’’ when writing ensures prompt attention
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OF SUPPLIERS OF MATERIALS, &c., &c.

We frequently get enquirics from Architects,
of specialities connected with the various trades,

Builders, Engincers, &e., asking for names and addresses of suppliers
Buppliers frequently assume that because they send out a printed

eircular or make a call now and then on users, that they have dene all that is necessary tv ‘‘keep the users’ memory

green.’’  This is quite a mistake.
formation that he sees regularly.

This is why we have started this “Directory’” to which hundreds of our eclients refer almost daiy,
regular advertiser with us, your name goes into the Directory free of charge.

The User must have instant and ready means of reference to some reliable source of in

If you are a
If not, write us for termg which are nominal.

Architectural Works—
# Progress * Publishing Dept,, 10 Willis Street

Baths—

Hargreaves, Jas., Auckland

Bricks—
Glenmore Brick Yards, Hillsborough, Christehurch

Building Stone—
Wilson, J. & A., Ltd., Buckle Street, Wellington

Buying Agents (English)—
Wm. Wilson & Sons, Abchurch Lane, London, E.C

Cement Pipes—
Cement Pipe Co., Musterton

Cement—
Craig, J. 4., Ltd., 100 Queen Street, Auckland
Golden Bay Cement Coy., Nathans’ Buildings. Wellington
Reese Bros., Christchureh.
Chote, W. A,, Farish Street, Wellington

Cement (Waterproofer)—
* Pudlo,”” Patersen & Robertson, Auckland.

Concrete Paint—

Holmes, Francis, Woodward Street, Wellington ; Lichfield

Street, Christchurch

Directory—
H. J. Clurk, 46 Morgan Bt., Petersham, Sydney, Australia

Fire Bricks—
Tyneside Proprietary, Ltd. Custombouse Quay, Wellington

Electrical Equipment—
Tolley and Son Ltd,, Chew’s Lane, Wellington,

Glass Manufacturers—

Pilkington Bros., Ltd., Clo F. DButcher, 1.0, Bov 1004,
Auckland,

Hotels-
MeCarthy*s Family Hotel, Taupo Quay, Wangapni

Leadlights—
Bradley Bros., 782 Columbo Street, Christchurch

Patent Agents—
Baldwin & Rayward, Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and
Dunedin
Photographers—

Bartlett, W, H., 10 Willis Street, Wellington, and Queen Sireet,
Auckland

Ranges—
Roberts’ Iron, Bteeland Oven Works, 43 Munners St,, Wellington

Roofing Tiles and Slates—

Briscoe and Co., Ltd., Auckland, Wellington, Christchureh,
Dunedin and Invercargill

Chambers, John & Son, Ltd., Auckland, Wellingten, Gisborne,
Christchurch and Dunedin

Gualter, Aubrey d& Co., Featherston Street, Wellington
Redpath and Bons, Ltd., Christchurch, Wellington, Auekland
Steel Construction—
Burt, A. and T. Ltd, Auwckland, Wellington, Christ-
church, Timaru, Dunedin, Invercargill
Timber Merchants—
Leyland O'Brien, & Coy., Aucklund

Waterproofer for Cement—
'* Pudlo,”’ Paterson & Robertson, Auckland

Mention of ‘‘Progress’” when writing ensures prompt atfention
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Annual Subscriptions: —To uny address €/6 post free, single
copies 9d. Note: 1/- will be allowed on this account if
paid in advance,

Remittances should be made by Post Ofiice or Money Order.
All cheques, plus exchange, to be made payable to Harry I
Tombs Ltd., and sent direet to P.O. Box 481, Wellington.

All communications to be addressed to ‘‘The Proprietors,
‘Progress,’ Box 481, Wellington.”?

Advertising Rates will be sent on applieation.

To Our Advertisers—All copy for advertising matter must
be in our hands by the 10th of the month preceding
publication, otherwise no responsibilify with regard to
insertion will be undertaken.

The Edifor will at all times be glad to receive Illustrated
Articles on subjects of interest for consideration, previded
the articles are short and to the point,and the facts authentic.

Should subseribers continue to reeeive copies of this
journal ufter expiry of current year, it will be accepted as
an intimation that they are desirous of subscribing for a
further period of twelve months.

In case of change of address, or irregularity of this
paper’s delivery, subscribers should send immediate motice.

Publisher's Announcements.

Our 64th Competition.

We offer u prize of £1 1s. for the design 1djudged to be
the best for
‘ A Six-Roomed House

with ground and first floor to ke built on a flut suburban
seetion with 150 feet frontage to a road rumning along its
southern side. The materials to be used for outside walls to

any of the following:—ZEntirely hrick; Briek covered
with plaster or finished in any  suitable manner; Briek
plastered (rough or smocth) with quoins or facings of
briek; Conerete plastered or finished in any other suitable
manncr; Conercte and brick sombined. Hanging tiles or
slutes may be used in the gables or elsewlere. Dartitions
to be shown 6 inches thick, Roof to bo covered with tiles or
slates. The voems, ete., to be upproximately of the arens
given below, Heights of ground floor te be 10 feet for
main rooms, tor first floor they are not to be less than §
feet over half their area.

Drainage into sewers {pukiie), rain water into pits
The design for front fenee, or wnll, with gates (single and
double) to be shown. Verandah cn North side only. DBay
windows or portico at the eption of the designer.

Sizes:—Hall not less than T teet wide. Stairease not
Drawing room about 300 square feet

less than 3 feet wide.
exelusive of window recesses. Dining room about 144 square

feet. Kitehen 120 square feet. Seullery about 100 square
feet, Bed room No, 1 same size us drawing room. Cther
two bed rooms not less thiun 170 square feet each. There

must 2lso be a safe, storve voom, bath room, W.C. (separate
from the bath room), linen eloset, etc. The laundry and out-
building need not be included. Drawings to be to dinch
seale, finished in ink.

Mr. F. de J. Clere, T.R.IL.B.A,, of Wellington, has kindly
set this subject,

Designs must be sent in finished as above, under a non-
de-plume addressed to ‘“Progress,”” & Jarish Street, Welling-
ton, and marked clearly ‘‘Sixty-fourth Competition’’ on out-
side with a covering letter giving competitor’s name, and
address of employer. Designs to he sent in by July 21st.

—_—

Our 65th Competition.

We offer o prize of £1 1s, 0d. (together with an, addi-
tional prize of £1 1s. 0d. kindly deonated by the judge), and
a second prize of 103, 6d. for the design adjudged to be
the best for a

City Ofifice Block.

It is proposed to ereet a block of shops and offices on
a section 120 ft. deep by 30 ft. {rontage {centre to centre
of purty walls) with » frontage to & main street and baek
street. The site 1s bound by two party walls, two storeys
high, 14 ft, and 12 #£t, respectively, with 18 £t. and 14 ft.
bLrickwork. The adjoining buildings being old it must be
assumed that the foundations will not carry the additional
loadings; and further, as it is not possible to treat with
the adjoining owners, the party-walls eannot be removed,
but permission is given to cut into the party walls to the
centre line at intervals.

The site is on reclaimed land 20 ft. deep to the rock
and high water 5 ft. from the street line, the nature of
the borings indicates that digging to foundation bases may
be resorfed to.

Requirements.—Shops facing euch street with separate
lav accommodation, + upper floors in series of offices with
jav accommodation on each floor. Direct natural lighting
and ventilation must he given to each oflice. The site being
limited in width, the oweer requires full use made between
the party walls.

Drawings requized.—Details of construction of founda-
tions to % inch scale. Details of storing, ete., as requisite
te & ineh seale. lans of ground and first floor together
with longitudinul und eruss sections to } inech scale.

Mr. B. C, Chilwell, A.RILB.A. of Auckland, has kindly
set this subjeet and will adjudicate.

Designs must be sent in finished as above, under a nom-
de-plume addressed to ‘‘Progress,”’ § Farish Street, Welling-
ton, und marked elearly */Sixty-fifth Competition’’ on out-
side with a covering letter giving competitor’s name, and
address of employer. Designs to be sent in by Sept. 21st.

Conditions of “Progress” Competitions

The Editor reserves the right of publishing any or ail the
designs submitted, and while every care will be takea of
drawings, po responsibility is accepted should any loss or
damage be sustained. Those desiring their designs returned
must send postage to cover cost of same. No award will
be made unless at least three designs are sent in for any
oue competition,  Unless otherwise stated drawings are to
be in black and white only,

Notice to Subscribers

‘*N.Z. Building Progress’’ is posted each moath through
the G.P.O. at Wellinglon. If any subscriber should not get
his copy, another will be sent him if we are notified in good
time.  The paper is supplied from year to year only, and
if subseribers continue to receive the paper after expiry of
the current year, we shall accept it as an intimation of their
desire to continue for another twelve months. We under-
take to supply the paper for such further term. Notice
ot discontinuance must be sent to the Manager, 8, Farish
Street, Wellington in writing, as no Agent has authority
to receive notice of discontinuance on our behalf. The sub-
seription is 8/6 per annum. A diseount of 1/- will be allowed
off this amount if subseription is paid in advance.
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PILK[NGTON’S

BRITISH MADE

POLISHED PLATE and MIRRORS
SHEET WINDOW GLASS

FIGURED ROLLED,
ROUGH and ROLLED PLATE

PATENT FIRE RESISTING WIRED
GLASS

PATENT PRISMATIC ROLLED GLASS
{for lighting dark interiors.)

REPRESENTATIVE ;

@// f’// szt/c/ Erad

P. 0. BOX 1084,
AUCKLAND.

PILKINGTON BROS., LTD.

GLASS WORHS

ST. HELENS

ENGLAND.

Why Use Wooden Laths on
Exterior Walls ?

Why make a Cavity Wall when you

can make a Stronger Solid One ?

Simply paint on R.L W, (Remember
It's Waterprool) No, 232 on the in-
terior of exterior walls and put on your
lime and hair mortar. The 232 binds
the mortar to the hrickwork like glue
binds wood. No damp will get through.
Tt is & permanent joh.

Bostwick Trussloop Metal Lath

makes fireproof partitions and ceilings
on wooden studs and joists.

Dominion
Insulators

Made in the Dominion
by Dominion Workmen
from Dominion Clay. . .

Tested and used by Public Works and
City Councils.

