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German Trench Architecture

From the Fuglish o Aeelatectuial Berview ™

Duving the past wonth the Press Bureau has put
at the (11\})05{11 of the Press a most intererting artiele
on German trench architeeture, written after the
““Great Advanee’ had revealed the vemarkable un-
derground eonstructions of the envwy. There is vo
indication as to who was the author, but from the
nanner of hig deseription we may asswne him to he
an architect-officer with the Avrmy in France. The
article has alveady appearved in soie of the news-
papers, but it nierits the widest pos.ible publieity,
ane we therefore take oeeasion to republish it, with
accompanying illustrations, not only as a matter of
present interest, hut also as a docwumentarsy record
for futulv 1efelonee

Standardised Stee]l Door and Scraper.

Along many miles of the Western front, as it
was till the cnd of June, you can now do what secis
to trench-«dwellers alutost the utmost reach of impos-
«ibilitv—that ix to say, vou can stand at y¥our case
i the middle of No man’s Land and look at a Ger-
man front trench on your right and a Frenel or
British front trench on yvour left.  As soon as you
do so vou feel that the outward face ef caeh wears
a quite different cxpression, Tt is not merely the
accident that the Allies’ wire is only cut across by
neat lancs or gangways at conveniemt intervals
while the German wire lies in a trampled mess on
the ground. The difference goes much further,
one thing, the Allies support their harhed wire main-
lv with wooden stalkes; the Germans do it with iran.

For another, the Allies’ parapet owes much more of
The Germans huild

its strength to visible sandhaes.
with sand-bags too, but not se much nor so cpenly.

Timber Staircase.

Tor

Their parapet makes move show of vough clay or
chalk, even where a light laver of this covers two
or more feet of reinforecd conerete placed l]\(’

shrapuel helmet on the head of a dug-out or a oun
vmplacenient. And 1T you now lva\(- your ﬁlst
stdn(lpoint and cexplore the two trenches in furn,
and also the support aud communieation honch(‘s
behind each of them, vou find that the differenee
goes, in more than oue sense, deeper still.  The
All ml trench locks, in overy way, like the work of
nen who hoped and meant to move on before long;
the German trench looks like the work of moen \\ho
hoped, or feared, that they would be in it for years.
Our trench houxmﬂ has been muel more of 4 make-
shift, a sort of eamping out, with some ingenious
provisions for shelter and comfmt, hut not more
than the Teast that would serve. Most of our dug-

Cfficers’ Dug-out.

outs are just roughly delved holes in the earth with
only enough props and rafters to hold the roofs up;
their floors are have ground with a little straw on it
their doors, if they have any, arve a fow odd pieces
of plank with & couple of other pieces nailed across;
often the floor is on the trench level, to save hur-
rewing,  Lighting is done with candles, mostly
bought at the canteen, and if anvoue owns an arn-
chair or a two-foot-high mirvor, it is the jest of the
platoon.

The whole German idea of trench life is differont.
The German front in the West is 1ilke one huge strage-
gling village huilt of wood and strung out along a
voad 300 wiles long. Of course, the heuses arve all
undervground,  Still, they are honses, of oue or two
floors, built to certain official designg, drawn out in
section and plan.  The main entranee from the
trench level is, sometimes at any rate, through a
steel door, of a pattern apparently standardized, so



