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veplanting fmmedintely. ... Tn 1908 the United States

Depertwent of Agriculture published o tabular statement

of the prices trom 1886 to 19495, of the nore important

elasses of timber in that conntry,  The ligures shown

i many eases show a rise of over 100 per eent.”’

It is true, we still read in thimber journals and
trade eatalogies, of the ineshaustible gupplies avail-
able, but these statenients are made by men whose
ohjeet it is 1o push Dbusiness and whese inferests
are in the direetion of kecping up, o still furiher
raising present prices. 1t i safe 1o say that in our
ownh land the rvise in price and the lowering of
guality has beon quite as marked as in the insfances
Aunted from Burope and Amerien: for, whereas in
farner tinmes, the vetail price list was a simple state-
ment of the relative eost of heart and sap timber,
or of first and second elass, the present day cata-
logue is of suek a character as to he hardly jutel-
ligihle 1o anvene outside the timber trade, in one
ar other of ilx hranches, and the present day grading
i« sueh as to inelude a large amomnt of stuftl which
in former tines would not have heen aceepted as
having any market value.

Tt ix unneeessary 1o quote priees to prove the
foreeoing statewent in a memarandum addressed to
a hody of men whase trade knowledae and business
experiencee have made them faniliae with the faets,
all pur present enevgies are required in the dircetion
of ureine for some carly astion towands placing the
future of our thuber supplics on a hoetter and wove
nusiness-like footing.

Book Reviews

“ The Planning of the Modern City"”

A Revicw of the Peiveiples Goeeening Cily Phoaning, by
Notsan P Liowis: 420 pop Hlasfeaded, 19106, Jotow ey wad
Vol y Londen—Clhapmen and Hall Lid—

Sans, Ltd,. New
15/ uel.

Town Pliming has of vecent years come very prominent|y
hefare the public, and many exeellent works hive hoen published
dealing with the sabject. i

The weneral public, amd we fear quite a number of those
promient in the wovenwend, have, however, leoked upon "l‘mvn
Plauming as synonymous willh City Beautifieation and (:_0115'1(1(‘1'0(1
It from a purely aesthetic or arehiteetural point of view. The
work under review s umigue in that if is swritten by a highly
aualified municipal engineer solely from an enginecring point of
view, and forceably and clearly shiows the necessity awed advan-
tages of Town Planning for even the smallest growing town. In
Tis introduction tie author expresses the hope that Lis worle will
Be found of somne vaboe in bringing munivipal engineers to o
semewhat keenor venliwtion of their part in. and vesponsihility
for, the construetive work of ity plaoning as well as city
building,

We ecommend the volume to our own engineers confident
that they will devive inspiration from if and also to all who
ave interested in this sulject.

The space at our emmmaml will not permit of as full a
review as tle importance of the subject and this werk merit,
but we may sy that the avthor treats of many phases:—
Mistakes and their corpection; Transportation—tram and rail-
yomd s Flarhours: Street systens—Traflic and details of adorn-
ment; Parks and Reereation faeilities; Publie Buildings and
Clivie Centres: The Industrinl Town or Distriet; Garden Cities;
The eronomic  valoe of o City Tlun and  methods  of
finaneing, .

The work is profusely illustrated by diagrams and photo-
graphs, aud while the latter are ehiefly of Amerienn subjeets

they serve not as details to eopy but to illnstrate the point

under diseussion and  provide abundant food for thought.
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Tn a word:

the nuthor shows that City Planning
Faerbed oot

praavs,

properly

S hrawing for Builders,’? 6/6G ael; A Problem Cowrse in
Architeeturel Drawing by K. Burdetie Dole, ME. 166 pup..
dhasfrated, 19168, —Mewsrs, Clurpioie aoied Flall LA, 11 Heneieito
Stveel, Covent Gavdei, London, WA

While written prineipally to be used as a text-bhook Tor
Terlmical sehiool students in the building trade this hook should
prove s valnable self help to any person desiving 1o learn
architectoral dranghting,

The work is simply  written and  profusely illustrated.
After thoroughly explaining and illustrating the instrments
atel thweir use, the anthor {akes the student through an excel
Jently gradunted series of 530 pooblems in drawing and constroge-
tion, concurrently with w course in frechand lettering, whieh
i= equally important in o draughtsman s teaining,  We hnve
pleasnre in recommending this publication to onr architee-
tural students,

Reinforced Concrete in the Great
E xplosion

In a report, in the periodieal called “Tive,”” upon
the effvets upon bulldings of the explosion at a muni-
ilons Taetory, it is staled that the hwnph of rein-
Torewd conercte construetion is the most striking
feature of the eatastrophe Not only have such
struetares within the explosion area withstood the
clfeet of the air wave, but they came through t1he
ordeal of [bre sueeesstally,

The steel reinforeement within the concrete en-
abled the huildings fo give slightly 1o the air wave
when it struek the buildings; the windows caved in.
The reverberating  air entered, and, expanding.
passed throueh the oppesite windows, therehy heln-
ing tu straighten up the-main sbructure again, al-
thoueh fire was left bhehind. The fractures in the
gtruetnre are only where the fiives were fieveest,
owing {o the nature of the contents.

Brick structures eollapsed ignominiously, being
pulled mmward by the floor and roof joists and eir-
ders, But hriek cehimmey staeks, beeause they have
no upper strain, without exeeption exist praetically
nndamaged, having been able to give slightly fo the
foree of the air wave and then spring hack to per-
pendicularity,

The roofs of buildings, meludine dwelling-houses,
wore lifted by the exeess infernal air pressure sef
un by the air blast nassing in thvourh windows and
doorwavs. Not all the 100000 windows hraken
were blown in: many were hlown ont by ihe advanee
wave eidering open doors and ereatine a preliminary
high internal pressure, sufficient to burst ont some
windows, before the main hlast avvived and hlew in
the remaining windows.

Werve it permissible, we would reproduee photo-
epraphs of the area ghowine how wonderfully rein-
foreed concrete withstood the shoek of the huee ex-
nlasion. but this s one of the things that mnst he
deferred until after the War,

—_—

ITapx 't ITaeven Trigu.—-Viaimor—" My good man,
vou keep vour nies peh foe near the hense.”

Corpager—That’s dust what the doetor said,
mum.  Dut Tden't see hiow it's agoin’ to hurt "em.”’



