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the eity boundary.  Ancther conerete work the Council have
in hand is the paving of Quay Street.

The new Presbyterian chureh, which is being erected at
the ecorner of Monnt Eden Road and Windmill Road, is expeeted
to be ready for opening shorily.  The structure itself, whieh
is of ferro-concrete, with a tiled roof, is already complete, and
good progress is being made with the internal fittings. The
chureh will he eapable of seating about 300 persons.

11 was decided at a recent meeting of the Auckland College
Council to appoint two lecturers in architecture at the Univer-
sity, one to take the mechanienl and the other the artistic side
of the subject.

The erection of the Epsem Girls' Grammar School has
now heen vempleted.  The building, ervected 1o velieve the
congestion at the Girls' Grammar School, in Ilowe Street.
contains four elass voows, a well-equipped  lnboratory, and
eloak-room.  Adjoining the main building ave the stafl quarters,
comtaining the feachers’™ roams and fwa elass rooms.

The erection of No. 4 mnit of the Tokanui Mental Hospital,
near Kihikibi, is now going forward, the foundations being
eompleted.  The Tokanui Mental Hespital scheme provides
for extra aceommodation being built as need arises, and No, 4
unit will provide for about fifty paticnts.  Jlaeh unif is self-
«ontained, while the eentral building provides a common dining-
voom.  Owing to the scareity of loeal earpenters, several have
wone from Auckland to earry on the work, which is expercted
ta take about nine months,

A proposed city by-law, which provided that no new build-
ing should be oreupicd until o eevtificate s obtained from
the ¢ity engineer. gave vise to seme Jdiscussion at a1 recent
meeting of the ity Couneil.  Mr. G. Baildon said that builders
and owners were subijeet already to inspections, not only by the
arehiteets, but also by building, scaffolding, sawmitary and
lakour inspectors, and he thowght the propesed additional
regulation was carrying matters to an unnecessary length. M.
P, M¢Elwain charvacterised the proposal as “‘most absurd.”’
it was apreed to delete the elanse.

The timber industry along the Main Trunk is reported
to be sinekening down somewhat. savs the Awekland ©fStar, ™
The cavseription of men has reduced the number of builders
very considerably, and the senreity of tradesmen, eombined
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with the heavy increases in buillding materiad, bas had the
cffect in ecausing meneyed men te slow down iu the building
of houses for speculative purposes.  The mills have been very
aetive during the past year owing to erection of new freezing
works, and big extensions to others, including Taihape and
[Feilding,  The only new works in course of prection now are
those heing construeted ot Kakariki, near Marton, fer the
Wollington Meat Lxport Company.  Under the eircumstances,
therefore. a reduced output is forecasted,

CHRISTCHURCH.

During December the following permits were issued:—
Central Ward (inner) 4, value £2750; (outer) 3, value £1950;
St Albans 1%, value £5300; Linwood 3. value £1350; Sydenham
5, value £2250; Richmond 4, value £900, Total 51 permits,
vadue £1.4,500.
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