Quality equal to imported article

Far Prices and full Parvfenlars apply o

d. A. Redpath & Sons

LIMITED

181 CASHEL ST. - - CHRISTCHURCH N.Z,

FRANCIS HOLMES

10 Woodward Street - WELLINGTON
.0, Box 418 Thone 208
OR
138 Lichfield Street - CHRISTCHURCH

.0, Bex 160 Thone 2395

Y Truly an Art that ean bring a Hring individual
befove owr eyes, is a great Art”’

ENLARGED PORTRAITS of SOLDIERS

BARTLETT

ARE LIFE-LIKE, and in every sense faithful likenesses
of the ORIGINALS.
We do not employ Canvassers, so kindly call

or write direct for further particulars—you
will rave commissions and get better work.

oo ONE {W H. BARTLETT,

Photographer,
QUEEN STREET -

Address :
AUCKLAND

Mention of ‘‘Progreas’’ when writing ensurea prompt attentiom
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Editorial Comment

Contents for July N .
New Zealand is to be represented at
Page Australian the seeond Australian Town Planning
Directory 242 TOWT_\” congress opening at Brisbane on July
1 s 3 Planning st, by Mr. S, Turst Seager, of
Publisher’s Announcements 24 Conference.  (livistchurch, whose visit to Austra-
Editorial .... . 245 ‘ o lin is the outcome of the strong de-
Archi d Buildi sive of New Zealand town planners that the Domin-
rchilecture an ulding— ion should uot lag in this Jmportant movement. AN

: ol lag i e

Effect of Bye-laws on Architecture 247 the States of Austvalia vecognise the value of town
Proposed Salt Works at Chuist- planning, and the  various  govermments  aetively
hurch 247 ASSISE 0 ensuring the snceess of these valuable eon-
ciure ferences.  This vear’s gathering is heing organised
Alleged Slander— Auckland Archi- Ly the Queensland Government, in conjunetion -with
tect's Action ... 248 1(]10 other State fl_)‘nv.wr]lnwn‘rs,l and the New bZ.e‘-{l'la'nd
. . sovertnnent Is playving a wodest part in subsidising
Ao Hospital Architect 248 the expeases of onr delegate, and forwarding a small
Town Planning ... 248 exhitbif from the Tabowr Department illustrative of
. | 250 the workers® dwellings provided with State asist-
Amiens Next ! ance.  DBefore My, Seager left Wellington, he was
Johns v. \X{ebs‘ter — Auckland ‘glw]n)n !I.(“:lll:‘il“ll'il]g.St’_l‘l-:ll:‘Oﬁ' 'b.\'"a p]‘mvdw!‘ga"rllering'
Builder's Case ] 252 at the offices of the Greater Wellington Town Wel-
D | 232 lington and Ratepavers’ Assoriation, the Institute of
ersonal .... b Architeels, and the Engineers’ and Survevors’ In-
crete Shi 7253 stitute.  The guesy read a paper on the Ifon. G. W,
The con 'ee ; P Russell’s Town Planning Bill whieh will be dealt
Architects’ Doings 255 with at the Brishane conferciee.  Mr, Seager while
Concerning Ferro - Concrete in expressing the indebtedness of town planners to the
Svd 255 Minister for putting inte print what might he ealled
yaney e the skeleton of a wmeasure, did not hesitate to criti-
Reducing Fire Risks w256 eise it. and asked for the opinions of those present.
The Summit Track— I, — By There was a good discussion, but as it was hnpossi-
Robert Laing _ 257 ble to eover the subjeet in an afternoon, it was re-
T solved, on the motion of Mr. Ferguson, ehairman of
Aauckland Cement IHC{US“’Y . 258 the National Efficieney Board, that the organisations
Timber Yard Workers’ Dispute .... 258 represented at the mecting should elect & committoe
. - of two members from each, to mnake suggestions re-
House Pr_operty in Christehurch.... 258 garding the Bill, for eonsideration upon My, Seager’s

2 - g ¥
Comparalive Rents 29 return, when he will report on the Australian eon-
The War is Working Changes 259 fe_rencfs. Thus a good expression of opinion on the
Building Notes ... 250 Bill, from authovitative guarters, will be fortheom-

D Qo

t

ing, and it will be greatly to the benefit of the
measure,
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A report was recently cabled fron
The Sydney showing that theve had beena
Building slumyp last year in building operations.
Slumgp. It was subsequently gnestioned by a

well kmown buildmy, who made a com-
parison in expenditure, but the fact vemains, that if
proper allowanee is. made for the inercased cost of
huilding, there has been a slump in builling astivities
in New South Wales, and the smne unfortunate posgi-
tion prevails in New Zealand. The maiustay of build-
ing in normal times is the provision of dwellings.
There are fortunate people who ean provide themiselves
with new houses, regardless of the eommereial side of
the proposition, These owners have gone on, to a
limited extent, in spite of the disadvantages oecesioned
by the war, but building dwellings as a conanereial
proposition is quite out of the question in New Zea-
land to-day, thongh the dewaund for dwellings m
siich eentres as Wellington is absolntely unsatisfied.
If private enterprise cannot do it. the Staie or the
municipality must come into the business, for dwel-
lings are a necessity, and the lack of them at reason-
able rents constitutes a serious handicap to industrial
conecrns employing large bodices of labour. We are
emphatically of opinion that the municipalities of
New Fealand have here an opening for their enter-
prise which will bring enormous benefit to the peopie.
They have ample power to undertake housing schemes,
but it is spread over several statutes, and vequires soine
research to discover the full powers. By turning up
various amendments of the Muunicipal Corporations
Aet, and the Housing Act, it wilt be found that muni.
cipalities have power to horrvow for the purpose of
providing houses for their residents. These ean bhe
built either as simple renting propositions. or for sale
on time payments. Auekland a year or so ago, decided
to go in for some sueh seheme, and advertised for
eompetitive plans, which were submitted. 'We under-
stand that the architects were able fo submit plans
for good dwellings, of niee appearance, which were
capable of being built at a reasonable eost, and eould
thercfore be let at low rentals, and bought by the
workingman tenauts under an easy systen of pay-
ments.

The War Possibly the war is the cause of delay
or the in carrying out this exeellert schane,
Ratepayer  bLut it is more than likely that the

veto of the big ratepayer was respon-
sible, for this influence is exercised most mysteriously
in some of our citics. In Wellington, for instance,
there is a Greater Wellington Town Planning and
Municipal Association. It takes an interest in town
planning, but its constitution is sueh that if a compre-
hensive municipal housing scheme came forward, the
last body to give it official support would be this
Association, which is first a ratepayers’ protection
league, and after that—a long way afler we are afraid
—a Town Planning Association. The leading spirits
in this association are opposed to a betterment clause
in any Town Planning Act. They are opposed to
raising loans without the sanction of the ratepaycrs,
who ean be guaranteed to block any important money-
spending scheme which is calenlated to interfere with
private profits from houses. Private enterprise has

given up the {ask of building vented dwellings, hut
the ratepayvers of Wellington would have to be earried
off their feet with campmigning hefore they wonld
sanetion a loan for municipal dwellings. Mo a state
of stagnation prevails, though the need in Wellington
is urgent. Wellingtonians arve acenstomed to see in
every dssue of their daily papers advertisements offer-
ing a bonus—sonetiines as mnch as £10— to persons
who will secure for the anxious advertiser 2 house to
live in.  The system is so ingrained thai recently
someone wrote to the press protesting against house-
owners adopting i1, by demanding a bonus for them-
selves before they wonld Tet their honuses.

Munieipal and State housebuilding is
A Joint a well recognised  responsibility  in
Responsibility England, and is heing taken up af
present with venewed vigowr.  The
necessity of properly housing the hundreds of thous.
ads of war workers hag heen Targely responsible for
the revival of the housing ¢uestion, and it is so general
that all elasses of workers will henefit, We can depend
on the mnnerens honsing and town planning assoeia-
tions in the Old Country to take full advantape of the
tidle of public opinion which is helping them so waon-
derfully, and we ean only hope that a similar move
ment will arise here, as a result of the sevicus famine
in homses in some parts of New Zealand, votably in
Wellington. [t is reported to be bad all over the
North Island, so much so that railway workers, who
are liable to be transferved when promoted, offen
refuse promotion if it mesns moving [rom the Sough
to the North Island. We would like to give some facts
showing what is being Jdone in England at the
moment,  Bristol Couneil have adopted the seheme
for building 2,000 houses in five garden suburbs, and
have instrueted the Committee to report on the prob-
able cost of 8,000 additional houses. It is evident
that the National Aindstry is theroughly alive to the
situation and is elosely eo-operating with wunieipali-
tics in a great public duty.  The President of the
Local Govermmment Beard, the Rt, Hon, W, Tlaves
Fisher reeently announeed that replies to reeent offi-
cial cireniars ndicated the probable need of 300,000
ltouses. e was able te announce that H00 Jocal
authorities had intimated their witlingness to pro-
vide more than 150,000 houses. Those anthorities
added that something, but not mueh, might he ex-
peeted from private enterprise. My, ayes Fisher
indicated that there was to e a kind of parinevship
in thig matter between Iocal authorities aud the Gov-
ermment.  The Treasury had agreed to find 75 per
cent, of the estimated deficit, leaving 25 per cent. 1o
he horne by the ratepayers---in any ecase not more
than a penny rate. The tocal anthorities had been
informed that the Deparimeni would expeet that
there should not he more than 12 houses to every
aere in an urban distriet, and not move than 8 in a
rral distriet. We hope that the English example
will stimutate New Zealand fownplamiers to a vigor-
ous housing campaign. Ti has such a direet practieal
bearing on the people’s welfare that the eampaign
would at once beeome popuiar, And  popu-
larity for an idea Is the open seseme to the atiention
of New Zealand politicians,
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ARCHITECTURE and BUILDING ]

9

Effect of Bye~laws on Architecture

The very warked effeet of bye-laws on the char-
acter of architceture, is well hrought out by two
prrspective sketehes tor a New York hotel, showing
the vesults of the new regulations recently passed
on the reeommendations of the Heights of Buildings
Cotnission of New York., The hye-law under which
the stepped treatment shown in the second illustra-
tion has been devised, limits the height of the build-

The Proposed Solar Salt Works
at Christchurch

It is a bad look-out for the prospective industries
in New Zealand when such a commodity as salt is
ruled out by the Attoruey General as being not an
essential indnstry.  Not long ago we published some
details of a proposed salt works at New Brighton
near Christehureh, and the project is now ready to
be proeceded with,  Application was of course, neces-
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The effect of bye-laws on architecture is forcibly shown in the above.
shows the original plan of the Hotel Commonwealth, N

The drawing on the left
ew York., and the one on the right the Hotel

re-planned to meet the new Building Regulations.,

ing, in the distriet where it was proposed to ercef
1his hotel, 10 1wice that of the sfreet at the street
fine, The height of the building, however, may be
ingreased hevond this by segiing baek the upper
portion so as not to project heyvond a line drawn
from the cenive of the street and passing throngh the
Tnited height at the street Tine. [t will be seen that
the ardinance for limiting the height of such a build-
ing has acivally the ¢ffect of apparently increasing
it, at the sawme time tending very much less to block
up the street, and also to provide the huilding itself
with more light and air. The skyscraper is evidently
by no means to he hanished from New York under
these new regulations.

the
not
the

an

sury to the government for pernission to spend
neeessary nioney, but apparently the industry is
to be established in New Zealand just vet, as
Attorney General has vetoed it as not being
essential industry.

