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thicker than where a modervate traffic is found. Over
a greater part of the paved wileage however, a type
is being construeted well adapted for climatie eon-
ditious iu California, and whieh for practical pur-
poses is virtually a eity street in the country.

A pernanently hard and firm subgrade with a
cement eonerete base and a bitwninous wearing sur-
face of one-half Lo three-cighths inches, provides a
highway pavement which has been tested severely
here, and with great sueeess,  Sueh a pavement s
used when there are ileal suhgrade conditions anid
aun absence of frost. Under more adverse cenditions
the base is thickened, and when tratlie demands, a
thick wearing suvface of asphaliie conerete is used,

The four-inch conercte hase with thin bitwininous
top has been open to coustant and exacting traffic
on a portion of the state highway for about two
vears without showing appreciable wear, and it
appears to he good for another two vears without
repair.

The eost of these highways »un 1o about twelve
thousand dollars or £2,400 per mile.  This scems,
and is, a large amount lor read building, but it must
be taken into eonsideration that the eost of upkeep
is reduced enormously eomparved with the old type
of gravel road aud they last such a long time.

Then again, fand heee is where the relation
between the aute and the good reads is onee more
evident) California has over one hundred and fifty
thousand ears of all deseriptions regisiered and pay-
ing taxes aunually. Faeh vyear this nwaber in-
ereases,  Inoa single vear notorists of California
paid into the state treasary more than one million
theee hundred thousand dellars v Heense  taxes.
This swn reverts Lo the construction and mamtain-
ance of more roads, and will he inercased during the
vears 1o come.  As the voads are fashioned with it,
new tervitory will e thrown open to homesteaders
and agricublurists, who ave more and move finding
their way about by motor-car and subsequently ship-
ping their produee to market by motor-truek.

The fine viding and good going provided by these
reads is a lure 1o the wolorists of California, and
although the law rvequires a waximum speed of
thirty miles per howr ot the state highways, still
fifty and sixty miles per hour is mere often indulged
in.  This practice being dangerous in the extreme,
neecssitates the maintainanee of squads of ““niotor-
cops”” wounied on fast motor exeles. They eateh
all the “‘speeders” they ean and the fines go into
the county treasuries and pay for the upkeep of the
squads.  Another bad practice on the part of fool-
hardy drivers is the non-stopping at railroad eros-
sings and (rying to raee trains to thenm, The death
roll in California frow aecidents of this kind is
extremely high,
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Bomeriing ok Awrn,
stand on Sunday baseball 2

Churas—"1"n against it.”’

Winras—""Don’t yau think the people should he
allowed to enjoy themselves on Sunday 2"

Gintss—Aven't they doing it now?  The rieh
have their golf clubs and the poor have their anto-
mobiles. "’ Puck.

Winis—"1low do vou

Buildings and Builders

The '*After~-the-War" Policy

As far as Wellington and the imwediaie sur-
roundings ave concerned, the note of dismal pessi-
st that is eontinuousty struck by the general
public and many of these more or less econnected
with the building trade, is not justified by the
present state of affairs.

We make this statement afier a earcful survey
of the number of buildings put up during the last
year, those at present building and fhose in imme-
diate contenmplation for whiclk plans are alrveady
being got out.

Certainly on the other hand we know of lots of
building propositions that arve Leing held up until
the war is over in the hopes that the price of build-
ing material will revert to vormal with a jump
intmediately peace 18 deelaved.

1t is a wonder that those who are nursing this
fond delusion have ever been sueceessful enough in
their businesses to need lavger buildings, for such
a summting up of the future of the building problem,
shows not only a lamentable want of business clear-
sightedness, but alse a poor appreeciation of the
condition of things as they will be when peaege is
restored,

The tine to bulld is new, aud we have consisi-
ently advoeated building v the immediate prescut
ever sinee the war began, and those who wish to test
the aceuraey of our adviee in the past, can do so by
comrparing the cost of any building crected two
years ago, with the figure that would eover the cost
to-day. We were right then, and we are right now,
and our advice is stilk to build now, for we contend
that it peace were deciared to-morvow, the price of
materiat from overscas would in all probability
show an advance on even present priees, for a very
considerable time,

The reason is obvious; bui all the same it scews
to reqaive setting out in bald languayge for the many
who are hanging up building schemes, The fow
have vealized the futwre state of affairs, as is
evidenced by the amount of huilding that has, and
is taking place, and we wish to heartily endorse the
wisdom of their action, buf for the benefit of the
timid ones we point out sonie of the reasons why
material is not going to drop immediately peaee is
deelared,

When that happy event takes plaee, the demand
for building material in the devastated arvea of
Furope is going to he enormous, few people ean
conecive how cnormous. It is not going to be a
question of a huge building boom as we might
possibly  eonecive it by the largest stretech of
imagination of which we ave eapabic: i is not going
to be the question of rebuilding portions of towns
destroyed, but it s going to he a simultancous
demand on the huilding material producers of the
world, to rebuild hundreds and hundreds of whole
towns that have heen wiped practieally out of
existenee,

This being adimittedly so, what chanee has our
Dowminion of heing heard in the midst of the Euro-
pean clamour Tor goods unless owr demand is
baeked by an equal price to that offered by Burope?
And in the name of common sense which market



