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National service has come in Ncav
Zealand, on paper, and the com-
munity are a Availing action from the
Government to bring the ideal into
actual practice. We gather, hoAv-
cvcr, that the National Government

National
Service
“Hangs
Fire.”

! s in no hurry over the matter. Nodoubt a radical scheme for the State control of
essential industries, the reorganisation of labour bydiverting it from unnecessary occupations, Avouldhave to be well thought out beforehand, and the
need become thoroughly apparent before any com-
plete scheme, upsetting ordinary business activities,would be acceptable to the public. The Government,
by showing no haste, is admitting, it seems to us,that the conditions do not call for anything drasticjust at present, so that Avorried business men maybreathe a little longer, free from State interference.While on this point of State control, we would like
lo bring under the notice of our professional readersan illuminating little episode which occurred at asitting of the Defence Expenditure Commission. Thedentists of New Zealand, thoroughly organised
under the aegis of the New Zealand Dental Associa-tion, patriotically volunteered at an early stage ofthe Avar to undertake dental treatment of recruitson a scale little, if anything, above “cost.” They
Avere officially recognised by the Government, theirservices resulted in hundreds of men avlio Avouldothenvise have been classed unfit, being madedentally perfect, and suited for active service. Outof this greAv the Dental Corps, an institution Avhichhas Avon golden opinions from those avlio knoAv theAmine of its Avork. When the Director of DentalServices, Lieut-Cclonel Hunter, appeared before UrnCommission, he Avas duly congratulated on the effi-
ciency of the dental services, but Avas asked whvdentists called up under the Military Service Act,and taken out of the ranks of private soldiers for theAvork of dentistry in camp and at the front, Averepaid ten shillings a day “professional alloAvance,”as well as given commissions. The Director’sanswer Avas that they Avere professional men, and asnational service Avas not truly nationalin that itdid not cover men of all ages—it was unfair to
dentists to take them ray from practice, givingtheir confreres Avho remained an unrestricted scopetor private Avork OAving to their absence. “Yessaid the very alert Chairman of the Commission,

’ but we found eminent lawyers, and eminent engi-neers in the ranks, and they Avere not getting theprofessional allowance!” Colonel Hunter couldonly suggest in reply that these eminent professionalmen had not had their special sendees utilised bythe military. • The Commission, hoA\r ever, had in-stances in Avhich these professional qualificationshad been utilised,_ but not paid for at the specialate, and the Chairman summed up the position inAvoids Avhich should strike home to the professionalmen who read these columns: “Does it not show thatthere are energetic people at the head of the doctorsand dentists Avho have got something for theirpeople ?” A Avord to the Aviso is sufficient!

The Wellington City Council has in-formed local bodies interested, like
itself, in the proposal to form a con-
crete track on the Hutt Road, that its
engineer Avill go ahead Avith this im-
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portant AA: ork as soon as finances can be arranged.We arc glad that this experiment is not to be held
over until the Avar comes to an end, as it is in thehighest degree necessary that a start should be madem up-to-date raoding in Noav Zealand. The develop-
ment problem will at once become vital Avhen the
country begins to commence to recover from the
troubles of the Avartroubles due in Ncav Zealandmostly to the suspended activities of development ina young country. The existence of such an objectlesson as the Hutt concrete road Avill be immenselyvaluable. The Avar has throAvn into great pro-minence the tremendous national of efficienttransport, nowhere of course, more than in the areasclose to or included in the Avar zone. England hadcommenced, prior to the war, a splendid nationalsystem of maintaining and improving arterialroads, but moneys earmarked for the upkeep of theroads have been taken for other purposes during the
Avar. Big sums are still being spent on their upkeep,but because of the Avear to Avhich they arc being sub-jected and the shortage of labour, raw materials forrepair, and money, they are deteriorating veryquickly, and it is uoav recognised that millions ofpounds must be spent in order that the roads may beput in passably good condition after the Avar in theinterests of commerce and industry. In Germanyand Austria the situation is said to be very acuteand in the United States the roads are being used toan increasing extent to relieve the congestion on theraib.vays and to economise coal. The British Gov-
ernment and the Board of Trade have recently ap-pointed a Road Transport Board to consider theAvorking of the British roads in Avartime, and a trans-port Committee has also been appointed for Scotland.The motor industry must Avclcome this ncAAr interest
in the road problem.

The amount of attention given inEnglish trade journals to discussion
of after-the-war development of busi-
ness within the Empire is a refresh-
ing sign of a wakeful and receptive
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attitude. Before the war, it washard to get an English pleasure car fully suited toall colonial conditions. In luxury, mechanical per-fection and reliability English vehicles reached ahigh standard, but on muddy colonial roads, luxuryof finish and completeness of equipment involvingheavy weight are out of place. However, the warmust have given English makers an idea of how badroads may become, so that it will now be possiblefoi a colonial agent to adequately picture to hisqnmcipals the sort of ordeals a car must stand inthe Dominion if it is to command wide acceptance.Leading English manufacturers are considering acomprehensive scheme for catering to the colonialbuyer. They propose to adopt standardisation incars, enabling spares to be cheaply provided.

N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS May, 1918


