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out of residental and industrial arcas to the hest ad-
vantage. It is proposed in clanse 12 that the
Governor-General may on the recommendation of
the Minister and either with or without the consent
of the loeal authority, by Mroclamation, declave that
any district, together with or without adjacent land
as is defined by the Proclamation, shall be subjeet
to the provisions of the Aet, and thereupon the dis-
triet and sueh adjacent land shall be subject to
those provisions accordingly:

Trovided that the Conneils of the eitics of Auck-
land, Wellington, Christehurch, and Dunedin may
by resolution passed at an ordinavy meeting of the
Couneil apply 1o have such cify or sueh eity and the
adjacent land he proclaimed as a town planning
area. Tt will be seen by the wording of this clause
that an active Minister, with a keen Town Planning
Commission, stimnlated hy publie opinion in any
distriet, ean secure for that disteiet the advantages
of the Aet even if the existing local authority is not
awake to thom. Towever, the Minister in framing
his Bill has heen partienlarly  careful to  avoid
setting up an authority in opposition to the loeal
badies, To use his own phrase, he will not inter-
fere with their soversion powers. This will he re-
garded Iy many Town Planners as a weak spot in
the measure, though we have reearded it as sound
poliey to avoid antagonising cxisting local hodies.

Much as we adwire the Minister's

The enterprise in preparing the Town
Weak Planning Bill we must  strongly
Spot, eriticize his evident desire to avoid

taking valuable aid from those who
have hecome expert town planners, The whole
measure  centres upon the eentral administrative
hody, the Town Planning Conunission. This hody
must he eomposed of men keenly alive to the advan.
tages of the reform, well versed in its machinery,
and equipped with suffieient knowledge to give the
Board a parameunt and undisputed authority, this
being all the more needful for the reason that the
Board will have no dircet power. Tts function is to
he advisory, and nothing can he done without the
approval of the Minister and the “‘responsible
authority,” a local anthoritr having charge of any
particular scheme, This is how the Minister pro-
peses to constitute his Town Planning Commission :
The Survevar-General, the TEngineer-in-Chief Public
Works Department, the Government Architect, the
Valuer-General, the Chief Health Officer, the Under-
Secrebary Tnternal Affairs Department (or his appoin-
tes), Three persons apnointed by the Governor-
General, who shall hold offien during the pleasure of
the Governor-Gencral, ineluding one person ap-
pointed by the Governer-General on the reeom-
mendation of the Municipal Assoeiation, and one
person appointed by the Governor-General on the ve.
commendation of the New Zealand Tnstitute of
Architeets, who shall each hold office for the term of
three vears from the date of his appointment.

At Teast six members of the Board will he busy
departmental heads who have quite enough to do
to attend to their present work., Some of them are
already  lnaded with “extras,” and they  will
seareely relish any additional burdens., We may ex-

pect to get a very valuable member from the Insti-
tute of Avchiteets, but as he will have to loole after
his professional work first, his initiative and vigor
as a nationgl Town Planner will be greatly eurbed.
The Minister has provided tor a third Govermment
noutinee. I this, a few Town Dlanning enthusiasts
who saw the draft Bill hefore printing {the editor
of “'Precress” being among the numler) saw hape
of bringing in a capable Towyn Planner with inter-
national experienee, hut the Minister showed 1o in
clination to accept that adviec. The Bill, i1 faet,
contaivs no finaneial prevision whieh would cnable
such an expert to fake part in its adminicivation.
Conscquently, while we are pleased at secing  a
Town Planning Bill cone forward in eharec of a
vigoruos and expevieneed Minister, we realise {hat
it will vequive substantial amendwent 1o eive it
vital foree.

State One of the impertant political de-
Interference. velopments foreed on by the war is
the growth of the prineiple of State

interference.  Couservative England  Thas  been

obliged to adopt the doetrine extensively, hut New
Zealand's adminisirators, less troubled with i
nent  danger, have heen loth to depart from
familiar paths. Parliament ilself is more advaneed
on this suhjeet than the National Government, for a
Seleet Committee comprising a well-halaneed assort.
ment of the members from hoth parties eansidered
the cost of living probleny and made a nmnlir of ex.
tremely radieal proposals for State tradine. They
suggestod that the whole of our eoastal, inter.
eolonial and overseas transport should be done hy
steamers owned on eo-operative lines, the State, the
primary producers and the importery having shares.
This is the form of niodified State ownership which
has worked well with the Bank of Neaw Zealand,
though we confess that the influence of {he State
upon that institution has not made it any omore
liberal than its nominal competitors in dealing with
its enstomers. New Zealand husiness 1qen tolerate
a series of charpes for exchanee and hook-keeping
which are iniquitous, and without precedent. As for
transport, there is o doubt that State control weuld
remove many of the diffienlties now troubling the
husiness world, and seemve Tor {he producer a hetter
return for his outpuf in the warld’s markets, heeause
our exports weuld he carried by sea on the samo
ferms as they are earried cu land—at a rate only
a trifle above the actual cost of the operation. Tt
may yet be found inevitable 1hat the liguor prohlem
will find its only permanent snlution in State eon-
trol. The liguer trade is so badlv i by private
enterprise that i some vespeets it constitutes g
danger to the ecomimumity. This is a statement fMllv
horne out hy the Narienal Lifieieney Board’s veport.
The Prime Ministor has promised that next session
Parliament will he asked to leaislate on the Tines of

the Efficiency Board’s report, sooas to give the
people  an opportunity of deciding by a hare

majority  the important issyes: Continuanee, on
National No-license with eampensation. Tt would he
a great advantage to add a third issue, that af State
ownerskip and eontral of the tiquer traffic. Tt s
one of the businesses in which the prineiple wo are
diseussing would make far national efficiency.



