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 Progressive Electric Lighting of | I\
American Cities ﬁf

By STANLEY DAVID.

Street liehting o Aweriea has wade wonderful
progress in the past yvear or twoe, due frsi to the
arcat strides that kave been made in the art of
Hluwmination sith eleetricity, and seeondly to a reali-
zation on the part of the publie that a city, even
though beautiful from the standpoint of parks,
howlevards, and elean streets, s still far fron attain-
ine thie desired perfeetion it peorly aud inaviistically
lighted.

Fig. 1—Fire Alarm Box and $Street Lamp Standard
in Combination,

In past deeades streets were Tighted with little
vogard to heauty, sinee protection was the end
soteht, but to-day, proteetion is merely one of »
muuber  of  eonsiderations  whiech  have  ovelved
naturally, by the rapid growth and extension of
Awceviean eities. These econsiderations incelude the
acsthotie as well as the ecconomie advantages of such
systems o which Uawill vefer and whieh arve typieal
ol what is being done, not anly in San Franeiseo and
other Pacifie coast cities, hul in all the larger com-
nunities throushout the country, Sometimes a false
ceonomy shuls onio entirely the possibility of an
artistic mstallation, but this 18 only In rare cases,
ax eity administrators are quick to realize the adver-
tising features as well as 1he wore contmon utilities
of wood street lighting,

A splendid example ol zood city Tighting, and a
system which illustrates perfeelly the eombination

of usefulness and heanty, is to be found in Oakland,
California. 1t is similar to that used in many other
cities and ecan therefore be taken as typical of the
seneral standard. One speeial feature of this instal-
lation iy the ornamental iron post, spaced about
cvery 150 feet and fed by underground conduits
which do away with the unsightly appearance of
numerous overhead wires.  Another is the large
sixteen ineh globe, so treated as to diffuse ihe light

Fig. 2 -A.Typical Californian Street Corner showing
Electric Lamp Standard.

and give uniform tHumination. This latter eonsid-
cration is imporiant ax in good street lighting glare
should he avoided, and an unprotected light source
of high intensity if plaeed direetly in the line of
vision, produees a blinding eflfeet which materially
reduces the effeetiveness of the lighting,

The system s modified in various parts of the eity
to suit conditions and {o avoid unneeessary cxpense,
Thus, ile down-town business and theatre centres,
aied the main streets fo and from the city arce
heautifully lighted with standareds carrying three
elobes, while at the more important corners, and in
the viemity of promineni publie buildings, ete., by
slandards carrying a shower of five globes cach.

This doewn-town and ntain thoroughfare insgtal-
lation consists of light standards placed direetly
opposite cach other on ihe two sides of the strect
atd the uniformity of appearanee is ideal for orna-



