The New Zealand Institute has taken

Scientific Lo ,

guite seriously that modest liltle grant
Research £ £950 for seiontif el wr
jor go5o 0L £200 for seientifie research wrung

from a diffilent Parliament by the
Minister of Internal Affairs, and some usefnl sug-
gestions bave been put forward, lhavine thar striet
regard for the inmediately praciical which we have
advoceated as being good poliey in this utilitarian
community. Rescarehes are to be made into the
phosphate reck of Canterbury, the eeld storage of
Fruit, and the electrical prevention of frost i orehids.
Following proposals wade by Mro T T Wild, the
Tustitude has asked the Government to assi=t o projeet
for agricultural veseavel, and a soil survey of New
Zealand.  Professor Benhany, President of the New
Zealand Institute speaking at its veeent annual et
ing, mentioned that the Minister for Tnternal ATairs
had expressed his intention of ealling o conferenee
which it was lhoped would result i some psaetical
steps being taken 1o hring the results of seweniifie re-
searely and methods into eloser velation with wome of
the industries. Tt scomed to Dreofessor Benlam ihad
the institute should take a much move active parf in
urging the importance of a hetter training 31 selenee
or rather in setentifie methoeds in the secondary sehools,
and in urging on the industrial community the need
for sclentific organisation and eco-operaticn.  The
moventent has been well Taunched, it will he voeu, and
further impetus will he gained when the proposed new
State organisation to be known as Todustrial
Efficiency Board gets to work. Tty seope will nat he
limited to setiling seldicrs on the land, o in alher
wavs re-abserhine them into industeial aetiviie Tt
will have to deo with the wlhole oreanisatinn of in-
dustry on effieient lines. and will no Janht epsble
New Zealand to cffeetively  eo-operate with  the
Imperial anthovities in the areat selieme of industrial
reorganisation whieh swe understaind s alrepdy nndey
weigh,  The Fupire Is getting ready for pewee, and we
are going to profit permancntly by the tragic lessons
which began in August. 1914,

the

When Parliament passed the Tair
Rents Act last session we peinted out
that it had a serious deficieney, bt
this did not matter, for the reason that the Act Leenue
practically a dead letter. Tt has, Dowever, heen
used hy a Wellington tenant to protect himself from
a rise in rent which he considered unjustifiable.

A man named Ladd oecupied a house in Tindum
terrace, for which he paid 25s. a week to Winder, Mills,
and Pearson, as trustees.  Ladd veceived nrtiee that
his rent would be raised to 32s. Gd., bat was Iater
advised that in eonsideration of the faet that le was
a good tenant, the rent would be reduced to 30s.
Ladd protested against the Hs. increase, and appealed
to the Court to fix the vent on the capital value
Evidence was given that the Govermment valuation in
1913 was £300, while the plaintiff produred o witness
who valued the property at hefween £600 nd £700.
The defendants claimed that the property was worth
over £1000.  Owing to the difference in values, the
Magistrate appointed an independent valuer, who
valued the house and land at £700.  Meaniime defen-
dants decided not to proceed further and the case
was discontinued on the understanding that the vent
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was to remain at 25s. per week. The Magistrate
(M. W Gl Rididell 8D allowed costs (£ 7Ts. 6d40)
against the defendants, Tverything tiened in this
case upon the Government valuation, which is often
not 1 accordance with the current \(1]11“, of the pro-
erty.  But the most serions detieieney of this legis-
lation iy that the valuation, covering as i1 does the
Iawd as well as the i\.n]:rm'lnmll\' I8 rl}‘“"ﬂ'nflf\' Wi-
relinble as an indieation of the value of a doelling o
the tenant, as distinet fron s valie 1o e owner,
who may be allowing the dwelling fo memain on
valuable land, hoping in the future to ]mt' e huihling
fo retnrn something more in aceardance with the value
of the seetion,  Tf the Welllngton tenant i guestion
Ll Been living in g lumlxlw-th)\\'n shael o elanming
and popilay subueds, he woudd seareely bave Teen alile
(o Muu-w{ in his (wimn. for the veason that the
enpital value of the seetion would have Teen so Targe
that o rent guite exbiorbitant for the dwdling eould

Dive boenr exactel, aml vet nol exeeed The amonnt of
nterest which, mulw' the Taw, a Tandlerd S entiflod
to obain. orepulating the deabines of pravate

individuals the .\T:.f:- v treading a difienlt sath, bat
Minislors, we suppose, are dike ordinary aportale—
they Tive aml learn—so that i view of Paviiment s
lnown partiality for experimenial Teaishation in ibe
patelvork style, we may expeet fuviher amendments
of what, ot present Is a facddiy aloos unwarkehle At

Standard-  We oaccasionally hear of people who
isation hold very pessimistic views regarding

distraction of industry after the ware  ““What 1s
going to happen to e new munition worlshops 2™
they ask inoa pessimistic fane indieating thal they
firmly helieve the shngters will gooup. 1Bnt the
machinery needed in taening ont shell cases and guns
emy, I most instanees, be adopted to the output of
machine parts,  The nno\minn and Sserapping”
which has gene on in Britaln’s engineeving w m]\slm ps
under the hupelling necessities of war will be of
tremendous benefit when peace avrives.  Plans are
heing formed to keep all the factories goirg when they
finish tnrning out munitions.  Russia. its vast Bastern
spaces hardly touehed, Is a veritable *Tand of promise ™
for the English maker of agricultural maehinery, and
at last e will compete in that field on fairer tevms
than before the war.  Standardisation, and the organ-
isation of huge outputs has been definitely adopted as
the main line of policy in motor cars and steamships.
Tn the latter case, large vards are alveady heing Iaid
down. to quickly counteract the losses due to Hun sea
Sirghtfulness.’ A consideralile mmount of infor-
mation is available as to American mnethods of special-
isation and big outputs.  Almost ineredible are the
results of this Pelicy. We have it en the authority of
the sales direetor of an influential Amerviean motor
ear coneern that, buving in 15,000 lots, his concern
obtained complete sets of electrie headlights and tail
lamips For 125 the set: and tives sold to the customer
at £6 to £7 can he heught by the motor manufactuver
in 15,000 lots at £3 to £3 53, Dritish trading methods
are under revision. and we hope to see the era of
peace aeeompanied by prosperity as 4 result, not only
of manufacinring improvements, but better and
cheaper banking facilities than have prevailed under
past conditions of conservative monopolism.