We would be the last to say that money that
should be noted for war purposes, should be used in
any other way, but it seems to us that this country
has noew an opportnnity that it may never have
again of developing its own resources, and that the
price of salt at the present time ought to be sufficient
to encourage the Government to give permission to
such industries as this one.
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According to a correspondent in the Christehurch
Press, salt is quoted at £16 to £20 a ton against the
pre-war priee of £3. The correspondent pertinently
remarks :—“Is it wise of the Govermnent in these
abnormal times to foree the produeers to pay at
least fowr titmes the intrinsie value of such a neees-
sitv as sait? At least 30 per cent. of the present
price can he eharged to freight. T would not like te
suggest how mueh to war profits, so why should the
Govermmuent  wet-blanket a local industry  which
would eliminate hoth,. Take two neeessary items to
the consumer, boots and bacon, each uow al nearly
donble pre-war rvetail prices.  Four yeavs ago 7.
worth of salt eured a hide, it now takes 4s. worth.
It used to take 1s. value of sall fo eure a bacon pig,
now it reguives about 3s. worth.”’

Alleged Slander
Auckland Architect’s Action

The protracted slander action between Benjamin
(6. Chilwell, A.RIB.A, and Richard Webster
veached a further slage at the Supreme Comrt on
July 8th, when Mr. Justice Cooper heard argument
on a motion by Mr. Haddew, for the plaintiff, te
have the statemeut of elaim amended.  The aefion
was first tried last August, before a judge and jmy
of twelve, the plaintiff claiming £500 in vespeet of
cach of {hree allegw] slanders connected with the
contract for the Grand Picture Theatre, the plaintiff
being the architect and the defendant the elerk of
works. The jury found for the defendant in respect
to two of the alleged statements, and awarded the
plaintiff one farthing damages i respeet to the
third. -In February a new trial was ordered in
respeet of one cause of action, and Mr. Haddow
moved in chainbers last week to have the statement
of claim amewded to reduce the damages claimed
from £500 to £49, stating that 1he obw(t was to
deprive the dvfuudant of the right to a jury. At
the hearing of the motion in banco his Honor eom-
mented <n Mr. ITaddow’s frankness. and after hear-
ing argument reserved Nis decigion on the question
whether the amendiment was permissible.  He also
advised the parties to come to a settlement, My,
Ostler appeared for the defondant.

An Hospital Architect

New Government Appointment Probable

The IHon. My, Russell, minister in charge of
hospitals announced in Auckland recently that an
inspeetor of hospitals would be appointed to look
after the practical side of the management of hospi-
tals in New Zealand, and also that a departmental
architeet would be appointed with & view to econ-
omising by wmeans of centralising them under one
hewl. The Minister stated that quite vecently sever-
al iliousands of pounds came before the department
tor work done by individual boards.

Town Planning

The Brisbane Conference
New Zealand is to he represcuted at the forth-
coming confercnee in Brishane by Mr, S0 IToest
Seager, FRLDA, of Christehureh.
!t \\1!1 he remembered that in oy last month’s

isstie we reported the Hon. Mr. Russell’s reply to a
Wellington  deputation from  the Town  Plmming

Assoelation at which the Minister promised a small

sibsidy,  The Wellington exeentive gof into commm-
tication with the Tewn Planning  Associatiens in
different parts of the Dominion. and 1he Chvist-
chureh Beantifyving  Association, and {hese assoeia-

tions made ceniributions towards the expenses of
the delsgate. Tt was estimaled that the total ex-
penses wonld bhe £30, and {le Minister promised to
subsidise the amouni raised by the associations pound
for pound up to £25. Mr. 8. Hurst Seager, of this
eily, was chosen as delegate by the Town Planning
Associations, and will attend the conference.  He
was to have been the New Zealand deloegate at the
fivst Australian Town Planning Conferenee, held in
Adelaide last year, hut was wnable to attend, as the
Australian .t.h]ppmn_‘ strile was on at the time,

The Conference heging on July 81st,
finish on Aungnst 6th.

Mr, Turst Seager wrote to the Minister upging
that New Zealand should make an exhibit o the
conference of workers' homes, the work done in
connection with seonery  preservation, the work of
the Tourist Departicent, and also models of some of
the public buildings of the Deminion,  Mr. Hurst
Neager pointed out to the Minister the opportunity
atforded by the (onfmumv to bring New Zealand's
atiractions prominently before the large number of
Iv]vmms vepresenting all the Austratian States who

Al Be present: and las offered to superintend the
dn'ant‘unwn‘r of the exhibit. 1Te also suggested that
the Minister wight arvange 1o forward about fifty
eopies of the Dominion’s Town Planning Act. and,
1f thought fit, ke could arrange for (|1h(‘llhslf)l] of
the Aet, as the diseussion of its provisions would
prove of great value, Mr. Iurst Seager is lonking
Torward To the opporiunity which \\111 be atforded
at the eonference fo discuss matters conneeted with
the establishiment of village setflements for retumied
soldiers—a subjuet 1o which he has eiven consider-
able thonght and attention, some details of which
have been published in these pages,

The Wellington  City Couneil have veecived
Ietter frow ﬂw (Quunsland Tlome Secretary’s De-
partment wr]uvstmg the couneil t6 send views. The
town elerk, (Ms. J. R Palmer), is having prepared
a series of views of different places in the city
which may be found of mterest to those r1t1eml1|1g
the conference and visitors to the exhibition. Awmeng
the photographic views ave those of Day’s Bay, (ten
vears ago and ow), Oriental Bay (before and after
the erection of the nmmmu wall), Courtenay Place,
the Motor Dam at the Wdl]ull waterworks, and gen-
eral views of the city at different p(‘ll()dq of its
existence. The phutonlaph\ will each be 23 inches
by 17 inches, and shonld later on be a valuable
addition to the ¢ily’s photograplic data.

anc will
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AMIENS NEXT!| @%
— |
Will It Go the Way of Reims ? \ =

As the ravaging horde nears Amicns, now within
big-gun range, we remember Relms - When Arien-
tievs {alls, we think of Ypres, i the Germans press
westward of the land whieh has alveady felt their
heavy hand, what new dmpoverishient awaits the
world?  Tlas not Mranee sufered enough?  “The
sotolking ruins that these harbarians have left behine!
them will be Yor France and Beleium an cfernal
remembranee,”” says Mr, Franels Hoifkine Snow, in
“Arts and Deenration”™ (New York), This writer

THE

CATHEDRAL AT REIMS
now \vitbin range of the Huns™ big guns, and may be made the abject
af German spite, If the city itself holds out against assaults

attempts to find some eonsolation even in the state
of this despoiled eountry.  Fair as were {hese see-
tiotis of western Ewrope Defare, ““they laeked the
elorious and imtposing ruing of the past; the Parthe-
nons and Pastuns; the Trajan forums.”” Now {had
they hiave thew even at such a fearful eost, Mr. Snow
would have Tranee and Belginm Y preserve them
proudly, those treasurcsyvinhols of an Ineredilly
ferovious seowrgn.”” He foels thai it would be saeri-
lege to touch those piles of erumbling stone, for
“they ave lamps eternally aflame,” proelaiming “the
wndying splendouwr of Latie eivilization: {he spirvit-

fervent and servile hand

nal intpotence o) dishoncured Germany.’” My, Snow
Writes:

SEFrom the day oof the erbminal invasion of Bel-
aiitn by Gevmany, amd the savage destruetion of
Termonde, Malines, Louvain, Ypres, and Nrras, the
Goermians (nane excerable for all eternity, like the
name of Nero, Jurdas, Atila, and other Dlood-guiliy
mansters of the past) have syvstematically applied

REIMS WOUNDS GLORIFIED

An etching by Louis ()rf. which shows that even the crininbting
shell of Reims Cathedrai may be amenable to art,

their eannon to the essential mthlessiess of warfare.
Implacable has heen their method, approved Dby
their sinister Hmperor and by all the hivpoeritally
whose self-styled  desie-
nation ax the *Ninetv-three fntellectuals’ 38 an insult
to Intelleetuality.  Denouneing the nodern idealistie
conception of the koightly elements of war as wmoere
theorixtie sophism, they have with shameless eynie-
ism removed the pask and revealed {o us the grin-
ning faee of the nalked Brute beneath who wears the
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spiked mid brazen heloet of the Tewton horde. ...

“Tino more faerant way could the brutishness
of (he German inilitary naehine e demonstrated
Tan by a study of s wmeihod of operation in the
destrvetion of 1he art heritage of s adversaries.
Hatred of hwinan for human may bhe understood ; if
i Ahe searlet Heht of the Hynm of late, deplored.
Put a batred that fakes as its objeet the shinmeriny
loveliness ot avt is the hatred of a gorilla for all that
honans hold divige,

SO Whiteey Warier, of the Mneriean Acpd-
ey of Aty and Letiers, after a dolovous pilgvitnaee
through 1he wartyeed tewns of Belehum and nortle
crh Wrance, has shovn nrelutably (his statements
have heen confivined hoth by General Foeh and by
Jeneral Tlate) that the destruction of Ypres was
useless trom any wilitary point of view. The ¢ity
had absolutely no strategic boportanes. The vast
residential distriet was wreeked and gutied: the
marvellous Halle des Dhapicrs, one ol the freasures
of Flewish-Gothie avt, a subiinie momunent Inits
proportious and its artistic and historie memories,
is now a rin: the Yprees eathedesl, so noble and
majestie, s nothive hat a shells the ousenrn, (illed
with priceless pelies of the pes=t, will defighit the heart
of the antiguarian and 1he aaively adiairing populace:
HO Nore,

CArras was el by the blacel and
writhing =lkeleton, They sceopied it hat for four
davs, and destroved it svsteaatieally as they de-
parted.  The eharmine plaee, whiel dates hack to the
tine of the Sparish cceeupation, the town-hall with
its heautitul belfis, are what the Germans themselves
i their barberous Teuton Latin,  would  eald
Skapuat.”” The work of generations, whose inspiva-
tion was love, and whieh was ouavded reverently
from the vieissitude of tune, was i a Few short
howrs wantonty aniihilated,™

Mr. Snow passes jnoswilt review that chain of
small villages nestled in Aveonie, La Mourthe, Aisne,
aud the Vosees which Dhecame ““ihe vietims of a
niere geographical misfortune; the Gevvans, dviven
hehind them, destroved fhem—terely en passant.”
Continuing

“Franee s ol a sufficient avea; she ean eoduee
her afflietion.  But poor little Beleium—what has
she left?

