Nafional serviee has come in New

Nationai Zealand, on paper, and the com-
Service runity are awaitine action from the
“Hangs Cevernment te brineg the ideal info
Fire.” actual practice.  We eather, how-

ever, that the National Govermment

o oo huery over the matter. No
doubt a radical seheme for the State control of
essentinl Tndustries, the reovaanisation of lalour hy
diverting it from winveessary accupations, would
have to he weli thought out beforchand, and the
need bevome thoronghly appavent hefore any coni-
plete scheme, upsetting ardinary busimess aetivities,
would Le aceeptable to the publie. The Government,
by showing no haste, is admitting, it seems to s,
that the conditions do not eall for anvthing drastie
just at present, so that worricd husiness nen mayv
Lreathe a little Jonger, free Trom State interferenee,
While on this point of Staic control, we would like
to bring under the notice of our professional veaders
an tumbiating little episode which ccourred at a
sitting of the Defenee Expendituwre Commission, The
dendists of New  Zealand, thoroughly  oraanised
under the acgls of the Now Zealund Dental Associa.
tion, patriotieails volunterrod st an early stage of
the war to undertake Jdental treatment of reeruits
on & scale little, if anvthing, alove “oost.’ They
were oftielally recognised by the Governuent, thety
sereiees vesulted in hundreds of men who would
otherwise have been elagsed unfit, heing  made
dentally perfeet, and suited for active serviee, Out
of this grew the Dental Corps, an institution whieh
has won golden opinions from those who know the
value of its work. When the Dircetor of Dental
Serviess, Livut-Uelene! 1unter, appreaved Lefgre the
Connuission, he was duly congratulated on the offi
eiency of the dental serviees, hut was asked why
dentists called up wnder the Military Serviee Aet,
and taken nut of the vanks of private soldiers for the
work of dentistry in camp and at the front, were
paid ten shillings a day ““professional allowanee,”
as well as given commissions.  The Director’s
answer was that they were professional wen, and as
national serviee was not truly national—in that i
did not eover men of all ages—it was unfalr to
dentists to take them away from praectice, giving
their confrores who romained an uniestrieted seope
for private work owing to their absenee, Yoy,
sald the very alert Chairnan of the Comnission,
“hut we found eminem lawyers, and eminent epgi-
neers in the ranks, and they were not gefling the
professional  allowanee ¥’ Colonel Tunter could
only suggest 1 reply that these eminent professionyl
men had mot had thelr speeial services utilised hy
the military. - The Coinmission, however, had in-
stanees inoowhich these professional qualifications
had been utilised, but not paid for at the speeial
rate, and the Chaivman sumed up the position in
words which should strike home to the professional
inem who read these coluins: “Docs it not show that
there are enorgetic people ut the head of the doctors
and  dentists who have oot something for theip
people? A word 1o the wise i suffieiont !
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The Wellington (lity Couneil has in-

Hutt formed local bodies interested, 1ike
Concrete itself, in the praposal to form a con-
Road.

erete fraek on the Hutt Road, that its
engineer will go ahead with this im-
bartant work as soon ax finances can he arranged.
We are alad that this experiment is not to he held
over until the war comes to an end, as it is in the
highest degree neeessary that a start should be madoe
i up-to-date vaoding in New Zealand, The dovelop-
neent problem will at onee hecome vital when the
country heging to commence to recover from the
troubles of the war—troubles due in New Zealand
mostly to the suspended activities of development i
a voung eonntry. The existence of such an ohjeet
lessori as the Futt conerete read will be immengelw
valuable.  The war has threwn into great pro-
minenee the tremendeus national value of effieiont
transport, nowhere of eourse, niore than in the arcas
close to or included in the war zone. England had
commeneed, prior to the war, a splendid national
svstern of  maintainine  and mnproving arterial
reads, but woneys carmarked for the upkeep of the
roads have Leen taken for other purposes during the
war. Big sums are still heing spent on their uplkeep,
hut because of the wear to whiel they are heing suhb-
Jected and the shorage of labour, raw materials for
vepair, and moner, they are deteriorating  very
quickiy, and it is now recognised that millions of
pounds must he spent in arder that the roads may he
put In passably good condition after the war in the
interests of commeree and industry.  Tn Germany
and Anstria the situation is said to be very acute,
and in the United States the voads arve being used to
an increasing extent to reliove the congestion on the
raflways and to economize coal. The British Gov-
erument and the Board of Trade have recently ap-
pointedd u Road Transpmt Board to consider the
working of the British veads in wartime, and a trans-
port Cemutittee has alse been appointed for Scotland.
The wotor industry must weleome this new interest
i the rosd problen.

The amount of attention given in

Trading English trade jeuruals 1o disenssion
Alter the  of yfterdlio-war development of husi-
War. ness within the Empire is o refresh-

ing sign of a wakefu! and receptive

attitude. defore the war, it was
hard te get an Buglish pleasure car fully suited te
all colontul conditinns,  In luxury, mechanical poer-
Pection and veliability BEnglish  vehiclos reached g
Itight standared, but on muddy colonial roads, Tuxury
of finish and completeness of cquipment involving
heavy weight are ot of place. However, the swar
must have given Toglish makers an idoa of how had
reads nay become, so that it will now be possible
for a colonial agent 1o adequately  picture to his

prineipals the sort of ordeals a ear must stand m

the Daminien if it is to eonumand wide aeceptanee,
Leading Inglish manufucturers are considering a
cemprehensive sehieme for eatering to the eolonial
buver.  They propgse to adopt standardisation  in
ears, enabling spares to be cheaply provided.



