sion he vespeeted, not alene for its artistic attain-
ment, but fer its capable handling of the husiness
prablems connected with it, they must produce usce-
ful as well as ornamenial struetures,  They must see
the building through the elient’s eves and nol
through their own,

The man who speaks of a eommission as his
building and says that he was unable to de some-
thing really worth while beeanse his elient wonld
not let him, is the man who does not deserve to iave
another thing to do. Bvery building is first and
foremost the property of the client who TDas
cmploved him, not aloue becanse of his artistic
training and native taste, but heeause of his ex-
perience in praetical problems of plan and of his
skill in adapting weans to an end.

Tt is cssential that the arvehiteet should e able
to show the owner wnot oulv how the artistic
appearance of hig building may Dhe improved, but
also how he ean cconomize space, or lav out space
g0 that a Dhusiness ean he more efficiently condueted.
It is not infrequent for managers of Targe husinesses,
when consulting an  architeet, 1o hring fentative
lavouts, often quite eavefully studied, showing what
thev coneeive to he the minimum vequirements of
their problems; and these tentative lavouts shonld
he treated with the utmost respeet and considered
not as a chifdish exereise on the part of the manacer,
but as a definite if not definitive, expression of his
desives. Tt will he found that sueh a layvont wmay
he improved by a eompetent archifeet and very
Trequently improved in eases of details of purely
teehnieal nature. The tendener of the average
layman is to cconomize space at the wrong points,
as for example, in the construetion of halls, passages
or corridors. A good illustration of this was in a
case of a large warchouse evected not long ago, to
honge a hranch of a mail order husiness. The
superintendent of ihe parent company had laid out
his flaor plans with earve and with great intelligence
as to the distribution of varvious departments so that
the handling of goods svas reduced to a minimum,
but in his anxiety to ecconomize snace, he had made
his corridors so marrow that {the small wheeled
hoxes or trueks in which orders wore collected,
could pass only with diffienlty and eould not turn
corners at all, The arvehiteet happened to he sen-
sible as well as artistie, and in studying the operation
of one of the older hranches, discovered the loss of
time oceasioned hy delavs at eorners and in passine,
and his sugeestion that the money spent on wider
corridors would result in ceonomy of oneration was
aceented instantly by the manaeer of the plant,

This is the sort of thing which architrets shonid
more frequently aceomplish, and it is the sort of
thine that clients do not habitually expect from their
architeets and whieh they ecan he
exnerictice to expeet, The eood architeet should he
ahle to save his own commission in one of several
wayvs, cither hecause he seeuves hetter auality than
an owner can secure from a contractor for the same
maoney, or heeanse he inercases the available space
by comparison with the tatal floor area of the huild-
ing, or heecanse he igx ahle {0 arranee the unit
requirentents in a smaller space than either an
awner or a contractor.  One of these things the
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architeet sueht 1o be able fo aceomplish as well as
to produce for the owner a beautiful building, and
when the areliteetural profession accepts 1he Tael
ihat these funetions are as traly parvt of their duty
as in the desien of a facade, the poesition the
profession holds will he radieally henefifted,

Workers’ Dwellings

By J. WILSON, Member Dunedin City Council.
Plans designed and drawn by Leslie D.
Combs, A R.LB.A.

i the report of the Publie Tlealth and Uity
Duprovements  Committee of Al Dunedin Uity
Couneil, the following elauses oeeurrol —

The question of demalition of simall tenenent
houses, and the desirability of venoving the elosely
packed bouses in lanes inomany parts of the city,
hrings out the fact that no attempt is being made,
either by the Government, loeal authority, er the
imdividual landlord, to provide suiiable houses of
fwo, three, or fowr roons at a vent within the means
of wany families of this ity

The eommittee therefore think that the tine has
areived when the City Couneil should seriously take
the matter into econsideration, and provide model
cottages 1o house those who at the present time
occupy houses that either shoulid he demolished or
have undesirable enviromnents.

There is no gainsavine the faet that a eclose
inspeetion of our erowded aveas in Dunedin will
lead any inftelligent person fo the conclision that
the tine is vipe Tor this question 1o e serjonsly
considered, with a view of reconnmending some
course to pursie.  You will notiee from the few
photos taken of some of the Wocks In the city, a faiv
idea max be ebtained of dwellings huddled toeciher
a oreat many frouting niserable lanes. The life of
many of them eannot be more than 10 vears. Bt
the main featuve we should coneern owrselves with
ix: Who is 1o provide the neeessary homes forr the
present ocenpicrs slionld these houses be swept awav.
as they will he hefore Tong? At present porsons of
small wmeang have no choier hut fo take what is
offering, and pay rents of 8s. 1o 10s. a week for
houses of four rooms that would not he oecupicd
if a better elass wore provided., 'We mayv he told to
entice them out to the suhurhs with ehrap transit;
but the elass that will eo out to the suhurbs,
eenerally speaking, ave those industrially well off-
that ig to sav, their eamings allow of a marein for
tram  fares, and  thex are looking for better
surroundings. Tt munst he eecognized that in all
lavee communities therve are a considevable numher
whose incomes cannot afford o paxv high rents, bof
who should be entitled fo comfortahle homes with
a moderate amount of convenienee.

We need not concern oneseives wiib the ondes
area of the eity, as, with a Tittle foresight now, we
can control the development and direct the growih
on sensible lines. T the older cities of Kngland,
it is strange that in {he majoritv of cases poor
people Hve on dear land and rick people live on