“hiothe fiest days of August, 18914, she passed
through her supreine mowent, her superbly azonis-
ing passion. In those few days ghe went throueh all
the gamut of Towan cinotion ; she toved, Tiated, cried,
desivod, sung, went, and saflered intensely,

fiernans o

SAL, her destroyed towns, her ravaged plains,
her whole land twrued into a hattle field!

“One loves Franes as one loves one’s own eoun-
Ly, but Belgiun leaves her ineffaecable  impring
upon the spivit. Throual all those peacetul little
Beleian tovwnus | have fared aloot.  Often, footsore
atnd weary, | have come into {hem at twilight, in
which the stagnant waters of the gray canals fook
on deep, enigmatic tints and mmbicuous shadows.
The physiounoamy of towns always holds a fasci-
nation 1o the psvchologieal traveller, hut Belgian
towns make a soul appesl.

CMassacee, pillage, and ineendiarisin have swept
over Ahese peaecful ittle towas and hamlets like s
hhight and stripped thew have, Lidge opened up all
the uld elassical roacds to the Teeton rage; the route
of 1he Mense and the Sambre; the most difiien]i wavs
ol the Ardennes, .

SC¥Iwe Lies broken, Ypres, seared and wisshapen,
has passed throuneh the lire; her cathedral is the
hawnted house ol a black tragedy,  Loo has lost her
ancient and bheloved ehureh, Dixude may dream
ao pore In the ¢lose of Tivr venerable eloister. Nieu-
part will never worship more in the fown-cathedral ;
Her ninurning citizens witl never pass again aeross
the ol old bridec, Termonde, like a vesial vivgin,
weeps at ber defilement CAnd Louvai, .

“lonvain, . the Tittle countra’s seat of learn-
e L baavare, the world’s ddeal study-place,
with its wnill elintate, its spreious garden-parks, its
solitary promenndes Tor et scholars, its silent
strects, nade Tor deep, abstraet meditations—nas-
st stadietur quictlus, wrote Frasmus,

THE
Piccing together the window fragments of the precious glass of the

CATHEDRAL AT REIMS

thirteenth century salvaged from the rdebris, in the hepe of restoring
same of the heauty of the shell-torn windows

AL the superd colleefions of Louvain have bheen
aiven to the fames. A Hoshless skeleton she stands,
Hler ol Flemish fapestry has heen consumed  to
ashes: her cathedral is & tottering pile; her Univer-
sty i @ shapeless mass of ealeinated briek and stone.

“No utterance of the whole measureless eatas-
traphe could e morve poignantly pathetic than the
simipie statement of the old fhrarian of Louvain:
1 ave seen the ruins of Louvain; [ have watehed
slowly eonsuming the treasures accumulated by een-
{uries of fruitful toil and patient vescareh.”

“Phe German erime of eriimes will always remain
the Reiins sathedral,”” eries Me, Snow, and it is this
which makes us tremble for Amiens. He says of
Retms:

“sublime and sinister i stands, a gibhet on which
the German Henker has hung the soul of Franee.

“shelldorn and set in flames, its roof has disap-
peared. s statues have fallew. s vosaces are
hlack and cmpty eves. Hg transepts, ehoirs, apsis,
and Pramework are burned; the iren is warped and
twisted,  Some shreds of its prieeless seulpture are
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still elinging fo their ruined home, but the smiles
of the stone virging and winged angels; the medita-
tions of grave, hearded apostles; the grimaces of
(Gothie gargoyles gratesquely eontorted, now hang
over dark and fathomless abysses, . . . .

““The statucs. . . .. S0 many grave and solenn
statues, . . . To me they have always seemed to live
with theiv own life. A still, mysterious life, this,
the life of centurics. Ave they mere insensate simu-
lacra, those strange figures, those guards of honour,
standing in quadruple, quintuple, deeuple vows?
Like beings resuscitaied, they stand ercet above the
tombs of those in whose semblance they have been
fashioned. Tike speetres of stone they stand and
gaze cternally.  Ane in their stony eyes is some deep
religious intensity: and ou their stony lips I hear a
whispering. . . . ‘We wait. . . . we wait. . . . The
Event. .. Who are ye that have so dared encroach
upen ouv solitude? . . . Ave we no meore the silent
guarcians of the night? Whe has vebbed us of our
darknesses? . . .. And what have ye done with those
of us whose place is vacant now? . .. . But we who
are left, we wateh and wait for soe Bvent. .. . and
our stony eyes will sec it: owr stony cars will hear
the trivmphant song of our avenger. ..’

“TPhev know, those silent, waiting statues of
stone, ., . Tuke the sagittary of Reims and the guar-
dians of shadew alioned under the ogives of the
porticos around the smiling Virgin, so to will he
monstrous dream of Germany, econceived in a delir-
inm of megalomania, be given o the flames. These
‘blond Deasts’ have aimed not merely to destroy a
people, but a eiviiization. Their harbavie malevo-
lenee has been complete. They have overturued the
pillars of the temples; they have thrown down the
holy images; they have committed the holy books to
pagau fires; they have defiled the vestal virgins; they
have razed the fertile plains; they have consmned
the homes to ashes; they have poisened the wells;
they have driven off the eattle; and dragged old
men and women, yea, even young children, away
with into a state of Babylonian eaptivity. They
have brought back upon a peaceful and progressive
world the biack, tragic times of Darius, of Xerxes,
of Nebuchadnezzav, ... ..

“Franee and Belghum bleed from wany wounds,
and the rceent flaming denial by the French of the
obstinately repeated German eharge that the Reims
cathedral 1s heing used for military purposes reealls
ohe of them. . A saered wound, this, like the
awesonte sligmata of the saints of the Légende
Dorée or the eruel mutilations of the Mavrtyrology.
Ilevoically France and Belgium, twin sisters of
Tragedy, endure the anarchronistic warfare waged
by the Teatonic harbavian.

“It is only when they speak of their wreeked
towns and villages, of their ruined eathedrals, of
their hurned townhalls and wuseums that they lose
their stern composure angd weep the tears of bitter-
ness ivrepavable. . . . Iu this project, at leasi, Ger-
many has been hut too svecessful: she wished to
stal the Freneh and Belgians to the heart, and she
accomplished utterly her purpose. And the whole
world will remember it; and Germany herself will
never be allowed to forgel it.”’
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Johns v. Webster

Auckland Builder's Case

A motion by 1he defendants in the case of Messrs,
Johns and Sons {Mr, TTaddow), builders, against J.
. Websier and TL C. Tonks {Mr. Ostles), propuic-
tors of the Grand Theatre, asking the Court fo re-
view the registrar’s award of £416 8s. Gd., for costs,
was heard at the Sapreme Courd, in Chambers, on
July Yth, by My, Justice Cooper.  Decision was re-
served.  Deeision in respect to the orginial elalm
wis given some fime ago, the amonutr of £363 15s. 94,
being awarded to the plaintiffe, the costs to be
taxed by the registrars The cosis awarded by the
registrar amounted to £416 8s. G, in addition to

which defendants were ordered to pay four-fifths
of the referee’s fee of about £90,
When the motion bhefore the Court has been

settled the protracted litigation between the owners
atrd huilders of the Grand Theatre will be concluded.
When the action was first taken  judement was
ohtained by the plaintiffs by defuull, with costs, the
amonnt involved totalling £492 550 3d. On defend-
ants” application the ecase was reopencd amd a de-
fenee entered.  After a lengthy hearving plaintitfs
ohtained  judgment for £363 and costs, a total of
over £850.

Our 64th Competition

A design has been received under the non-de-
plunie ““Wattle,”” but no covering letter has heen
received,  Will the competitor send this information
in to conform to the eonditions, otherwise the draw-
ing wlil be disqualified ?

Personal

Ao Jo BL Mason, who has occupied the position
of resident engineer to the Otago Harbour Board for
many vears, and who latterly has acted as the board's
consulting enhgineer, hag given six months” notice, as
from July 1st, of his intention to terminate his en-
gagement with the board. Tt is understood that My,
Magon has received a five years Incrative engagement
with a North Island publie body, and the fact that
lic has no extended security of his position with the
board has been one of the defermining influences
whieh has resnlted in his decision to leave Dunedin,
the city of his birth.  As Mr. Mason’s private work
in Dunedin has assumed considerable proportions, he
will maintain an office there,

S —

“The fairv will be
course?"’

“1 expeet so0,”” replied the prosecuting attorney.
““As soon as she mounted the witness-stand and
smiled at ithe jury, nine out of the twelve began to
fumble with their necktics and sliek down their
hair.”’—*‘Birmingham Age-Herald.”

defendant acquitted, of
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THE CONCRETE SHIP.

