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ingpector knows something of labour laws and noth-
ing of sanitary science. I ask you, should these
things bet! Should our men, and women, boys and
girls be shut in office, factory or workshop frem 40
to 50 hours per week under eonditions which must
prejudice their health?  As practical tradesmen:
How ofter. are you called in to rvenovate this class
of building before it has reached the last stage of
disrepair? And how often ave you asked for an
opinion as to the best method of treatment? A
much more frequent question is, how cheap can you
cover it up?

The average dwelling house is not always what
it should be.  Numbers of homes where human
beings have to live are in a shoeking state, ceilings
and walls whitewashed, re-distempered and perhaps
papered without being washed off. Walls papered
and re-papered and filth of all sorts covered up,
woodwork dirty, greasy and altogether vile
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to the men we empley. If we fail to educate the
public on these matiers who will take up the work?
For it has to he done sooner or later, and we cer-
tainly are in a position to know more about the
subjeet than wost people,

We should first of all take it apon ourselves to
point cut to our elients on every pessible oceasion
what we consider should be done when ealled upon
to renovate old prewmises. We should also educate our
apprentices so that they will not regard the sanitary
side of the business so lightly as hag heen done in
the past, the next generation of painters will then
have 4 much hetter status than exists at present.
1 want also to advoeate & proper system of inspee-
tion.  We have at present a faivly clfieient system of
imspeetion of ewr boek vards, If a peultry ran is
too close to a dwelling it has to he removed, if the
rihbish s accwmulating it must he earted away.
These things we reeognize as heing neeessary in
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I huve attempted to draw your atteution to sone
of the more tlagrant of the evils and to show that
no organized attempt is being made to combat them.
Have I overdrawn these little pictures? Have I
stated anything but what you know to be true?
Has not your experience as painters brought you
in frequent contact with evils like these and some-
times worse? 1 think you will agrece with me that
this state of affairs is a eonstaut menace to public
health, How far it is responsible for the various
epidemies which desecend on us and take toll of
health and life T do not know, but it is up to us
to get busy and improve matters. It is time for us
in the painting industry to rouse nurselves from our
lethargy and publish the true state of the buildings
we are called upon to pateh up. 1 know some of
us will lose a eertain amount of business, but what
of that! Surely we owce semething to the eommunity
of which we form a part, as well as to ourselves and
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order that the population {pariicularly of the con-
gested arcas) may be protected from infeetion and
disease.  We have medical inspection of ehildren m
the schools and dentists to see to the children’s
teeth, But apparently it is no one's duty to inspeet
the home, factory, or places of amuscuicent, ete.

I would like to see the whole business brought
under the control of the Public Health Department.
Periodical inspection of all buildings should be made,
and renovations in accordance with a speeifieation
set by the department when necessary in the inter-
ests of publie health. All painters should have to
pass an cxamination, be registered, and be liable to
be struck off the register if found doing work in
other than a proper manner. This is quite feasable,
and at the present time certain other industries are
working under a similar system. I refer to plumbers,
pipe layers and clectrieians, and there may be others,



