1002 N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS

Uver a vear age, in reviewing the

Unprofitable  position of the Duilding trade, we
Delay suogested  that It was unwise  to

in postpete  the  vreetion ol usefud
Building butldings required  for trade  pur-
poses, beeause things would not get
any bheiter For guite a long Gme after te war ended,
Tire first call upen the wanufacturers of struetural
ironwork will be to assist 1m0 the restoration of
strigken Belgiune and Northern Franee. The indus-
trial  resourees of those distriets will e loft
erippled by the encuy, and it will be neeessary to
get supplies frone Bneland and Awmerica,  Manulae
turers, apart from (he  humawe  cousideration of
giving help where it 1s most needed, will prefer to
do Dusiness at short range, and rewoie New Zealand
will counre last. Most business prople ave recognizing
at last that it is Yolly to wait till after the way before
extending their premises. 1t s vealized that for
sonre time affer the war, prices of huilding material,
high as they ave at present, will non diminish,
conscruently in Wellington at least, there is con-
siderable aetivity in the building trade, the work
Deine prineipally hig contraets for husiness preiises.
[n our opinion, the ciderprising owhers are wise 1o
get veady For extended business after the wai
Evervone will be rushing info the field when peaee
comes, but the couvageois people who have ventured
upon building when cowditions appeared unfavour-
able will reap the reward, and also have  the
satisfaction of knowinge that the more findd owners
will not be able to get the work douce at a lower
rate ever though they wait 6l after the war

The war-tine experienee of the Sate
Fire Insirance Department goes to
show that there s sourething in the
Fanibiar suspicion that fives are nol
all aceidental, and that wore happen in had times
than when things arve fourishing,  Building is so
expensive and materials so seavee just now that fires
would eonstitute a wmore than ordinary waste and
distecation of husiness.  Is it vwot enrious, then, to
find in the annval report of this department the
following veference to the losses durine last yvear?—-
The loss-ratio of 2822 per eont. for the year is
remarkably Tow, and  may e regarded as quite
abnormal. Tt is just over W oper eent. lower than
the lowest previously expericinecd, and not mueh
(il anyy above hall ihe average normal loss-ratio
for thewhole fire-insuranes husiness of the Dominion.
1t sould appear fram our loss-ratio for the past fwo
vears that e ware has had a mackal infinenes on
the destruetion of property by five. 1T 4rust that this
influence may he permanent. As a consequenee the
State Offiee made a reeord profil. Ts finaneial
record shows that during the first six vears of
existence the State Five Tnsuranee Deparinent had
to absorh about half the premivm income to meot
losses By fire, but during the Iatest six-vear period,
the ratio of loss to premioms was 421 per eent,
This  departient has under  gonsideration  the
ereetion of a very fine head offiee hailding in
Wellington which will e an neehiteetural eredil 1o
the Dominion, it the report of the eeneral manager
mentions that no progreess has been made with the
proposed  huildings.  The  Governmeni hax not
deemed it advisable to authorize proceeding with
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the work under present conditions. The business
has outgrown the preseni prendses, and it has heen
Found necessary 1o fit up o one-storey hrick building
i Waring Taylor Street, on the site purchased in
1915, to house ihe staff. This is at hest but ten-
porary, and will wot obviate the  neeessity of
procecding with the proposed building as soon as the
waork ean be earricd ot at g reasonable cost.

The amount ol diseussion e English

rnin . . ;
Lea g motoring and other conunereial jour-
=N - . .
; nals about the wethods of extending
Vital . - - i .
English trade in motors after the
Lesson

war suggests that the British manu-
Facturer has beew shaken out ol his exasperating
attitude of complaceney, and that he is really
Ceoming duwn to carth’ on this vital subjeet. We
bear acood deal abom dmperial Tederation by a
Fatnily conparet of viatual tarifls, but i that is geing
to result in the colenial user having to take on
nnsuitable English muoter ears heeanse 1 s proteeted
by o tavifl Frone the eompetition of a vival providing
us with bettor value in outility, then we shall be
paving very dear Tor our sentiment. Jlowever, as
wo have said, there s a wore reeeptive attitude in
the Ilomeland, and a  serious «<leterotination 1o
provide the colonial user with a car suiled fov
colonial use.  We want very Tew ! those superh
ctigiteering productions which require a mint of
money Lo put vight i0 they wo serlously wrong.
What we prefer s 2 car with geod vead clearance,
sapalle of takine corners sneh as are never dreand
of on English voads: and above all, the colonial
avents should stoek replacenents, The irouble
about spares in the past has been that the sales ol
any partieular type of car in any one colony have
not warranted stocking replacements.  The alility
to order spares Trom a eatalogue, spares which ean
be fitted by Ahe owner, has made many  New
Zealanders decide against the grain, for a non-
British ear. We hail with mueh satisfaction the
establishiment ol the associgted British nachine tool
makers as a shrewd step along the road to suceess
in the overseas market,  Hew firms bave plaeed their
nterests in ecrtain vital matters, without amalga-
mating eapital and management. They have come 1o
a mutual understanding as to what types of maechine
tools they will nake, and  they will combine to
establish offices and stores all over the world,  1f
they deeide 1o do business in New Zealand, instead
of sending out ten agents, they will send one well
supplicd with samples, well cipipped with a stocek
of veplacements. Why nel an asseciation of British
notor car manufacturers on the same lines?  They
could standardize nwost of the car parts, provide
plenty of variety v the bodies fo suit individual
tastes, and do cnough business fo warrant a good
turnoever i spare parts. The mere guaraniee of
prompt supply of veplaceinents would he an enor-
mously useful selling argument, and the standard-
izing of wheels, engines, and transimission wonld
effeet hig ceonomies in the initial cost, as well as
upkeep, Perhaps the British nanntaeturer does not
readize how havdoworked s the average conntry-
driven ear in New Zealawd. Hoperforms wonderil
feats of enduranee, and runs daily risks ol serious
damage which many cars in England never have
to face, ’