/ Some Details of Recent Ships Built N
: NN/

The suggestion that the use of conerete in the  than a dozen leading cormtries, and that the Tnited
building of ships may aid in solving the shipping States is the larger produeer of the materials used
problems of the Allies, lends interest to a compilation  in this new form of shiphuilding, The type of ves.

g T s b e e e s

No, this is not a big building, but a deneral view of the 3M00-ton Concrete Ship © Faith.”  The scaffolding required 00000 £, of rnber

by the National City Bank of New York regarding  sels now being eonstrueted frem conerele ranees
the cement aud concrete industries of United States  From the barge and iloating dock up to the occan
of Ameriea, and of the world, and the progress made  steamer of several thousund top capacity, and fron:
thus far in the building of conercte vessels thieve and  the indieations of the experiments thus far made,

Starting to lay the bottom steel of the big Concrete Ship Steel Reinforcement of Prow in place

clsewheve. The statement issued by the bank shows  the day is not far distant when the conerete ship
that cenercte made from Tortland eement is now  will heeome a sturdy rival of hoth wooden and steel
being used in the consiruction of vessels in morc vessels.
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Conercie made from Portland or other hydraulic  which was subjeel 10 a very severe test under the
cement, re-inforeed with steel, is the chief material  stormy Drail trip.
of whieh these ships ave built. The keel and ribs What was especially notieeable was the absence
of the vessel ave of steel and quantities of wive mesh  of vilration, which was felt 1o a very mueh less

Steel Reinforcement in One of the Strong Frames Prow View of Ship Gives ldea of Vessel Siee
are used norecentoreimg the conereie whieh fills degroe than in the ease with a steel vessel of similav
the spacees between the steel rihse This ecombination  dimensions. Forward i (he foreeastle it was i pos-
of concrete and steel has given to this type of work
the title of “*ferre-concrete’ and re-enforeed eon-
crefe.

The st power driven ferro-conerete  vessel,
awaited with interest in shipping civeles, was con-

_..fL
|

This little Concrete Motor Boat, the ” Namsenfjord,”
was built in Norway

pleted a short time ago at the A/S Fougners Ferro-
Conerete Shipyard at Moss, Notway.

The trials weve entirely suecessful. The wmarine
director, head enginecer and others of the shipping
department who were present, one and all praised  sible {o say whether the engine was running or not,
the scagoing qualities of this new type of vessel, an ideal condition for passenger vessels,

The Concrete Ship " Faith ' that was successfully launched
on March l4th this year
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As will be seen from the illustration the wotor
coastor Namscnfjord has the ordinary lines of a
vessel of this elass. Tts Tength is 84 foet, heam 20
feet and depth of hold 11.6 feet. The eargo carry-
ing eapaeity is 300 tons.

The engine driving the vessel is an 80 hup. Bolin-
der heavy oil mavine engine, which gives a speed of
74 knots. A 5 b moetor wineh is installed on deck
far loading and diseharging purposse.

In the making of this vessel the entire hull, deck
and all commines woere east inone picee. The interior
arranecments are similar to these used in vessels of
this size and class. The forceastle” is filted fov a
erew of four.

Since the above swas launehed, a vessel, ““The
Faith,” with a displaccment of 5,000 tons has heen
launehed at Redwaod City, California on March 14th
this year,

Thig date is likelv to stand as a turning peoint in
shipbuilding wethods, and be the means of ending
the World War

The C“Faith-—huilt by private enterprise entive-
Iv-—is the work of the San Franeiseo Shipbuilding
Co. She s 336 feet Tong, 4 feet 6 inehes beam, and
30 feet deep. The displacenient is 7,900 tons loaded,
the burden about 5,000 tens, and the draught as
Jaunehed about § feet, The designg were by Me-
Donald aud Kahn, of San Franelsco.

The “Faith’ was towed 1o the Union Tren Works
to he fitted with 1,760 hop, engines, The ship has
passed the frst test and the big qaestion is: can we
afford to wail for her trial at sca hefore speeding
construction of the 34 Jduplicates that her bailders
say they ean complete in eighteen months?

Leslic Conovn and his gssociates have started
work that sheuld Beeome the work of the Nation,

through its Shipping Poaed, It
venture.

Me, Willis Polk, the avehitect, sayvs i the “San
Mrgneisea Chrondele™: tu shaple language, and in
words of one syllable, so that he who runs may read,
or those that sit =Hll may eomprehend—a mateh will
float, a tack will sink; henee, the primitive wooden
ship, thenee the warvel of the iron ship—mow the
incomprehensible stone ship! The “Faith,”” a con-
crete ship, releases the wood and steel industries to
more urgent uses; it is an omen and a token of workd
dentoeraey greater than the submarine has been o
menace-—it is history repeating itself—it is bad news
for the Kaiser,

was more than a

Architects’ Doings

Ay, Gerald Jones of Auckland who left New Fea-
land about two vyears age 1o serve his country
returned invalided, and is now in the South Island
preparatory to taking up his practice again. He is
now a Fellow of the Royal [nstitute of DBritish
Architects.

Me. Lestie 1D, Coombs, ARLBA, of Dunedin,
has heen passed for military scrvice.  Mr. Williams
of Messrs, Clere and Williamng of Wellington is also
golng into cawp shortly.

Mr. Ceell Trevithick, ARLB.A, of the firm of
Chilwell and Trevithick of Auckland, who is on act-
ive serviee, has reeently had nine days special leave
in order to reproduce 28 sketehes he had made in his
spare time and whieh had heen bhrought under the
notiee of Head Quarters, and then to General Rich-
wrdson.  He was subsequently sent to the 0.C. of
New Zealand Base Records to reproduce as stated,
The sketehes are intended for rveproduction in the
Diary of New Zealanders doings in the Great War,

A, Theodore 13, Jacohsen, avchiteel of Aucklanid,
formerly of Wellington, has brenght  hefore the
authorities an Wea of his in conneelion with projee-
tiles, for whicl he has taken out a paient. This the
inventor clabns will carry a longer distance with
greater veloeity and acenraey than any projectile
now in use prepelled by the same gquantity of ex-
plosive. 11 1s hoped that the (riad will prove nof
only what the patentee elaims, but that the mvention
will produce a higher range, flatter trajeetory and
havder hitting,  Mr. Jaeobsen recently patented an
invention by means of which the periseope now used
by stthmarines can he dispensed with, It is under-
stead Tn regard fo the latier invention that it was
[orestalled by the Germans, A great deal of {ime
has heen devoted by Me. Jacohsen. who is a New
Zealander, 1o these and other applications of seienee
to warfare.

Cencerning Ferro-Concrete Construction
in Sydney

By Froest A, Scott, in ** Architecture,”

Ag the old “City of Seduey lmprovement Aet”
has been toa eertain extont amended, allowing huild.
s fo be ereeted of wmaterials other than brick and
stone, and the standard of ofeleney rightly ealer-
Jated by steength, nol thickness, The responsibilite
now rests with the areliteets 1o decide whether they
are wise in departing from ihe old form of eonstrue-
tion, and it so, what new forin they will advise theiv
clients to adopt.

We waturally furn 1o the steel frame and rein-
foreed eonercte siruetures wheve buildings of 4
larger size are under cousidervation.  The latter is
aencrally spoken of as the coming system. Why, |
can’t understand, as it is not se i Ameriea, whern
the steel frame predominates.  In any ease, 1ein-
foveed conerete will enter to a great extent into the
construetion of either tape of building, 1t is, theve-
fore, the duty of architeets to make themselves
thoroughly eonversant with this diffieult subjeet,
and not to he foraed to rely on the adviee of others
i the composition of the conerete and the placing of
the reinforcement, for it must be borne in nind that
the avehiteet is solely vesponsible for any error
through want of knowledge or supervision.

In Sydney we are badly supplied with suitable
materials for the best eoncrete. Our Sydney sand is
too fine and not sharp, and the supply of good sharp
sand, should reinforeed conercte hecome general,
will be inadequate and cxpensive.  Further, the




o1
1

| &

supply ol gwood clean einders o1 coke breeze free from
sutphur or aeid, which are detrimental to the stecl
or lead, would he helow the requirements, and his
material is very important, as it has been proved to
ho the best agworesate for fire resisting purposes if
fairly coarse and free from fine dust and ashes, or
live coal with finer einders or sand of just suffieiem
quantity fo fll the voids, hat it is, of eourse, inferior
in streneth fo blue stone, eranite, hroken hrielk, cte.

T'p to the present there has not bheen a ereat
amount of reinforead conerete work done in Sydney,
but there have heen several failures of a move or less
serious nature; in fact, there ave very fow reinforeed
focrs In Svdney where some of the slabs have not
cracked. The trouble vests cither with the material
or the arvehiteet, and 1his canse should be discovered
and eured. as 1he result is unsightly,

Waterproofing is another matter that needs con-
sideration as to whether it is better applied in mix-
ing or by after applieation.

On the whole, T nrefer the steel frame for the
following rrasons:

Quickness of constrieiion, greater facility for
supervision and doteetion of faults even after cree-
tion, smaller grea of the supporting piers and depth
of Deams, ineluding the neeegsary fire-proofing con-
erete, oreater ease in the removal and re-use after
the buililine Tas served its purpose,

On the other hand, the reinforeed strueture will
he the eheaper, af Teast, unfil onr steel indnstries
have heen moie developed, bt the reasons stated
above will, T think, fully coinpensate for the higher
priee,

Ftois ot present diflicn’t to determine what offeet
cither svstem will have on the architeeiural appear-
ance of Nyvdner, oo the cose of the more expensive
struetures, very little (difference will be notieed, as
the architectural aranent will be applied, and not
puilt in as heretolore, Tt oas vegards the lesser
expensive bloeks, Lanticipate a Hattened appearaney,
ane this will be more noticeable in the still cheaper
and warchouse class, which, added 1o the absenhee of

colour other thau cement, will be generally detri-.

mental 1o the portions of 1he eity where they pre-
dominate. But, on the other hand, we may expeed
in the hetter elass of buildines the use of terra cotta.
and nwoere attention to the eolowr ¢ffeets than las
been given up to the present, and this would he a
docided tmprovement to our streets,

The whole question is full of interest and Aiffi-
eulties to be overcome, and after obtaining the long
wanted relief from the old conditiens, there is little
doubt that the architeets will vise to the occasion
and make good,

Reducing Fire Risks

Some Experts Opinions

When asked as to what was the best wav te ereet
a big fire-resisting ity building  Saperintendent
Webh, of the Metropolitan Tire Brigade, Syvdney,
pointed  to the new  Conuvereial Travellevs” Club
house, at the corner of Moore and Castlevengh streets,
remarking: “Fhat place is as nearly five-resisting as
it would be possible to requive of anyone starting to
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build.  The plans were submitfed to the eity archi-
teet, and he asked me to look them over, and there
was really only one think T had to ask—that was
that the doors from the stairwavs on to each floor
should be made of fireresisting materal and self-
clesing.” There is so mueh stone and metal used
i the construction of this building that the risk of
fire 15 reduced 1o a minhinum, and by adopting the
sugyestion of Superintendent Webh in reference to
the doors from the stairways, even 1f a fire ocenrred
inoany flat there is every reason 1o believe that it
could ensily be confined to that flat.  One point
ahout this building which should certainly charac-
terise all big ¢ity struetures is that the space between
the ceiling of a room and ihe floor above is filled in
with selid pug, The open spaces hetween the rafters
in most huildinegs constitute a grave danger in con-
neetion with tlie outhreak of fire, and instances have
beett known wherein flames have swiftlv travelled
along them for 36 ff. withowt showing up in the
wenittine, and then huesting fiereely forth in some
apartment that distance away from the seat of the
fire.  Another consideration in regad to fire-resisting
hiildings is ihe flat voof.  The old sloping roof has
abvavs been a grsve danger i the mattor of swiftly
carrving fire Fram balding to building. to say noth-
ing of the way it inevitably bampers the operations
of the firemen. So that the eitvy bailding of the
e «hould he al stone, ladek, or conercte, with
prefected steel joists solid eeilines, flat voof, and five-
resisting doors isolating cach floor.  And it sheuld
for further safety’s suke bhe fitfed with antomatie
alaring and sprinklers. and have on ity roof a tank
holding at Teast 10,000 callons of water to meel the
emergency of the aceidental failure of (he eifv sup-
ply. Built and fitted on these lines, the chance of
serions Joss by fire in suel o huoilding shonld beemne
prictically a negligible quantity.

