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Busginess or private premises, are now being erected,  There
is very little digposition in the direetion of speenlative
building,  This is wwing largely to the great advance in
almost every elaxs of material used in the vonstruetion of
buildings, Timber has risen in price, and there ulse huve
heen inereases in builders' ironmongery and requisites of
uil deseriptions. The advauncee in the cost of roofing irvon
sinee the outbreak of the war has been no less than about
1200 per eent.  There has been a similar rise in the price
of nails, aud as a builder expresseg it, ‘'bent nails soon
will be valuable encugh to pick up and straighten.”” The
ramifieations of the war in regard to priees extend to
everything of which o home is eomposed, as well as to all
that it contains,

Questions of city land valoes and comparisons of the
relative worth of different business sites were eanvassed
at grent length in the course of the Short Street compensation
case, which was opened at the Supreme Court last month.
Tn the cuse for the Crown, which seeks recompense for the
loss of a wvaluable property, stress is Jaid upon the valun
of the old Admiralty House site for business purposes, in
that it kad frontages to three streets—Beach Road, Short
Htreet, und Jermyn Strecet— with the consequent advantags
of ready wecess for curt traffie. and of light from three
sides.  One witness, Mr. T, R. Cooke, suid he considered
that no other site with cqual advaniages and of gimilur area,
can be found within the bhusiness area of the eity. It is
partly on the plea of the impossibility of finding an equally
suitable property for its ofices and workshops that the
Stute eldms from the City Couneil nearly £5,000 more than
the Intter offered in settlement,

DUNEDIX.

The Preshyterinn Soeial Serviee  Association reports
that in connvection with the establishment of an old people’s
home, a generous donor gave n blork of 10 acres of land
an which to erect the home, which will he built on small
cottage Tines,  The land is valued at over £3,000 and is
adiaeent to the eity. Other donations totalling about £3800
have beon receoived. One donor gove £500 and another £250,

T The Majestie Mansions,” o new bloek of flats to he
crected on the ““take-life-easy’” plan at St. Clair, Dunedin,
by a loeul compuny, shew the trend of residential building
in New Zeuland, The bloek of land to be covered has a
frantage to Forbury Road of 80 ft.. and to Vietorin Rond of
90 ft. On the grvound floor ave to he a public cafe, billiard
room. private dining room, kitehen, and managerial quarters.
The first gwd geeond floors are to be divided inte four three-
rpomed suites on caeh flat, and on the top floor there will
be 21 snite rooms and two double suites, There will be
i Lunndry, eight cear garages, an electrie 1ift, and every
service possible will he eleetricnl.

Mr. Basil Hooper, A RIB.A., reports (a) additions to
Mr, C. G, White’s residence at Bishopscourt, consisting of
farge open air sleeping verandnl, new bedroom, ete.; specinl
provisiea having been arranged {by the use of canvus
roller blinds) to make the verandah useable even in had
weather, and the two ends heing glazed, makes it guite
snug in every way; contractor, Mr. Walter Ellis {h)
additions and alterations to Mr. €. Harrisor’s house on
Maori Hill. This is a comnlete remodelling of an existing
rottage, and  has  consisted  of stripping off the lining
from the walls and ceiling of the wmain  rooms and
granite plastering instead- adding two large ninelight
engement havs to the front rooms, new bedroon, hathroom,
Luvatories awd  offiecs.  substituting  modern doors and
windews, cte—in faet generally making a new house;
contractor, Mr, Walter Ellis,  {e) Additionsg and altceations
fo Nnrse Thomson's private hospital, Stafford Street, This

s meant the waddition of five larme wards, workroom,
aperating, sterilizing, and anaesthetic rooms, besides the
complete  rebuilding  of  the  hathrooms. utility tooms.
lnvutorios. ete. A large sheltered werandal, and haleony,

hath 10 ft. deep have heen provided for the use of patients;
in addition to the lavge ones cxisting, and besides this.
three new haleonies have bhoen provided for the use of the
staff.  The onerating block las heen speeinlly Jesigned for
eonvenience and hyeiene the tloor is to he Famna, with
rounded angles ot the walls, and the walls of nolished
granite plaster, enamel painted white. The natural lighting
is wospeeind feature und is ohtained by means of a —ide
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