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winter ends, and the ground beeomes solid enough
for these uncouth but wonderful machines.

L Gl Wells, with the imagination of Jules Verne
and a substantial cquipment of common-sense, ean
pride himself on his talent for prophesy. He cor-
reetly predicted that when war eane with Germany,
it would take the shape we now realise. In his
essays “An Englishian Looks at the World,”” pub-
lished in 1914 hefore the war, he contended carnestly
for the development ol the acronautie serviee and
areater utilisation of the motor submarine. e fore-
told exactly what the German fleet wonld do, and
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ridiculed gencral anticipatious about naval warfare
thus: ‘“The plan of action is presented with an
allurine simplieity.  Our adversary will come out
to ns, in a ratio of 10 to 16, ov in some ratio still
more advantageous to us, according as cur adversary
happens 1o be this Power or that Power, there will
be some tremendons business with guns and tor-
pedoes, and our admirals will return vietorious to
diseuss the diseipline and details of the battle and
cach other’s littie weaknesses in the monthly maga-

zines ! This is a desirable but nwost improbable an-
tieipation. No hostile power iz in the least likely to

send out any battleships against our invineible
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dreadneughts. They will promenade the scas, always
in the ratio of 16 or more to 10, loeoking for ilcets
securely tueked awey out of reaeh. ... The enemy
we shall diseover using unsportsmanlike deviees
against our eapital ships, Uwnless he is a lunatie he
will prove to he muach strovger in reality than he
is on paper in the matter of submarines, torpedo
boats, waterplanes and acroplanes.”’

Britain needed waking up, no deubt, to the tre-
mendous potentialitics off the motor-driver destrue-
tive machine, and we can now say with confidenee
that the proeess has beeu areomplished, The avia-
tors of the Allies dominate the position on the
Woestern front, and aur steadilvorawing preponder-
anece in artillory s heing ysed 1o wood advantage
beeatise we have developed a type of slow-flving
plane whieh can {ly Tow, and keop elosely in toueh
with the movewent of advaneing infantry.

MR IDEA OF THE TANK.
A few conceptions picked up from the Press acenunts here
and there, of what the Tanls are really like,

PUNCITS

The “tank’ is a development of the farm tractor
with caterpillar tractive meehanism, Several types
of this machine were Hsted by British wakers before
the war, and the “eaterpillar’’ was experimented
with for gun hauling several years ago, the notive
power heing steam. It was a desperately heavy,
but effieient machine, with striet range of action
owing to its capacity for using up large quantities
of fucl and water. But the petrol engine solved
this side of the prohlem, asg {he previous volatile
fluid gives a store of power in small space enor-
nously in advance of coal,