A 100 WL Fitzgerald, consulting engineer to the
Noeicty of State and Municipal Building  Commis-
sioners. New York, in g recent interview went more
into detail In regard to the interior of fire-resisting
1 would avoid woods in the finished
floors and trimming of a building, " be stated. *Mar-
hles amd metals are infinitely hetter, and if these he
foo expensive then I would use cement and plaster
and enlour.  All stairways and elevators shonil be
closed and have fire-proof, self-closing doors at cvery
storev.  The greatest carve should be taken with onr
windows,  Wire glass, and metal sash only should
be used, for fire travels widely by way of the win-
dow voute. Fortv-four per cent. of all our fire losses
are direetly atiributable to the lack of proper win.
dow protection.  Fire originates in one building, but
cantot be held there, and is conununieated 1o all ihe
huildings in the neighbourhood, Iighty per cent. of
all the damage done in buildings in which {ire (oes
not originate is due to insufficient window profec-
tion: and over 90 per eent. of San Francisco’s fer-
rifie Toss ean he attributed to this cause, for tirs thero
oviginated in only & very few buildings. The con-
tent= o ¢ify huildings also deserve attention. What
seise Is there in filling a room up with modera fur-
niture, particulariy in offiees and cowmereial huild-
tugs?  Lighter, safer, more handsome, and infinitely
beiter furniture is made of steel.”’
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THE SUMMIT TRACK.—IL
By ROBERT LAING, Christchurch

fCuntinned from June tssue.)

fu the first part of this article. which appeared i
last montls issue, the trip from the Lyttelton Light-
house to Dver's Pass was deseribed. Bevond this the
track is only formed for five or six wmiles, that is to
Cooper’s Knobs. Thenee, however, therve is a surveyed
line passing over the highest hills of the peninsula at ov
near theiv sunuuits, (Mt. Herbert 3,050 ft., Mt. Fite-
gerald sowmewhat lower, and Mt. Sinclair 2,800 ft.).
Then it drops down to the Pigeon Bay saddle, where it
meets the well made Alaroa Summit Road. I shall deal
with the various sections separately. The first from
Dyer’s Pass to Kennedy'’s Bush is the most popular
pertion of the whole route, the remaining part is known
only to a few of the sturdiest walkers, though it affords
somne of the finest views of the peninsula.

After leaving the Best House at Dyer’s Pass we
continue still westward over the erests of the hills a
distanee of some two or three miles to the Kennedy's
Bush House, Uuilt from a choeolate coloured stone
found in the immediate neighbourhoed, its red-roof and
brown walls econtrast adwmirably with the green
foliage around it. [t is intended as a place where
people mayv go to stay for a week end or a few
dav’s rest. There is a glovious outlook over the
plains to the great western mountaing.  All the
peaks from Mt Peel to 3Mt. Torlesse ave readily visi-
ble, and on very elear days hills very much farther to
the south way be scen, as well as some of the higher
sumits in the neighbourhood of Mt Cook. Such
a wide view can only be paralleled in a few parts
of the world; buf still more extensive panoramas
present themselves from many parts of the Summit
Road near Cashmere Hills, Thenee one may often
see at least one hundred and fifty miles of mountain
range—Tapuaenuka, the giani peak of the Inland
Kaikouras, like the morning or evening star, lights
up occasionally at sunset or sunvise, while at the
opposite end of the velw may Dbe seen away to the
south and west of Four Peaks, more rvemote ranges
oul towards liake Tekapo., These T have hitherto
been unable to identify satisfactorily. Tapuaenuka
(9,400 1t.) is the highest peak commeonly visible. On
a clear frosty morning, when the foothills are snow-

elad, almost to thelr bases, the view is finest. But
here tet me guard against a conunoen error. It Is

not the Southern Alps we are looking at, though
occasionally some of the peaks of the Main Divide
may be scen: but af the mountaing of the terminal
faces of ihie westward spurs of the Southern Alps.

Beyoud Kennedy’s Bush the track goes on for
anothier three miles to Cooper’s Knobs. From the
summit of these great rocks one sees most clearly
the ridged rim of the old Liyttelten voleano. At
ohe time the Lyttelton Hills were probably twice
their present height, now theve is only the dissected
stiuup of the old voleanic cone—to the geologist a
prefuustorie velic of intense interest, but to the
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publie only steep tussock elad slopes. Here behind
Governor’s Bay the track ends; but smrvey pegs and
an occasional flag mark its route to the next stopping
Mace, the Kaituna Huat. This is some seven miles
further on.  There is a steep deseent 1o Gebbie's Pass,
then a tortnons route along the low ridges that form
the watershed between the head of the bay and
Gebbies Valley., This arca is so deeply dissected by
eastern and western valleys that overlap at their
inner ends, that it would be easy here to miss the
line of the track., From the southern side of the
pass, by a steady ascent, partly by old grass covered
traeks the road rmus up towards the Kaituna Hut,
passing elose under the great voleanic dykes—the
largest in the whole system of hills.  These huge
rocky walls with their transverse pillars, seem like
gigantie cyvelopean ruins rather than natural forma-
tions. Not far beyond them the Kaituna hut, as
yet nnfinished, but comfortable enough for those
aceustonmed to camping.  Thenee to the Hill-top
Hotel above Duvauchelles on Akaroa Harbour, the
traveller must find lhis own way, over the summnit
of Castle Rock (Mt. Hevbert Peak) and Mt. Herbert.
Then he will pick up the old Purau-line, the main
route sixty vears ago from Lyitelton to Akaroa, at
ene time runuing through nothing but dense totara-
matai forest of which nothing now is left. Some-.
where here stood the glant totara tree, whose gran-
deur so impressed Dishop Selwyn, that he spent
soime hours earving on it a verse from the Psalms to
the glory of God and in praise of the tree.

From the top ef Mt Sinelair one of the finest
views of the peuinsula is obtained. Many vears ago
in a somewhat ‘pnrple passage,” I cndeavoured to
desceribe it, and the effusion may he worth requoting.
Fortunatety perhaps I have been unable after search
to find my old deseription, and so will only outline
here in more restrained terms, some of the features
visible. At one’s feet spread out like a blue pocket
handkerchief lies Pigeon BRay. Away to the south
are the huge caldera walls of Akarca Ilarbour,
showing here and there a pateh of the waters—
behind is the long and at one time densely bushed
Little River Valley. Like a great moat round a castle
wall glimpses of the oeean appear bevond the high
eliffs of the eastern capes; and away in the distance
shimmer like the Delectable Mountains, the snow clad
Kaikouras.

An easy deseent from Mt. Sinelair brings ns
down to the Main Akaroa Road at the IIill Top
Hotel.  Here the Summit Road joins the arterial
road system of the peninsula, and here too for the
present my deseription ends.

But T cannot leave this short account without a
word upon anotlier aspeet of the matter. We owe
this wmagnificent hill road alinost entirely to the
encrgies of Mr, H, G. BEll, M.P. He has planned and
carried out the work in the face of immense obsta-
eles anct diffienlties with the assistance of the meag-
rest financial support from the public and the gov-
ermnent.  The undertaking is still far from complete
and urgently in need of further assistanee, for the
maintenanee of what has alveady been doue, let
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alone for further development. Only a few realise
what the Summit Road will mean to Christehoreh,
The dreary plains with their uninteresting vegetation
are provided with an ouflet to a vegion full to the
highest degree of seenie. geological and bolanieal
interest, and providing sharp exereise and change of
mental outlook for those who like Bunyan’s Pilgrim
will turn their backs on the life of the city.

Auckland Cement Industry

Amalgamation Completed

The amalgamation reported some time ago be-
tween the three Auckland eement companies 1s now
completed, aned a new company has been formed to
be known as Wilsons (N.Z.) Portland Cement Co.
Litd.

The eapital of the new concern is £600,000, in
600,000 shares of £1 caeh, which will he allotted to
sharcholders in the old companies ag follows:—
Dominion Portland Cement Company, Lid., 285,000,
Wilsons Porttand Cement Company, 220000 New
Zealand Portland Cement Company, 95,000,

Mr. George Blliot, who was chairman of direetors
of the Wilsons Portland Cement Company. Lid., has
been appointed chalrman of divectors of the new
company. Other memhers of the directorate are:
AMessrs, J. W, Ellis, R. E. Williams, and John Wil
son, late direetors of the Wilsons Compauy; Mr.
Charles Rhaodes, late chairman of divectors, and
Messrs. A. B. Roberton and T, Simson, lafe directors
of the New Zealand Company; Mr. A, W Williams,
late chairman of direetors, and Messrs, B, Gerrard
and George Winstone, sen., late directors of the
Dowminion Company.

