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A Scheme for the Northern Boroughs

By F. E. POWELL, C.E., AM.LM.E.

Town Planning in Auckland J_H

Lo

The conditions in respeet of the horoughs and part
of Waitemata County on the north side of Anekl dnll
harbowr offer one of the most favourable fiells for
the work of the Town I’mel' Ilere at present arve
four horoughs, Devonport. Takapuna, Novtheote and
Yirkenhe: ul separated naturally by the configuration

of the conn U,\ and all entively residential i character.
The district is remarkable for diversity of landseape.
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e, Powell's Plan for Auchland’s Northern Boroughs,

sea and harbour views, including «elightful cutleoks
upon the Iauraki Gulf with its many picturesque
islands, and in the other direetion there are lake and
harbour scenery, native bush and Dbold headlands,
The Tand is of the usual undulating kind and offers
many vantage points whenee the observer may enjoy
vistas of green stretehes agrecably broken by groves
aud plantations of trees,  Tuken altogether as resi-
dential arveas the country leaves little 1o be desived,

In spite of these natural advantages, many of
those who appreciate their value to the full, are aware
that something is lacking. The fact that the residents
are cut off from the eity of Auckland by the barrier
of the harbour renders the distriet less desirable in

the eves of wmany, whilst the diffienlty of conununi-
eation bhetween horongh and borough tends to a lack
ol Tiontogenivty, iff not to positive insularity, Were it
possible to travel quiekly and eheaply hetween the
forr centres this alone would tend to fusion and a
combination of interests, although it would still leave
the inhabitants isolated frem thelr work for the most
part, and subordinate to city conditions.

Fvidently then, 1f this north side is te develop
a healthy autonomyv. something is requived that will
not only bring the scattered units of the population
info easy communication with one another, but that
will bind them with a common ohject, more or less
independent of the eity of Auckland, as far as ovrdinary
prsuits are coneerned. The one thing that ean pro-
e this result Is the establishment of husiness, eom-
mereial and industrial intevests—in other words, a
town or eliv—in 1he widst of the peeple eoneerned,
and it Is the discussion of this possibility and the
couditions that would arise, that fors the subject of
these notes.

Now a eity s net planned mervely to provide a
conmunity of fnferests, or if so planmed could not be
expectod tollave a healthy progressive existence, unless
it provides the convenienees of trade and exchange,
for which purpose it must be foid by produce of the
stirroutding country, while on the other hand it
receives for distribution the inports required by the
tnhabitants.  Obviously then, the site st be sueh
as to st wharves and other facilities for veceipt of
wonls and must he convenient for railway and other
means of transport on {he landward side. It shounld
be central, and a large part of ifs aves should be reas-
orahly level, not too clevated above sea level, and with
a sifAciently Large baek eonntry to admit of extension,
FEvery one of these eonditions 18 complied with at the
site T propose near the head of Shoal bay, Further,
the land is sparsely oceupied, and none of the more
thickly populated areas in the vieinity wonld be detri-
mentally affeeted. Tt is adjacent to a suitable position
for wharves which would he well sheltered. Tt has
physieal featives that eould be turned to acecount from
the gesthetie pomt of view, and has other advantages
whicl many a great eity might envy, It happens that
a cailwaoy has alveady been planned by the Government
to run from the north side to Melensville, and there
seems every natural reason for this to start about the
position shown on my plan.

Ilowever, the first item for cousideration is the
means by whieh the fonr heronghs can be brought
into touel with one another. This could be done to
some extent by the provision of an interborongh tram
svstonl over existing roads, and obviously this is in
any case desirable. BBut T propose to link up the
areas i a more direet manner by constructing em-
bankment roads from Devenport to Bayswater, from



