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hut te my mined his paper was havdly complete, with-
out those answers,
I am, cte.,

BASTL TTOOIPER, ARTB A,
Joint Ten. See. Dunedin Town Planning Society.

[Note, =We reTerred the above letter 1o My, Geo.
Fowlds, junr., whose repiv follows—Fd.]

Town Planning and Taxation
To Bditer “Proeress.’’
Dear Sir,—-
Objeetion to the syvstem of rating on the unin-
proved valie as an adjinet to fown planninge ix
raised on the gronnds that it might eneourage the

reduetion of the frontage width of sections. But i
should he reeoenised that under ovdinary hye-laws
and partienlarly  under  a  ecomprehensive  town

planning act, veeulations can, and onght to be,
framoed 1o prevent sueh tendencies,

It s fwrther allewed Ahat this system of rating
would enuse subdivision of land fo the mmimun, and
congestion of ton many houses to the aere and the
result o the abolition of private gardens. Any
cffeetive town planning sehewe should natrally
provide for the adeguate arvangenent of parks and
open spaces. 1 s admitted that cardens are a very
useful feature i the combellishment of a eity, but it
private people desire to hold large areas of land for
their personal pleasure they must expeet to pay
rates and faxes for the exclusive privileges they
enjov, T a man wants to have an extensive extate
in the main street of a targe town, ne matter how
pleasing the wrounds from the outside may he to
the publie, the ewner should pay heavily for the
menopoly,  The effeet of so muceh ground bheing held
out of use for this purpose is to compel hundreds
and thousands of peuple to live together in econ-
eested and unhealthy conditions, Surely in such in-
stanees the interests of the many are more importam
than those of the fow,

et us consider the vase of a working man who
buvs a property in a distriet which exempty -
provements and rvates on the wunimproved value of
the land. It his house coxts £300 ond his seetion &80
and be only pays rates on the latter amount, would
e not desire, and by the operation of this form of
rating be more able to buy an adjoming section so
that he eould make a pavden and hwprove the sur-
roundings cf his home,

Tt is elaimed that golf links, tennis courts and
othier privately owned arcas are really ““lunes™ or
breathing spaces, and would he penalised by fhe
rating ou the utnimproved value,  As alveady pointed
out, under preper town planning the authorities
would muke Tull provision for open spaces and -
creation erounds. I Hmited seetions of the eow-
munity desire to reserve large arcas of Tand from
whieh they prefer to exelude the miass of the people
then they must pay thelr Just share of rates and
taxes, Naturatly the ainount of land available in the
imuediate vieinity of large and growing eities is
Himited, and it is against publie interest that the
extonsive holding of land Tor sport for a com-
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paratively few should have a prior elaim over the
neeessiey supply of Tand for residential purposes,

Thee supporters of taxine bouprovements which
disconraces buildinge and cneonrages the withhaold-
e of land trom use mieht nege that the existence
of wmnerous vaeant seetions aet as valuable *hreath-
ing spaces.”” it that sueh  seetions  are
often nurseries for weeds and receeptacles for old ting
and dead dees, (f s hardie o rood argunent for this
civie adormment and so-called  hygienie
apen spaees. [ty wel! Tnown that the vating on
the capital o avnual valoe s s diseotragement fo
the wan who adds to his house, paints buildings aud
beautifies bis allotorent, heeause he is liable to have
and rates ralsea secordimedy,

A osawienn of rating which is full eousin to the tax
e windows which voee operated 1o England and re-
sulted v houses beine bhuilt withont windows, caus-
e i-health 1o e inhabitants of these jusanitary
hovels, 5 a relie o ediacvabsin and should b
clhianged,

Serin g

GEG, FOWLDS, Junr,

Patents of Interest to Builders

Skylight.— .\ putent, Neoo 205720 hus been taleen out by
Herbert Smnrt, of Yoo Steect, Mew Phvmoath, which eon-
sixty in proviiivg the operioe-"ome with n Jeser or Jevers
catendine bevend s vivar, to which o weight or weighes ave

wttaeled that =evve to connterbalseee the weight of the
Frame. Vhis oweignted eonnter-halioee will thos allow of the
sieavlight beine opened by any of the ardinary applianees,
with grent fueility, nnd will also serve T maiotain it at any
position toowlieh it omny be raised,
Door Holder.— A patent. Noo SH061
by B, Hetternon, Sydney,

has been tuken out
This invention relates tu holders

e the frictionegrip type for retaizing Iinged doors i open

or pirtly open position or inoelosed position ag may be re-