{nterviewed recently, Ar. Eliot stated that in
the meantime the new eompany is ruuning  the
Dominiot: Company’s plant at Portland, Whangarei,
and the plant at Warkworth., The existence of a
contract entered into by the Dominion Company to
supply Whangarel with eleetrie light, apart from
other reasouns, practically forced the company to
work the plant at Portland. It was possible that the
plant at Warkworth might he closed dowu so far as
the manufacture of eement was concerned, although
it might still be used to manufactuwre hydraulie lime,
Referving to the civeumstances which hrought about
the amalgamation, Mr. Elliot said it had heen felt
for soine eonsiderable time that the cost of running
three separate plants by  different companies to
manufacture a quantity of cement which could he
tnrned out by one mill, was not to the advantage of
the industry as a whole. 1t was a fact that during
the past year, owing to competition and war econ-
ditions, a considerable amount of money had heen
lost by cevtain of the companies. During the lasi
12 months especially, a large guantity of cement
had been sold at a price mueh below that which it
had cost to manufacture. The amalgamation of ihe
companies had vesulted in fixing the prices af the

pre-war figine, plus the actual inerease in the eost
of bags, cesl, and freight, which amomnted to £1
a ton.  The directors of the company were weli
knowi business men, who would have nothing to
do with any attempt to exploit the publie, and the
price fixed was eminently faiv, i view of the in-
areased cost of produetion as the result of war
conlitions.

Timber Yard Workers' Dispute

Karly this month the Arvhitration Cowrt sat in
Christchureh, and the Timber Yard Workers™ Dis
pitte came up for hearing,

At a sitting of the Coneiliation Court, an agree
ment had been arvived at between the parties con-
cerned, the rates of pay being fixed as follows:—
First-elass machinists 1s. 6d. per hour, second eclass
machinists 1s. 4d. per hour; other workers at mach-
ines over the age of 21, not ineluded in the above
definitions, 1s. 3d. per hour; first sawer 1s. Gd. per
hour, other sawers Ts. 4d. per hour, tailers out (over
21 years) ls. 3d. per hour; for all timber and coal
vardsg, head yardimen £3 5s. per week., ordermen £3
per week, all other adult workers TIs. 3d. per hour,
easital labourers 1s. 34d. per hour. sawyers in coal
vards 1s. 4d. pey hour.

The Union representatives now asked for an in-
eregse of 10 per cent. as a war bonus on the above
ates,  akl this was strongly  opposed by the
crployers,

After lengthy disenssion the Cowrt reserved its
decision.

House Property in Christchurch

The market for good house property in Christ-
chureh and suburbs, especially Tor small vesidenees,
is deeidedly brisk.  Speenlative huilding, owing to
the eost of materials, has ecased 1o a great extent,
and owners who ave wiliing 1o sell ean sceure their
priee, if it s not hased on a false idea of values, with
no diffieulty. Up-to-date houses 10 let are practically
unprocwrable, and people ave huving bhecause they
cantot rent. The ““gospel of fresh air’’ has beeonie
a factor in the property market. Many people who
have heen living in single storey bungalows now
wapnt two storey houses, with sleeping baleonies,
whieh years ago they would not have looked at
twice. The calling-up fo the Second Division, which
was expeeted in sowme quarters to eanse a number of
houses to be threwn on the market, is not helieved
hy competent agents to he likely to have any suek
effect.

-

AN corvespondents agree that General Foeh is a
diffienlt man to interview, his usual groctine heing
“Clood morning. 1i's a fine day. Goodhye.”’

# % # 5

Thieensored Points: Tt is disloval to give 1he
encmy - points—unless  they are bavonet-points-—
“Boston MTranseripd,”’
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Comparative Rents

A eomparison of the average wecekly rent of
Tiouses in various parts of the Dominion, contained
in the Government monthly abstraet of statigties,
shows that Wellington is the most expensive city in
the Daminion in this respeet. For instanee, 24s. i«
demanded there for houses of six rooms, as against
17s. 8. in Auckland, 17s, 7d. in Dunedin, and 17s, 3d.
in Christehureh. For a house of six rooms in Tai-
hape 20s, is asked, and for the average rent of houses
of all sizes this town is the most expensive of any
outside the four centres. In Gishorie the average
for a iouse of the same size is 18s, 6., in Hamilton
21s. 1d., Whanegarei 145, &1, and Rotorua 18s, &4
The lowest average vent in any town nu the table iy
paid at Waihi, where 10s. is the average for a house
of six rooms, and houses froin three to seven rooms
may be obtained at from 4s. 7d. to 145, The averags
rent paid in the Dowminion for a six roomed house
1s 18s, 6.

A —

The War is Working Changes

Here is Tan Hayv’s idea put hito the mouth of one
of his characters in ““Carrving On’’:—

“Yes, we are all in it now; and those of us who
come out of it are going to find this old island of ours
a wonderfully changed place to live in.”’

“How? Why?"" inquired Bobby, . .

“Well,”' said Wagstaffe, ““We are all going to
underatand one another a great deal hetter after this
war,”’

“Who? Labour and Capital, and so on?”’

O abowr and Capital’ is a meaningless and mis-
leading expression, Bobby.  IPor instance, cur wmen
peoard people like you and me as capitalists; the
ordinary hrigade wmajor vegards us as labourers, and
pretty common labourers at that. Tt s all 4 auestion
of clegrvee. But what T mean is this. You can’t call
vour employer a tvrant and an extortioner after he
has shared his rations with vou, and never gpared
himselt over vouwr welfare and  comfort through
weary wonths of treneh warfare ; neither, when you
have experieneed a working-man's courage and
cheerfulvess and reliability in the day of hattle, ean
vou turn round and eall him a loafer and an agitator
in time of peace—ean vou? That is just what the
Bandar Log* overlonk when they jabher ahout the
dreadful industrial upheaval that & coming with
peace. Most of all have they overlooked the faet
that with the coming of peaee this country will he
invaded by several million of the wisest men that she
has ever produecd---the New British Arinv.  That
army will eonsist of men who have spent three years
in getting rid of mutual wisapprehensions and as-
similating one another’s point of view—umen who
went out to the war ignorant and intelerant and
insular, and are coming haek wise 1o all the things
that veally matter. They will flood this old country,
and they will make short work of the agitator, and
the alarwmist, and the profiteer, and all the nasty

*Mome wha are readers of Kipling lnow that Bandur
Log are the monkey people in the juungle for ever holding
cndless discussions and never deing unything.

creatures that merely make & noise instecad of doing
something, and who erab the work of the Army and
Navy-—nmore espeeially the Navy—heeause there
st a eireus victory of some kind in the paper
every worning. Yes, Bobby, when our boys get
baelk, and hegin to ask the Bandar Log what they
did in the Great War—well, it’s going to he a rotten
season for Bandar Log generally !

Building Notes.

AUCKLAND.

A weeting was held lust month for the purpose of furthering
a4 proposal to build & new King's College en the site purchased
about a year age at Otabuhu,  The e¢hairman Dr. A, W, Averill
said that the preseat lease wonld expire shortly, and the question
1o he considered wag whether the sehool sheuld he given up or
2 new building  erected. The amount reguired would be
£50,000, awd of that £34,000 was already subscribed,

The new Chilidren s Hospital was opened carvly this month
bx Her Exeallency the Counters of Liverpool, The new hospital,
whieh was designed by the Hospital Bonrd’s archireet, Mr. G.
W, Allsop, is said to rank as the largest and mogt up-to-date
of its kind In the Dominion. It is a two-storey brick building,
with external finishing of grey plaster at the base, and dark
rec in the npper walls,  With smooth green lawn in front, wide
hateonies huilt out at either end, it presents a very fine appear-
anee, il eommands o splendil view in three direetions, over the
vity, aeross the harBour, and out over the Domain towards
Remuera,  Above a handsome front entrance, will later on be
erected statues of Nurse Cavelly nosoldier and u sailor, these
forming part of the schieme of furnishing wndertaken by the
Aunckland Vandeviile Fmployees® Assaciation,

The interior arrangements are thoroughly up-to-date in
every partiendar, and nothing has been left undone which eould
adid to the vomtort of the patients or minimise the work of
acdministration.  There are tfowr large wards, two cn each floor,
wmd also ten smaller ones for observafion and isolntion caser,
in ail, there will e accommodation for 70 children, although the
number eould readily be inerensed to 1000 a8 there is amole
room for extra eaxes. The baleonies have Loen Jitted with slid
ing windows, by means of which they can be copverted into
v, closed-in playrooms on cold winter days,

There are two Kirchens, one to evcli floor, these being run-
nected by a lift, also bathrooms in ench ward, and speciails -
fitted treatment vooms, where the chi‘dren will have their dres-
sings, hamdages, ete., changed, and other work done whiel is
vsually aceomplished at much ineonvenience in the main wani
The building will be heated throughout by hot-water radiators.

A special feature of the new hospital will be the hamlsome
frirnishings and Bitings.  There are tiled dadoes thronghout
the Yaiilding, while the floors of the bathroomms and treatmen-
rooms are of the same material. The floors of the wards are
lurdwond,  The whole building las been designed with the
objeet of attaining the maximmn of light amd air. Beiween
the smaller rooms, there are glass partitions, o that a view can
T obtained of the whole Jength of the ward.

The furnishings of the hospital was undertaken by the
Auckland Vaudeville Employees™ Association as a memorial to
the doetors, nurses, and men who have fallen in the war, a total
swin of £35,154 having been raised. The furniture has all been
designed with a view to the special aceds of children, and ths
tiny chairs, tables, sottees, cte, not only enhanee the pgeneral
appearance of the wards, hat will be u =ouree of mach pleasure
to the small inmates.

According to origival plans, the basement of the Lnilding
was to have been used for patholegical pnrposes. but it has
now been decided to temporarvily ufilise it ax aceommodatior
for the nurses,  Cubleles have been fitted, and there are at
present & number of nurses In oecapation.

Mr. Selwyn Goldshore? called tor fenders for new Dbrick
premises for Messrs, R W, Hellaby at Green Lane last month.

Moessrs, Chifwell and  Trevithick, AR.LB.AL ealled for
tenders for a house in wood at Epsom.

