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Editorial Comment

The veeent hateh of nineteen appoint-

“National " yents to the Legislative Council
in shows kow hopelessly alienated poli-
Name,

ties 1s from honest everyday business.
We ave supposed to be stimulated to
high patriotic sacrvifice by the sight of party poli-
ticians thrusting their party squabhles behind them
for the period of the war, so that all may unite under
the National hanner in the only duty which matters
to-day. The National Government stands, we are
told, for nuity, and the tewporary sacvifiee of politi-
cal ambitious.  Yet, whoen it vame to making nine-
teen nominations to the Upper House, how was the
process conducted?  Did  the Government look
around for the Lest husiness braing to help in euiding
the nation’s affairs in a thine when business adinins-
tration is proved to be one of the great war-winning
factors? Did the National—save the mark! Govern-
ment put its composite head together to find out
some people wha, hy reason of organising ahility
shown in war serviee have wen the 1right to recog-
nitiors from the State? No, the Governuent simply
resolved itself back into its old party shape, each
side nontinating a wan, until the list was full of the
political rubbish—-the rejects—of hoth Reform and
fiberal ecamps, and His Bxceelleney the (overnor
was then advised to “eall’’ these estimable party
haeks to a sphere which they had failed 1o veach or
to hold by the right of the people’s votes, [T there
is any value in the nowinative svstem af all, it is in
the faet that it gives govermments power to call to
the natien’s counsels moen of ideals and constructive
capacity who laek the talent for wooing demos, but
who hecome excellent servants of the democraey so
fong as they have nol to stand for cleetion against
more experieneed ticklers of the public ecar. In
failing to live up to the high national ideal for which
it is wupposed to stand, ihe National Government
went down a hundred per gent. in the cstimation of
the business community, which new realises, and