Messrs, May and Morran ealled for tenders for extensiuna
1o Mr. H. Buteher’s furnishing warehouse, Karanpahape road,

Messrs, Hoggard and Prouse and' W, H. Gummer, ARILR.A.,
culled for tenders for a house at Remuera.
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The [ulueation Board’s architect, Mr. W. J. I'arreil,
calledd for tewders for additions to school at Maungawhero,
s for the creetion of a sehiool hilding v wood at Arvangas,
il additions to school ar Buawai,

The Public Works Department called for tenders for the
supply of Havdwood timber,

Repurting as to the mode of heating the sobdiors’ annexe
of the Auckland Hospital. Meo J.0 . Anderson, eonsulting en-
gineer to the Public Health Department, has vecommended that
a radiation system be adepted, utilising stemin divect from the
haspital hoiter.  The approximate cost of the installation ol
the system is estimased at between £700 and £750, The Hospilat
Ioard resoived that the wark be proceeded with inumediately,

CHRISTCHURCH,

The plans which have been approved by the Minister in
charge of Hospitals (Hon. G. W. Russell) for the new morgue
for Christehurch, are being completed at present wi'h the view
o fenders being ealled for at an carly date. The huilding,
which s to be erected on the site in the hospital zrounds pre-
viously oecupied by oo similar Imilding, is estimated to cost
L2 L0, one-third of which amount is to be found by the ity
Ceuneil and two thirds by the Mospital Board. The plans
minke provision for aomortuary containing twelve henvhes; it
will be tiled with white tiles for a Jdistance of six feet from the
ftoor, which will e of ordinary red tiles. There is to be o
room for the reception of cases which have died from intections
dirveases and another reom for the reception of hodies of per-
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sons who have been drowned and which hive not heen recovered
for sowe days; a disinlecting bath swill he provided i this
rooi, There will be adso rooms in which post mortem exmn-
inations ean be made, il also an instrusient room.  Seeonno-
dation will also he provided in the shape of a waiting roemn for
relatives visiting the morgue.

The comnmittee of the Board of Governors ot Canterbury
College veported at a0 recont meeting that they hai set up a
joint comnmittee to consiiler and report upon the laying out
aud planting of the site, the loeality of the buildings, ete, of
the property lately purchased for the Boys® 1ligh Hehool at
Hicearton, amnd having offered prizes of the value of £ S50 and
£1 1s, for competitive plans by the archifecoural students of
the School of Fogineering, for plotting aml laying out the
grounds, situation of the Dbuoildines, ote, The report was
alopted.

The foundation stone of the new school
laisl at the end of last month.

AMr. J. Jamieson, ehairman of the Building Committee of
the Tulueation Doard, gave some details of the proposed new
school which, when completed, woulll provide 16 up-to-date
classrounis, as well as olfices. The fivst portion of :he building
to be completed wonll cousizt of fonr clasgrovms, There woulil
Le two on the ground floor 24 x 22 ft, and 26 x 25 £t with
beadteacher’s voom, olonkrooms, and corridor, amd upstaine
sty elassrooms 84 x 20 frooand 26 x 26 ft., with library awd
musen.  The contracror was Meo H. Iinkey, and the contriet
price for the whole Luilling was £3,268, the heating costing an
additional £320.

Mr, 4. 8. Guthrie ealled for tenders Iast month for residence
at Sockburn.

Messrs, England Bros,
of a house at West Melton,

The Public Works Department ealled for fenders for the
erection of a railway cottage at Waian.

A letter from the Tduceation Doard gekunowledyped a reso-
Iution passed by the houscholders’ meeting urging the Beard
to push on w ith the creetion of an up-to-late buililing for
secondary teaching and home science, and stated that the
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architeet had been instructed to draw plaus, and an application
would be made to the Department for a grant towards the cost
of the work.

The Opawa School Cummittee are about te interview the
Minister of Education with reference to a new school building
promised some time ago.

The Board of Governors of Rangiora High School have
deeided to erect a new up-to-date hutiment for additienal ae-
commaodation for the scholars.

Sixteen permits for buildings representing a value of
£17,150, were granted by the Cuiv Surveyor last month, Five
were for the cemtral ward, representing a value of £10,800,
ter for the 8t, Albans, representing £6,000, and one for the
Bydenham, representing £350.

Mr. F. W, Armstrong, of 153 Hereford street, is calling
for tenders for electrieal installation for the Royal [Exehange.

Tenders were invite: early this month for alterations and
acdditions to a house at [Teun Bay by Mr. J. 8. Guthrie.

Messrs, England Bros, invited tenders tfor the creetion of
a Catholie High School at Upper Rieearton,

The Public Works are calling for tenders for the ercction
of a new Post Office at Papanui up to July 28th.

A pieee of land in Gloucester street, next to the Masonic
Hall, has been purchased by the Rehwrned Solliers’ Association
as a site for new club rooms. The new building will be of
handsome design, and will contain an effice, billiard room,
lounge, reaiding-room, writing-room, card-room, library, cte.,
and a memorial hall. The present club reoms have been found
much too small and quite inadequate for their purpose, and
the new building sheuld prove as eomfortable as those of its
kind ir the other eentres. There is at present a boardinghouse
un the new site, but this will be pulled down, and it is hoped
that the Association will be housed in its mew rcoms early
in the spring.

In our noltes last month a reference was made to sone
recent tendering for workers’ dwellings in Kilbirnie, Wel-
lington. We stated that ‘“After Cabinet had authorised the
expenditure, a contractor whose tender had been approved,
asked for an inerease of about £60 on each house over the
amount that he had quoted in March last (about a 10 per
cent. increase). He stated that this request was due wholly
te the risc in cost of materials, and that his profit would
be the same as it would have been on the original basis, if
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materinls had Dbeen available at the prices in his estimatfes,
The Department declined the request,  Negotiations are now
in progress with another buailder,””?

We have reeeived a letter from Mro W. I Winsor of
Spreydon, Christehurel, who states that he is the Duilder
referred to in fhe note, and that some of the information
published by us was not corvect.  Mr. Winsor says: My
original fender, (with a proviso that 1f any incrense or e
creage in the cost of material. ete,, which might occur hetween
tlie closing and aceeptavee ef tenders, should he mmtuaity
adjusted) wag sent in on January 15th, not in Mareh, aml
this tender was for eleven Louses, not six.

On April 20th (three months after), T was informed thot
my temder was accepted for six of the dwellings,

Naturailyv 1 pointed out the increased costs of severnl
classes of goars., which any huilder will bear me out, cecurred
in the price of plumbing, painting and paperhanging material,
alse hardwarve, and not fthe least, in timber, between theso
dutes.

No reference {o profits was either mude, or even in-
ferred,  Ilaving built o good number of workers’ dwellings
Tor the department in Uanterbiny, to the exprossed safis-
facetion of the denartment’s offieers. T ean only surmise that
the facts have Deen somewhat distorted in their transmission
to print.  If the department are negotinting with anothor
Euildler for the ercetion of these houses (which is entively
their gwn affair}, then [ ant confident they are not using the
same plaus and specilications as they gave we, and i justiee
to a contractor, who, aceording to your vemurks, appears 1o
have been over-reaching in his demands, T fhink you shoult
find this out and right what ix T am sare, an unintentionszl
wrong.’’

Encuiries at the Labour Department clicited the fact
that the Government have since let a tender for 6 houses to
the second lowest tenderer, Mr. Young of Lower Hutt, Wel-
lington, and that the plans aml specifications were smbhjert
to slight alterations enly. We regret the error in the
nionth which BMr. Winsor says should have been January not
Mareh., Trices of conrse, are partieularly vuriable just nuw,

and no
ten per
request
another

doubt Mr. Winsor has u good claim for the extra
cent,, but at the same time it looks as though thiz
was the cause of the contract Deing passed on 1o
temderer.

DUNEDIXN.

A definite step hax now been taken by the General Com-
mittee of the City Council towards the establishment of a
municipal fixh market, The committee now recommends the
coaneil tu instruet the town elerk to prepare the necessary Bill
to be introduced at the next session of Parliament, giving the
eouneil statutory powers to deal in the fish industry in all its
branehes,  This includes the establishment of cool stores,
mannre works in a depot (prolxably close to the foreshore, and
also the establishment of at least three retail shops. The in-
tention at present is to confract with the fishermen for the
supply, and not to purchase trawlers.

The Sanitoriom Committee of the Otago Hospital and
Charitable Aid Board paid a visit to the institution at Pleasant
Valley on Thursday. There are 45 patients recciving treat-
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ment. Two rooms recently ndded to the nurses quarters are
almost veady, and the new room in the adwministrative block
will be finished shorily,

Tenders were reegived until noon on Thuvsdav, July THQ,
for the erection of business premises in Cromwell freinforeed
concrete), by Messis, Sabmond and Vaneso ATLTIUAL

Tonders are invited for the oereetion (in waod) of 2

Methodist ehurel at Ettelek. Temlers close on 250h of July.
1018,
HAMILTOXN.

Mr, J0 K. Chitty eadled for renders last month for the
ereetion of new Lusiness promizes in Hamilton for the Far
mers' Co-operative Auetioneering Co,

A recommendation that a prant of €500 be wade hy the
Auckland Eilueation Beard towards the Hamilton Mannal anl
Tochnieal School huililing pave rvise oo lenglhy disens<ion at
a reeent mecting of the boanl, It was statel by members that
the hoavd had no power to make saeh oo greant, aml it was-
finally decvled to informe the Famiiton residents that it they
ratsed £250 by private sithserviption a Governmoent subsidy hring
ing the amount up te L300 would be obtaivable,

HAWRES BAY.

A proposal that the Natives of Tlawke s Bay <hould build o
Aaarl Cathedral, where all impor ant serviees connected with the
Maoris couldl he held, has Deen mile by Bishop Bedgwick
The Natives at Moteo have coustleral the proposaly nnd o site
has already been given,  The sume donors also oftersd 100G
acres in the back couptry as o suwree of vevenue o cnudition
that the building was erveeiedb ot Waipnte,  The propesal iz
being considered in other distrivts,

T8 WUITI

A supgestion was made ot the Waikato Hospital Board s
last meeting that a hospital, eosting L5000 should De erected
at Te Kuiti.

WATRAT,

Tenders were invited lass month for the erestion of o
Jawddry building at Waiean Dy Messes Crichion amd AeKay,
I"RIB.A.

WELLINGTOX,

At the Digecesun Syuod held carly this month, the Svanod
went into committeo to consider the question of fhe Uit hedrad
site. The committee arve to veport 1o the stawding commizee
within two months,

Mossrs, Swan wnd Bwan eolled Tor fenders for the erorilon
of # hrick and conerete store ar Petone

Mr. W, Gray Young eadied for tenders for the ereetion in
brick of the first poction of the Normal school, Upkiel roal,
Kelburn,

The Public Works Thepartment ealled  for
seating aceommulatian
Buildings.

Temlers are invited by Te Hoea Co-operative Dairye o
Lid. for alditions to cheese factory,

tiemlers for
i the gallevies of the new Parlianmem
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